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INTRODUCTION. 



JdY an iirevocaUe law of tbe state, alt the soni 
and daughters of the royal house of AiissiNtA 
were decreed to pass their days in a delightful re* 
treat,- named thc HAPnr VAiLBTi except vdch atf 
were; firoDdr time to time, called by order of sticces^ 
sion to the throne. Rasselas, the emperor's fourth 
SOD, weary of being secluded from the world, maketf 
his escape by the assistance of Ihlac, a {>oet and phi- 
losopfaeri and visits Egypt, acoompanled by his fa« 
▼ourite sister, NbkaItab, and her attendaht, P^ruah^ 
^ey examine different stations and professions of 
men, and contract a friendship wtth an A|trono# 
iner, possessed of deep selence and an exeeUnit 
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heart, but who had fallen into a species of visionary 
madness, by which he was led to imagine himself 
endued with a power to regulate and distribute the 
various seasons of the year^ and changes of the wea- 
ther, till his intercourse with the travellers dissipates 
this mental delusion. After many fruitless inquiries 
in search of a life of liappiness, Rassblas and Ne- 
KAYAH, with their companions and the astronomer* 
resolve tt> return tothe* happy valley* 

. Such is thf general plan^ of the inimitable tale 
of Rassblas, Princb of Abissinia, written by the 
late Pr. Johnson, which it has been thought ne- 
c^ssary to prefix as an introduction to the following 
wotk. 

. Sir Johtf. Hawkins, in his life of Dr. Johnson^ 
4iay9/ that the writer had an intention of marrying 
liis.beto, and pacing him in a state of permanent 
felicity«. .TJiis:. passage suggested the idea of the 
jcontinuation :npw QfTer^d, wit)i Jt^ie greatest diffi- 
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dence, to the reader^ and without any thought of a 
tain and presumptuous comparison ; as every at- 
tempt to imitate the energetic style, strong imagery^ 
and profound knowledge of the author of Rassblas, 
would be equally rash with that of the suitors to bend 
the bow of Ulysses. 

It is indeed much to be regretted that the same 
pencil which so forcibly painted the evils attendant 
on humanity, had not delineated the fairer pros- 
pect That such a prospect exists, will scarcely be 
denied; and if the narrative of Dimarvas, however 
defective, shall 5e found to afford any consolation or 
relief to the wretched traveller, terrified and dis- 
heartened at the rugged paths of life, this reflection 
wiU compensate the want of genius and literary fame 
of its author, who, under the veil of concealment, 
anxiously awaits the judgment of the critic, not 
wholly without ambition to merit the favour and in- 
dulgence of a candid Public. 
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CHAPTER L 

Reftcclians on the return to the Happ^ Valley. 

fHE inundation having subsided, the prince and 
princess with their companions left Cairo, and 
proceeded on the way to Abissinia : the journey was 
long and tedious, and their reflections on their re- 
turn were by no means satisfactory. 

Are we then, said Rasselas, no wiser than when 
we set out ; or have we only learned, that all in- 
quiries after happiness are vain, and that a state 
of mere vegetation is the highest degree of felici- 
ty which mortals are permitted to obtain in this 
world? 
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We havcy at least, answered the princess, acquired 
sufficient knowledge to* instruct those whom we for- 
merly left behind, and whom we are now going to- 
rejoin : we may convince them, by our experience, of 
the fallacy of human enjoyments ; -we may guard 
them against the delusive powers of imagination, 
and teach them to be contented with that state 
which, by our example, they will find preferable to 
the several occupations of life* 

Not only this,^ said Pekuab, but we shall add to 
their amusements the relation of the various scenes 
we have met with on our travels : our conversation 
will be sought for, because we can insti:uct a^id en- 
tertain ; and while we renew our past pleasures by 
relating them, sheltered from the storms of life, the 
memory of the dangers we have escaped, and the 
hardships we have undergone, will give a higher re- 
lish to our fttate of security. 

How we may be received by the inhabitants of 
tke happy valley, replied the prince, or how we may 
be entertained by our own reflection!^ is to me. un* 
certain. I wish we may not be more discontente4 
with the valley than we w:ere while unacquainte4 
with other scenes: wandering has often given a mo- 
mentary desire of settled residence; but activity i» 
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natural to man, and he who has once tasted the joys 
of Hhexty and action, vUl no more be contented 
with perpetual rest aud seclusion^ than he, who may 
have wiihed for aleep in a nooment of lassitude, 
^ould desire to remain inactive oa his couch after 
the light of the sun has awakened him from ob « 
livioQ and repose* I .am> however, neither displeased 
inth our past attempts, nor hopeleaa for oar future 
success ; as we advance in years the fire of imi^ina- 
tion will cool,^ and the agitation of restlessness sub- 
side : we have laid up a stock of knowledge ^which 
, wiH teach us to distinguish real merit from false pre- 
tension. Reason, whom we have already perceived 
fr#m afor, advanced towards us as youth recedes^ 
and I doubt not but, by taking hev for our guide, we 
shall eiijoy that serenity, ^rnhess, and justness of 
perception, which ape alone worthy oC a thinking 
being. 

Far be it frdm me, sir, said Itnlaie, to anticipate 
your disappointment, or to increase your alarms^ 
yet permit me to tell, you that eminent knowledge, *if 
not accompatiled with singular indulgence to others, 
often serves to render its possessors miserable, and 
4Sven ridiculous-: your experience and your studies: 
have placed you in a class of beings, very different 
from the inti«);^itants of the happy valley, whom y<>a 

d2 
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can only treat with condescension or with contempt. 
Society cannot subsist without equality, and while 
you are considered as a prince, and as a man of sur- 
perior intelligence, you may command admiration, 
but you cannot insure affection. 

Alas, said the astronomer, if reason is a blessing, 
it has the same fate as patience ; we never invoke it 
till we have been fatigued with the rapturous wan- 
derings of imagination, and exhausted by the exquir 
site feelings of sensibility ; we then apply to reason 
as a refuge from care : it convinces without persuadr 
ing, it instructs without improving us: reason 
should regulate, but a warmer motive must inspire 
Qur actions : devotion and benevolence, the two no- 
blest incitements to virtue, are emanations of the 
heart, not reflectipns of the )iea4 ; reaspo may come> 
tp their support, but has not the merit of creating 
them. Our condition in this world is too distant 
from perfection to give us hopes of enjoying any 
one advantage in the supreme degree : for the expe- 
rience of age^ we must resign the gaiety of youth : 
we must sacrifice heroism to prudence, genius to 
correctness, and rapture to tranquiUity: these are 
called the victories of reason, but I confess I rather 
attribute them to the influence of time. The wise 
man, in resignation to the decrees of Providence, 
lepines not at the loss jQf the adyantage^ of youth. 
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and rejoices in the consolations granted to old age ; 
but we know of none* either wise or foolish, who 
would voluntarily relinquish those pleasures, which 
are peculiar to the spring and summer of his days, 
io anticipate the hour when he pust in vain look 
back on what he has neglected to enjoy^ 



nS 
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CHAPTER IL 

• • ■ * • 

The Prince is no longer left to his own Choice* . 

Rasselas, notwithstanding bis doubts, was resolred to 
pontinue bis journey : he reached the confines of 
Abissinia without accident, wh^re, as he was dis- 
coursing with bis sister on what methods they should 
take to excuse their absence when they arrived at the 
^appy yalley, their caravan was stppp^d by several 
horsemen of the king's troops, headed by a youth 
of animated countenance and courteous manners. 
Strangiers, said he, you are perhaps ignorant of the 
prders we have received. The Egyptians have lately 
committed hostilities pa the Abissinian territories, 
and we cannot permit any of that nation to pass our 
boundaries : tell me therefore what is your country, 
a]id what the motive of your travels? 

Sir, replied the prince, we are travellers from cu« 
ripsity, and our native country is Abissinia: you may 
therefore suffer us freely to enter into the dominions 
of your powerful monarch, and, if you please^ we will 
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leinain uad^r your guard till we have obtained from 
the court permission to continue our journey: ve 
are not unknown there> and I have no doubt but 
4»ir request will be speedily granted* 

The young waxrior, well pleaded with the answer 
of Rasaelas, condiM^ted him, and his coqopanions to 
a fortress on the banks of the river that separates 
Abissinia from £gy|>t 

The governor of this fortress, wliose. name wa» 
Amalphis, was a man of lofty stature, and migestic 
{Mresence ; bis hair was white as silver, his eyes were 
piercing as the mid-day sun, and several scars im- 
printed on his venerable countenance w^e the ho* 
Bourable testimonies of his service. He received the 
prince and ladies with urbanity ; and with a look of 
penetrative inquiry demanded the motive of their 
journey. His son Dinapbaa, the young warrior Who 
had conducted them to the fort, repeated what Raa^' 
selas had told him. The. motive of curiosity, replied 
Amalphis, though laudable, is so uncommon in this 
country, that we cannot, without injustice to our* 
selves and detriment to our emperor's service, ^rr 
mit you to proceed on yoiir. journey, till the return: 
ef yomr messenger from the capital^ ia the fat$sL 
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ikmt we expcbt you to give an account of your name^i 
ikmitie?, and, peregrination. o . 

The prince^ n«t dwosiog to deddrb lii9»a«sk^:aAd' 
quality^ left to Imlac the care of answering the ques- 
tions 4)C the goverinir;/ The poet^i iridiQsitil^artihg 
fi*6tti truUi^ concealed 88 much as. prudence Tjequineda 
he told, Amftlphis that ^he was Iinlkc tiie merebanti^ 
who had resided some time at .Cairo in the occupa*^. 
tions of commerce, that he had been accompanied 
thither, by diiia youqg man and 1|}^ m^j who were 
Abiffij^iaifes.of oranikf ^xid had: ^: dgsire . t9 me Jiy^ 
w«fld and abil^eichoice of the kt»H of life ino^t cqa** 
dodveto^ happifito; that finding oq^Mil 4i^appou)t'* 
Bieht in all, they were now resohr^d to return to 
ik^t former dwelling, and j)ass the TsmMiiier: «£ 
fteir hires ib study and coatempjiation^ 

.As ^ .mysdi^' laid the lastrohomer, { wiH freely^ 
confess diat I lum by birth an Egyptian and an inha«* 
biUiiift of CiairO'; but' my hfe has .been spent in ti». 
pursuits 0f knowledge and in ^ laij^yiinths. of sciV 
lenoe : wlioet«r has assisted me in. my endeamouitv 
bas beeo iny oountryman t the world is my «diool 
and its iiAabiitaats my feUow^^fitudents : my discjoi* 
sitfoQs lend liot towards the wdfare or ruin of an{f 
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particular state : if my studies could be of any uti^ 
lity, I would not confine their influence to one 
spot of the habitable globe. If truth and wisdom 
are emanations of the divine spirit^ surely their be- 
nefits ought to be generally distributed amongst our 
fidlow-creatures : whatever regard I have for my 
own country^ my way of hfe has made me consider 
myself as a citizen of the universe, or rather I have 
considered only my studies ; and my mind/ busied 
widi inteHectual enjoyments, has been equally unin? 
ierested in the shock of great empires and the petty 
pursuits of domestic hfe. I have lately known bless- 
ings of which I was before igoorant— the charms of 
society and the consdatioiis of friendship— -deprive 
me not of these, O govemdrl permit me to remain 
with persons who honour me with their confidence^ 
and console me with their benevolence ; and be as- 
sured, that I have neither the power nor the inclina- 
tion to change any thing in the fate of empires. 

Amalphis was wiUing to believe the ingenuous de« 
daration^of the astronomer. Imlac and the prince 
seemed mysterious, but their train being neither 
sufficiently numerous to announce open force, nor 
small enough to give the suspicion of hi40en,treachery, 
he desired Imlac to dispatch his messenger, and in 
llie mean time assigned the company ^o apartment 
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in bis casttei where he treated tbeni. with the respect 
due to their 9kppearaiice!» auid often questiotied them 
on tbeir traveU> the dififereut incidents of whicli 
they wittngly rels^ted* 

I am amazed,, said Aiiialpbis> how you should have 
ever imagined that happiness depended on any 
particular: 'Sti^inHi in life. Providence, .indeed>ha^ 
piertttitted to< a ve^ few the chcHce of the path which 
they are to ilake ir^ this world : the lower class of ci- 
tijzseQft are generaKjT. debarred by poverty from fol^ 
lowing the dictates of their iaelMiation, and the great 
3it»e stilt more irreakitibly reslrained by the prejudice 
of custom: those.few, who have it in theip: power to 
choose, are too often guided by- their passions: it 
remaviis- therefore >eqnaily for him who has heent 
compelled into any slate of life by the will oCothtl% 
and for htoa whohas'been ao.hy. the .force of hi9'owa 
imagination, to do hit duty with firmness and resig- 
nation, whatever may be his disgust or repentance* 
There is no profession in wfakoh a man ml^y not be 
lartaous and respected : .the fault lies «kot in the sMite 
of file, it depends on the manner of acting : a man 
whoiadisconte^ed wiith his employment, and for 
that reasoa.neglei:ts his duties, ^ews both vaiit <af 
sense and w&nt of courage : if be acts up to the t>ar|} 
idbtked him^ at least he fills aome fiharaoteriin Jife ; 
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if he abandons it because it is contrary to his incli- 
nation, he either does nothing or goes out of his 
sphere; his existence is therefore useless. On the 
other hand, the priest^ who repines at consecrating 
his days to meditation or pastoral instruction, who 
wishes for the active hfe of a soldier, and is fired with 
enthusiasm when he hears the trumpet sound to 
arms, has more merit than his companions if he 
only feels these sentiments internally, and employs 
the eneigy that heaven has given him to conquer his 
repugnance, and to be more active in his functions. The 
sddier who would have wished to pass his days in lite- 
rary ease, and philosophical disquisition, yet far from 
neglecting his duty to his king and country, makeii 
his studies serve to the perfection of the art of war^ 
is a greater hero than he whom the desire alone of 
military fame drives, headlong to the field. Similar 
examples may be found in any condition, and he 
alone is wretched and contemptible, who will not 
act at least with decency, if not with distinction, the 
part assigped him o.n this great theatre. Courage, 
though a virtue peculiarly essential to our profession, 
is necessary in all : it teaches us equally to act with 
glory, and to sufier with patience : it inspires us 
with firmness towards men, and resignation towards 
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CHAPTER III, 

[ The Prince embraces a new State of Ufe» 

It was expected that some time might elapse before 
the return of the messenger, dispatched to the court 
of Abissinia, and in the mean while the prince told 
Imlac, that he had an inclination to propose to the 
governor making an expedition with his son. 

I have always, said he, felt a desire for the mili- 
tary life ; my passion for glory was roused in the 
happy valley, by the theory of the art of war, which 
the most skilful masters was ordered to instil into us, 
from the possibility that we may one day be obliged 
to act as commanders of a great army. I have often 
wished to put these lessons in practice; and surely 
any employment would be preferable to the state of 
inactivity, in which we are doomed to remain till the 
return of our messenger. 

Sir, answered Imlac, if you persist in this inten* 
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tion, I will accompany you with pleasure : a camp is 
no unfavourable study for a poet; but let me first 
warn you of one thing, which has probably escaped 
your reflection : you are accustomed to command, 
and totally unacquainted with the subordination of a 
military li^e : constraint and obedience are equally 
unknown to you, and yet you will be obliged to exe- 
icute ercry order of Dinarbas like the meanest of His 
soldiers. 

I know not, replied the prince, whether such a life 
would be agreeable to me for a long duration : but one 
campaign cannot exhaust my patience : all evils,* of 
which we may calculate the term, are at least to be 
endured; and why should not I contentedly submit 
to a life which so many rejoice in. 

As for me, sir, said the astronomer, you will forgive 
toe if I do not accompany you ; my age requires 
tranquillity, and my country forbids me to bear 
arms against her : I will stay with the princess and 
Pekuah. 

Nekayah entered in the midst of this conversation, 
she was far from approving the prince's intentions : 
she dreaded being left among peiions to whom she 
was unknown ; she represented tQ her brother, that 
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a, aour of the emperor was not to, hazard his li£^ 
lijce the meanest of his 8ul])iects» and that slaves were 
Blade to defend their master. 

Stiver, said the pri^ce« I blush to hear a zeasoDJog 
so contrary to thepcinciples of duty andhuvianity*— r 
who. is tQ defend the iather> if not the son I And what 
Ftght have.ppinceq to expect the assistance oi theitr 
subjects^ if they will not join in bearing a part of the 
toil ? What obligations can the governor of this for- 
tt^ss and his son have to my father^ in comparison 
with tbo9e I owe him ^ Indeed* to speak frankly, I 
see not why my life is more pi<eciou8 than that of 
Amalpbis : h^ has servcid the emperor durii^. several 
years;, his loss would be fblt on these frontiera^ the 
enemy might gain, ground, and the peace of Abissinia 
be endangered ; his death would introduce despair 
into his now happy family : his son would be left at 
the most dangerous period of life without the coun- 
sels of a wise and prudent father.; his daughter, in 
the bloom of youth and beauty, would remain friend- 
less and unprotected. Where would be the fatalcon«> 
sequences of my fall ? The importance of those who 
fill exalted stations is often imaginary, and what ap- 
pears great, in th^ eyes of the possessor, is perhaps 
ti^tally indifferent to others* I would have thee di- 
vest thyself, Nekay^h^ of evecy prejudice of this na* 
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iure, and seriously consider that ne man is reaUy im« 
portantj but as he is useful to his couutjry. 

, The arrival of Dinarbas put an end to this dis? 
course ; he learned and applauded the resolution of 
Basselas, and offered him his friendship^ with, all tbe 
warnith natural to his age aad profession. 

> RasBehs had another mottre far bis departure b^rr 
«des those he had mentioned to Imlae and the prin- 
cess* ZiVa^ the daughter of Ama}pfais« i^peared to 
him entirely 'different from the women, he had know 9 
in the happy valley^ or during his travels : the first 
were slaves^ the others lost the power in the attempt 
to please. Zilia seemed unconscious of her charms ; 
her mind was cultivated by her father with assiduous 
care ; her sentiments^ naturally liberal^ had received 
from education the dignity of superior virtue : she 
neither avoided, nor sought the conversation 'of the 
strangers ; yet all were interested by her. 

Rasselas however, though he had acquired much 
philosophy by his reading and observation, still re- 
tained the idea that women, if not beings of an infe- 
rior class, were at least not worthy of gaining too 
great an ascendancy over the minds of men : he 
knew his own sensibility, and feared lest he should 

c3 
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btecome the slave of a passion, which he despised as 
trivial, or censured as romantic ; he therefore h<^)ed 
a short absence would obliterate the impression 
which he began to perceive Zilia had made on him, 
and seriously resolved to drive from his mind all 
thoughts of her till his return. Time, which, while 
considered as future, always promises happiness and 
wisdom, would, he doubted not, destroy the power 
of this enchantment : he therefore hastened the de« 
parture of Dinarbas, and they sallied forth, at the 
head of fifty horse> to make an incursion on the ene- 
my's frontiers* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

'l ' ' ' ■ ' 

Rassetcu acquires a Friend* 

* 4 1 p • 

iuu*ba9 reiuraed tfiM|)ipbafit i^jtfa <l)ie 4ppib of many 
ccmquered enemies : thei|c ic^n4di<i|p bad been ce«- 
inentedby mutual testimonies of valour and of kind- 
jie^ and Om prince was su^ised^ see bow smcb 
t]4s ezpeditif^ hdd araised bin m t^ 'esibeeoi of 
Anialp|iis> bis.son« and^ilia* 



\ \- 



You;a»e now« said tj^^ old warrior* ^mr fri^nii atfd 
fellow-soldier ; ypu b«re. ptov^jm^vAdAiify to yinur 
king ,and country, and we ^ic^dmot ftilt to j^at ycm 
wiUi that confidc^qsi with which yoiMT ingenuous 
axkd cjpen manner at:first kvyiircd us» 



- JfxMi^, wbom ^ pijiice Jbwl not t>ennitled io §c^ 
P^mifiV biin»/ttul be f*igbjt.jreiiiain with Nek^raiv 
fwil4 fM)t forbear rbataidatig die new esteem wUdh 

c3 
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Rasielas had acquired with the inhabitants of the 
fortress. 

Prince, said be, how necessary is general know* 
ledge to a man of your exalted station ! Of what 
javail had been in this citadel your literature and phi* 
losophy, if your activity and courage had not added 
to these endowments the honours of military service ^ 
He who is useful will always be respected : in the mo* 
ments of repose and tranquillity, we are pleased with 
the man who can instruct or amuse us ; but, in thb 
hour of distress and danger, we neglect him if h6 
cannot be essentially useful. 



• i 1 J 



Nekayah complained much lo her brbther of the 
time in which he had been absent ; 'she was weary* 
she said, of seeing every day the! same faces, altid 
hearing the same discourses; the conversation of 
Amalphis was indeed instructive and entertaining, 
but he was great part of the dsiy engrossed by his 
riiuty; and Zilia, Ihough kiiid and gentle in her 
manners, did' Qot treat her with that respect which 
the distance between them might ilaturaHy^have in* 
spired her with. Can you blame, replied the prince^ 
th« daughter of ^inidphis, 4ibr denying respect to that 
rank which y«u iodust^usly eonced,' and of which 
jshe can have no ideai You hide from others, but 
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eftnnot yourself fm*get, thftt you are a princess ; lose 
this idea for a moment^ and you will find in the so- 
ciety of Zilia the same pleasure which I feel in that 
^f her brother. I am delighted with the familiarity 
of Dinarbas ; he believes himself my equal, and I am 
flafetered with havings for the first time in my life, ex- 
cited disinterested regard ; which I suppose granted 
eiiber to the equalities imphmt^d in me by nature, or 
io diose which I may have acquired by my oWn in- 
dustry. I dm pleased with the vivacity of lijs 
temper, aiid the energy of his mind : I am re-» 
'solved to make another ex|>editibn with him, and en- 
yieavoar to confirm the good opinion he has con- 
Iceivedofme. * r ,.j . . . 

Notwidi'stahding the wise resolutions of Rasselas, 
lie ibuiid in tUe conversation and manners of Zilia an 
irresistible charm $ he began now to condemn his 
tbrmer opinions as unjust and illiberal. What greiater 
bappiness, said he to himself, could I experience 
ihanr in pttssing my hfb with a being endowed with 
«udi perfection, and who feels so little her owii su- 
periority ! Bdt shall I have the power of choosing 
for myself f Am I tiot doomed to be for ever the 
Tictim of state and ]prejudice, and shall I disturb the . 
Ijieavenlj serenity of ZiHa, by seeking to inspire her 



with sentiments^ which caii only reidi^ im «« jn^ 

serablens loyselfr 

Dinarbas found the priqce abscrrbed in mecfitation; 
My. friend^ said he^ I aoi grieved to see ypu ppnfsufe 
and unhappy: were it in our power to jr;^s^Qi;€^ you 
to liberty, you should npt fenguishi in c^p^^ny^eiit J 
yet how often sh^ I regret the moments, w^jtiaT^ 
passed together ! with what difficulty s^all I tfiAjim^^ 
self from Neka^ah I .You tibiink ];ne j^ptfsufficieat]^ 
d^enring of your confidence ,ta disclose to me .the 
secret of. your birth, and of the raijc you^held.in 
Abissini^; | ha vq reason to belieye, ijteleys^ted* botii^ 
from your sentiments^ from those of Nekftyah, and 
from the respect with which you are treated by your 
fellow travellers : you may^ p^aps^ j^e .o|^<ended at 
iny frankness^ when. I .tell ypu,it w^^^ld. hfive beeii 
mpr^ fortunate for .ipe |^ I had f ey^jc knaw^ your sifr* 
ter,;. with t^ gentlest manner^p.^ndt]^ most ^i^^ 
in^ urbanity, she ba&iso^^tin^ .a haijighUness ib^ 
would lessen co^iderJ^^y anjf ojtb/er wom^i^ in..)qfy 
esjisexff,^ aQdyft^.e p^>s9es^s thf jp|ower ofj;|)akixig?ne 
instantanepualy,.^orge|t, the. diftwoe fif^ich she ha^ 
s^m^^ to prescribe pft^ ij^gt^fjver thf nati^ral^eetf 
liess of h^r: t«i3pppr to^a]|p^,,t^i«fifl{h Ah©, c|(wtrw^ 
jrhiqh ?he i?iipow»fOJab^i^fil»p4.pthff?^^ 
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Binarbas ! interrupted the prince; in the name of 
our friendsfaip let as drop this sabject ; if thou couldst 
see into my heart, thou wouldst find me unhappy as 

thyself ^let us depart with the next dawn, and at« 

tack the enemies of our icountry^ 



\ 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Fortress besieged. 

While the two friends were engaged in this conver- 
sation, Amalphis having received intelligence that a 
large hody of Egyptians and Arabs was advancing 
to assault the fortress, commanded his son to delay 
his intended expedition till he could be certain of the 
truth of this information. In the mean time he took 
every necessary precaution to prevent the enemy from 
finding bim unprepared ; he doubled the guard on 
the walls, went round every night to see that all was 
in order, and assigned to every soldier the post he 
was to defend. 

The princess could not, without some uneasiness, 
behold these preparatives for war, and Pekuah was 
greatly alarmed : the prince comforted them by as- 
surances of security, of which, however, he was per- 
haps no more persuaded than they ; yet his conso- 
lations, given with an air of conSdenpe, bad the de- 



CONTINUATiQX .<>»' RASMLAS. 45 

sifed effect^ and the IadiiB$ acG^sjtom^d tbemsehet to 
tte ^ipeotnUon of a mg^ with as littk conicern aa 
if Ihey had-iM^r ftpprehtended it. Ouring this inter- 
Vriofuacertakity, the prince was neither able> nor 
mdeed desht>q8, to avoid the conOpanj of ZiUa f 
but he soon fotii»d her >greatly altcafed; bet 
nuiieties retinmedy and Ae could not consider the 
danger, to which Amalpbis was sooii to be exposed, 
wiihoiit liie greatest uneasiness. In vain. did ^e en- 
deavour to assume her usual gaiety in her father^s 
presence : ^n the midst of a lively conversation she 
would often burst into tears, and every night, when 
she bade adieu to Amalpbis and her brother, she em- 
braced tbem with an impression of sorrow in her 
eoantenance, which she vainly endeavoured to con- 
ecd. 

Hasaelas was deeply afiected with the grief of Zi-^ 
ha; he. could not nefraia from telling her he had ob** 
served it, nor avoid expressing the pain it gave 
bim^ she received hiacolisolationd with sensibility, 
and treated him with more consideratfion than 
ever. 

' The princess was ksn |iiIeaBed.wiih the conduct of 
Binaibas: sioce the day of his .conveisatioo with 
Kasaelas, he hadsoughtto dkengage. himself from tbs 
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pleasure he found in listening to her« he studiously 
avoided Nekayah, * and discoursed only with Pekoah. 
The favourite thoughtlessly encouraged his advances, 
and ,tbe pride of Nekayah was mortified : she found 
every day less delight in the company of her dear 
Pekuah> she took every opportunity of separating her- 
self from one whose absence had formerly made ber 
resolve to abandon the world, and without whom she 
had considered existence as a torment ; yet would she 
often reproach herself for this change of sentiments. 
Pekuah had still the same tender respect, the same 
attachment for the princess which had been the 
greatest happiness of her life : Nekayah could only 
accuse her of passing too much time with Dinarbas, 
and she had herself found too great a pleasure in his 
company to condemn another for seeking it. She 
felt that jealousy was the motive of her new and ex« 
traordinary dislike; her pride, and her principles, 
equally combatted this passion ; she was surprised to 
find it possible, that she could be susceptible of it ; 
and was ashamed to listen to the voice that internally 
accused her. 

While her mind was in this agitation, she one 
morning observed a great dust arising in the east : a 
general tumult in the fortress soon convinced her, 
that she had not been the only person who had re* 
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marked it; The army of the Egyptian* is advancing 
to attack us, said Dinarbas, who at that instant en- 
tered her apartment ; yet be not alarmed, Nckayah ! 
you are here in safety, and did you know our hearts, 
you would be convinced that we would either defend 
you or perish : our numbers are not contemptible, 
and our courage has been often tried : the enemy's 
troops are numerous, but ours are better disciplined, 
and my father is no young soldier. 

Dinarbas ! answered the princess; I thank you for 
your care ; I have not the resolution of a warrior, 
but I am resigned; the first appearance of danger 
naturally alarms the mind of woman; but give me 
time for reflection, and I am prepared for all— your 
duty is to repulse the enemy, ours to pray for your 
success, and to await the event with patience. 

Dinarbas hastened to his post, and the princess re- 
mained on a sofa in silent atid anxious expectation. 
She had not been long in this situation before she 
^"^ joined by Pekuah, who, throwing herself at the 
feet of her mistress, embraced her knees with a flood 
of tears: Dear lady, said she, this is the most cruel 
moment of my life: when I was taken by the Arabs 
I consoled myself with the reflection that you did 
not share my misfortunes : alas ! I am now doomed 
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to fi«e the princess of Abitsinia in the power of Uw« 
less robbers^ and the sacred person of the prince ex- 
posed to their savage fury— what fatal stars conducted 
us to this fortress. 

Pekuah! answered the princess calmly; a few 
days since you seemed to consider this fortress as the 
habitation of your choice ; joy animated your eye$ 
and inspired your tongue; all ydur sentiments, even 
your attachment to me^ seemed absorbed in the de- 
lights t>f society, and I have reason to believe that 
your present fears arise more from the danger of los- 
ing that society, than from the perils to whicli the 
prince or myself may be exposed. 

Beloved mistress^ replied Pekukh, if you withdraw 
your favour from your slave, she can only bow her 
head beneath your displeasure, and sink into her ori- 
ginal state of insignificancy — ^but wherein can Neka- 
yah accuse me of forgetting that respectful tenderness 
which alone possesses my heart F I am not conscioos 
of any change of manners, or how that vivacity, 
which formerly used to meet your approbation in- our 
discotirses with Imlac .and the astronomer, cieitt have 
displeased you in this fortress ; where,, ficom the want 
t»f variety of dejects, yon allowed it was necessary 
to anatcfa every ioccasional amuseineitf, and avail 
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oursekes of every trivial matter tkat could ex- 
cite it. 

But whf, resumed the princess^ a little softened^ 
woald you spend so much of your time with the son 
of Amalphis ? Though your underttanditig and your 
virtue place you above the malignity of slander^ why 
should yoti peculiarly- choose the conversation of this 
young warrior in preference to the sage discourse «f 
InB father^ or lihe lively and instructive converse of 
Imlac and the astronomer. 

I know not^ lady^ answered Pekuah> that I hav^ 
b^ld more discourse with Dinerbas than with the 
other inhabitants of the fortress ; but if you com** 
mand it> I will henceforward avoid bi« company, nor 
shall I consider it as a sacrifice to my obedience^ ; in-^ 
deed, added she, smiling, if Nekayah will allow me 
to proceed without being olTended at her servant, I 
will confess to her that I find not in the society of 
Dinarbas those charms which so warmly affect the 
prince and Imlac : in the midst of the most interest* 
ing conversation his thoughts often wander from the 
subject, and his eyes are turned on Nekayah. I am 
fully conscious of the infinite attractions of my prin- 
cess, and I cannot sometimes avoid pitying the youth 
for having nourished aspiring sentiments, of the va-* 
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nity of which he is, perhaps, unconscious, and which 
yet his respect endeavours to stifle : but surely no 
woman can entirely conquer the pride inherent in our 
sex, nor likes to be the senseless idol that is crowned 
with flowers, while the vows and incense are offin'ed 
to the Divinity^ 

The princess lelt the truth of her favourite's dis- 
course, and, at the same instant, found all her aflRec- 
tion for her revive ; but great were the accusations 
with which she loaded herself: she regretted her 
blindness, and at the same time upbraided her own 
heart for the pleasure which the discovery of Pekuah 
had given her{ she anxiously prayed, for the return 
of the messenger, that she might depart;, and, if pos- 
sible, lose the memoiy pf all tha^ bad interested her 
in f}ie c^jLle^ 
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CHAPTER. VI, . 

The Princeis meeh takh a, veal 3^i^HinM^ ; 

f 

Neraifar bad tiefer befbre fbund herself itisO^uniHi^ 
a situation : her eyes were fixed oil the * ground,- aild 
she knew not what answer to ttiake to ^ekuah, when 
they were suddenly interrupted by the arrtval of -Zir 
lia, who wild with grief entered the apartment, and 
uttering a heart^^piercing shriek, suhk lifeless on the 
ground, pekuah ran hastily to her asslstaneej but 
Nekayah was unable to move ; she raised her eyes 
to heaven and remained in motionless horror; she 
dreaded to learn tbe eaose of Zilia's affliction; a 
thousand confused imi^es took possession of her m}nd> 
and the idea of RasselasatidDinarbas rushed at^noe 
on her imagination. 

The assistance of Pekuah soon recovered the un« 
happy Zilia. Nekayah ! cried she, I have cruel tid- 
ixigs to relate, but your misfortune k l^ss thail itoine; 
your brother remains^ a prisoner among the tl^^^ 
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tians, but Dinarbas has scarcely a moment to Iive-<- 
even now perhaps be expires^ and I have lost the only 
poor consolation of receiving his last breath — I saw 
him covered with wounds and in a state of insensibi* 
iity-^his valour and that of your brother have saved 
the fortress, but they are victims to our safety — the 

«nemy has retired with great loss. ^Yet why should 

I repine ?r?-r--4jrracious Heaven { continued she, fall* 
ing on her knees, thou art merciful ; my father lives, 
though he lives to misery — ^his laurels cost him the 
life of bis beloi^ spn, and he has no comfort leil but 
the wretched Zilia — ^let me haste to find him, and 
by my tender cares endeavour to calm the sorrow 

that overwhelms, him 1 forget ^he commands 

rae to remain here, and will not suffer me ^o be yrit'^. 
pesfif of the mournful sce^e* 

At this moment Imlao appeared^ and confirmed 
the dread&l tnMh:. he ooi\jured Nekayah to take 
comfort, but she remained the image of despair, and 
returned no answer either to him or Pekuah; at 
length, casting her eyes on Zilia, .^e embraced her, 
and shed a torrent of tears. 

(She seemed now a little relieved, and listened with 
attention to the narrative of Imlac, who told her that 
Am^lj^is had receiv<^ witb detenpined .yilWQr the. 
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mssault of the enemy, many of whom had scaled the 
walls and entered the ibrtress^ but that after a se« 
verecooflict they fled, and were pursued by Dinar* 
bas and Basselas at the head of their horsemen ; that 
.when they came to ^e plain beneath the castle, the 
^nemy turned and renewed the combat with despe- 
rate fiir^f ; that the two young warriors fought with 
distinguished courage, till Dinarbas, pierced with 
wounds, fell lifeless from his horse, and was carried 
from the field by his soldiers, who fled with him to 
the fortress ; and Kasselas, engaged in the midst of 
the aaemjr's ^troops, was at the same instant sur* 
rounded and tdken prisoner. You have much x:ause 
for comfort, lady, continued Imlac, your brother's 
life is in safety, the Egyptians are not .a cruel nation^ 
and it is not probable they will treat injuriously a 
prisoner of war> 

I thank heaven, returned the priaeess, for having 
protected the life ^f my brother ; but, can I enjoy 
eomfort while he remains a prisoner, and while I be- 
hold the afBtction of Zilia and her father? I^t « 
seek the good Amalphis, nor leave him longer ak 
* prey to his sorrow^. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

The 'Love (f J>impaH(m not md&rrigibl^, 

I 

While ^rtef had thoB taken possession, of the victoriji 
the routed Ibrcefr of the Egyptians retired tumultu-* 
oUfily towards the CQiYfxpes of their kingdom. Hasselasi 
hdidtoomii^h fiartitude and philosopjby to be dejected 
ot surprised at what he knew* to be the common 
cbatjce of war ; he rejoiced at the retreat c€ the enc- 
Xay, and submitted with patience to his fate, 
thoOgh h^ regretted th^t he could not share the 
honours of the conquerors : he had been too active 
in the engagement to perceive the fall of Dinarbast 
bpot he feared some ill accident might have attended 
hJin^ as he knew not otherwise how to account for 
losing si^ht of bim> and for the desertion of his 
troops . He vfah \atrietlj secured in the midst of fiAir 
horsemen^ during the time of ihw march^ and at: 
pight placed in a tent surrounded by a strong giiard» 
As soon as the army arrived in Lower Egypt, he en- 
joyed greater liberty, and was permitted to converse 
with the officers ; amongst whom he recognised seve« 
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Tal of the yoting men with whom he had been inti- 
nate at his ^rst arri^l at >Cairo. They received 
him ^ith joy, for they had equally forgotten 4he 
abrapt manner in which he had quitted their society, 
and the good admonitions he had left with them. 
Rasselas wa& displeased at meeting them : What shall 
I do> said he to himself^ in a society of which I have 
provfid theinconveniencesr and have felt the disgust? 
If I could not bear the noisy mirth, -and thoughtless vi*' 
Yacity of my young companions, at my first entering 
into the variousscenesof life, how shall I support the 
fatigue of their company when every day has. in- 
creased my disapprobation of their conduct, and 
convinced me i>f the insufficiency of iheir.amuse'- 
ments? 

In consequence of these reflections, he thanked 
them coolly for their civilities, and avoided any further 
intercourse with them-: but the mind oppressed with 
cares, and accustomed to communicate its inqui- 
etudes, requires the usual relief : he found, not with- 
out humiliation, that some society was necessary, and 
that trifling as their conversation formerly appeared ' 
to him, he was compelled frequently "to fly to it, as to 
a refuge from his own thoughts. He began to discern# 
in .the midst of frantic gaiety and remorseless dissi- 
pation,. sparks of bonou;*, sincerity, and good-naturi 
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that were not < to be stifled by tbe inflqence of pas*- 
sion : he pitied and esteemed the possessors of these 
virtues ; and, ih^ving found by experience that severe 
rebuke and the air of superior prudence produced an 
effect contrary to his wishes, he took gender and 
more successful means. By applauding their ardeur, 
he taught them to distingui^ courage from teinenty# 
a sense of honour and the pride of virtue from re- 
venge an4 vanity, generosity from prodigahty, and 
friendship from blind affection ; he learned, by stu* 
dying their various dispositions and characters, that 
of the number whom he had considered as generally- 
depraved, few were incapable of being reclaimed ; 
and that he had judged too severely of the rest from^ 
the faults of their companions. He found that the 
same admonitions which they had rejected with deri- 
sion, when givea with the severity of a preceptor, 
they. received with avidity when offered with the fa* 
miliar kindness of a friend : by commending them 
for whatever he discovered praiseworthy in their con- 
duct, and by joining in such of their pleasures a* 
were innocent^ be acquired the right of censuring 
their faults, and refusing to imitate their irregulari- 
ties : their minds, unaccustomed to occupation, could 
with difficulty be brought to serious studies; but the 
love of novelty first engaged them to listen, t6 Rasaer 
\i^, when be proposed any improvement that h^ the 
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jip^a^ftne^ cf j$]e9t««re ; arid the natural empire of 
calm and rational amiUBements made them at last 
adopt from conrietion what thejhad at first taken 
up tbrotigh caprice.' Even thv»e who had hefore 
seemed incorrigible, gave way, either to the force of 
reason, or to the prevalence of example, and either 
insensibly joined in the reformation, or complied 
with what they saw the greater number approve. 

Rasselas could not, without a mixture of pleasure 
and regret, behold this change, which he would ne- 
ver have had the patience to effectuate, if he had not 
been compelled to it by his situation. Why did I 
not, while at Cairo, thought he, use the same methods 
and obtain the same success ? I fear I must consider 
myself as guilty of the irregularities of my coropani* 
ons during the space of time which has passed since 
we parted. He, who would wish to reform his fellow- 
creatures, must study attentively the human heart ; 
he must treat with tenderness the man whom weak- 
ness, not perverseness, has caused to deviate from 
the path of virtue : be must fortify by degrees his 
returning energy, nor dazzle at pnce the eyes of 
error with all the splendour of severe truth : he must 
shew her to him first under the form of compassion, 
of benevolence, of indulgence : innocence alone can 
bear the light of her unveiled majesty ; repentance 
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would sink into despair without the balm of mef- 
ey. — No, henceforward let me avoid the pride of 
reproof and the frewn of disapprobation : let me en- 
deavour to instruct by example, and persuade by 
kindness ! 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

Apology, for Musticity, 

Wherever the army passed^ the prince observed 
that great cordiality subsisted between the soldiers 
and the inhabitants of the country : the former re- 
ceived presents of the fruits of the earth, and of the 
milk of the flocks, which made the only riches of 
their rural friends. Rasselas was surprised to find 
great acQteness and penetration in many of these 
shepherds, who gave useful instructions to the sol- 
diers for the remainder of their march, and amused 
them with pastoral sports, while they received them 
with frankness and hospitality. How different do I 
find you, said Rasselas to one of the old shepherds, 
from the race who tend their flocks near the cata- 
racts of the Nile ! . I visited these in hopes to find 
amongst them that gentleness and those harmless vir- 
tues which all ages and all nations have agreed to at- 
tribute to the pastoral life. My disappointment was 
great ^ they were discontented with their own situar 
tiouj envious of the rich, rude and untaught in the 
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arts of general utility* and not more uninstructed in 
the politeness of courts, than in the common duties 
of hospitality. I find, on the contrary, amongst 
you, many who convince me that the poets have 
written after nature^ and I am delighted to perceive 
that the tranquit happiness of a pastoral life, though 
not universal, is not wholly hanished from the eartlu 

Sir, replied the shepherd, I have in my youth 
passed some time in the fruitful pastures which 
you mention, and either the warmth of fancy, not 
uncommon to our nation, particularly in the ispring 
of life, has deceived me, or the shepherds who inha- 
bit that happy climate, are endowed with the 
•same penetration, and exercise the same hospita* 
iity ^s you find amongst us : nay, I have thought 
that they possessed these qualities in a higher de«» 
gree : the purity of the air, the beautiful verdure 
of the fields, the infinite variety of birds that inha- 
bit the groves on the borders of the father of waters ; 
all these images of the power and goodness of the 
Deity must expand their hearts, and purify them, 
from the dross t>f those vile passions which you de- 
scribe. But, sir, the peasant feels, and therefore 
may justly groan under, the pressure of the tyranny 
of the great: your appearance persuades me that 
your rank is above the class of mediocrity ; they 
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liare been accustomed to look on such persons 
as their tyrants, by whom they are never to be 
tisited, but when they are to contribute to enrich 
tbem by the fruiU of their labours, or perhaps to 
amuse a moment of caprice or listlessness by excit* 
iDg in them sentiments of ridicule. What ideas- 
can these have in. common with the rich? If 
you would know their opinions and manners, you 
must divest yourself of the superiority which your 
rank has given you, and live like tfacim. I will not 
promise you that such intercourse will make you 
amends for the sacrifice : I will only say, and your 
present observations may confirm it, [that the poeti- 
cal descriptions of pastoral life, though perhaps em- 
beUished; are not wholly fabulous ; and that were 
you obliged to descend to our humble station, you 
irould find our candour and simplicity not unworthy 
of your regard* The soldier who respects our pro- 
perty deserves our affection, and we let him reap the 
fruits of his moderation and of our gratitude r we en-' 
vy not his riches ; if he has any, they are acquired 
by greater hardships than we are accustomed to, and 
without him we could not possess our fields in tran- 
quillity. Blame us not, therefore, for our rudeness to- 
wards the mighty ; it is perhaps our greatest vir« 
tue : every subject of despotism is equally a slave, 
but it is difficult for him who spends the greatest 
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part of bis time under the ample canopy of bearen, 
who sees all arofind him free except himself and his fel- 
low-creature man> who feels no immediate benefit 
from the princes of the earth, and only knows his 
dependance on them by their temporary oppressions; 
it is difficult for that being not to consider the great 
and the rich as his enemies : it is still more difficult 
for him ta disguise that feeling : neither can he con- 
ceive the necessity of feigning. It is no mark of iU 
liberal sentiment to neglect those above us : we see 
and confess the wants of this army^ we supply them 
with what we possess, and should be cruel if we de-* 
nied them : the connexion which their necessity has 
made them form with us, ei^;ages us to Hve familiarly 
together ; we communicate to them our ideas, and' 
receive information from them : our obligations are 
reciprocal, and our^ desire to please mutual ; but 
where none of these motives subsist, how can you 
Judge of the essential character of any individual, 
or of any class of people ? 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Rasselas in Confinement, 

The army now arrived in a spacious plain^ surround- 
ed by an amphitheatre of hills, where, finding excel* 
•lent pasturage, plentiful springs of water, and a large 
forest to screen them from the heats ofthe sun, they 
formed a regular camp, distributed rewards and pu- 
nishments, and passed several days in feasts and dis» 
sipation. The Arabs, who had accompanied the 
Egyptians in their unsuccessful expedition, finding 
that they loitered away much time in a state of inac- 
tion, became weary of expectation, and unanimously 
agreed to leave their allies and return to their ancient 
desultory mode of fighting ; but before they depart- 
ed, they demanded a division of the spoils and prir 
soners. The Egyptians being unable to refuse, af- 
ter they had employed ineffectually all means of 
soothing them to remain among them, found them- 
selves at last obliged not only to give up their best 
captives, but to enrich the Arabs with the most prc^- 
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ious of their acquisitions ; they murmured but they 
omplied. Such is the advantage of the strong and 
ctive over the weak and indolent. 

Rasselas, in the division of prisoners^ fell to the 
hare of the commander of the Arabs, and was er- 
eemed a valuable prize, on account of his youth, his 
commanding figure, and his skill in various languages ; 
)ut it was not convenient for the chief to carry him 
mmediately to Cairo, the great mart for captives, as 
le would have been embarrassed with him on his 
narch ; be therefore placed him with two slaves of ' 
ipproved fidelity, in a strong tower on the summit 
yf an almost inaccessible mountain, and promised to 
•etum for him- the next month. The slaves by turns 
lescended into the valley to seek provisions for them- 
lelves and Rasselas, but in compliance with what their 
(naster had exacted in proof of their fidelity, for som£ 
^me never exchanged a word with their prisoner. 

Rasselas, notwithstanding bis former philosophy, 
daily lost all temper in bis present situation : during 
his journey thither, and after his arrival, he bad shewn 
50 great an impatience of control, and so much desire 
of forcing his guard, that he was kept with uncom- 
mon strictness* However disagreeable and humiliat- 
ing might be the fate which he expected after the re- 
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turn of the Aizb, he anxiously counted the days al- 
lotted for his confinement : solitude appeared to him 
tbe worst of evils^ and at the expiration of the month 
he looked over the country for the arrival of the Arab 
with an eager expectation^ equal to that with which 
he would have waited for the return of a friend. From 
the rising to the setting sun^ he passed the day at the 
window of his prison, and would scarcely leave it to 
take his accustomed food : for several days fdlowing 
he remained in the same state of anxiety ; his mind 
seemed absorbed in one idea, and could find no re- 
sources in itseUl He endeavoured to substitute the 
thoughts of the past for those of the future : it was 
impossible — sleep fled fropi him by night, and repose 
by day : he interrogated the slaves and received no 
answer : at last, as they perceived his agitation tx> be 
violent, and feared it would endanger his health, they 
told him their master oflen came much later than he 
had designed, since his return depended on the suc- 
cess of his arms ; that he might possibly be several 
months absent, but that in the mean time he himself 
should experience no other ineonveniency than that 
of confinement. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Resources qf Solitude, 

The prince, far from being comforted by the answer 
t>f the slaves, was overwhelmed with affliction : he 
iBunk hopeless oa his mat, the only furniture of his 
prison, and gave himself up to all the melancholy 
4Df his reflections. I am now, said he, arrived at 
the evil I have always dreaded, and which it has 
been my constant study to avoid — why did I take 
^uch pains to quit the happy valley, but to emerge 
from a state of oblivion and inactivity ? Why have 
I endeavoured all my life to improve in virtue and 
knowledge, but with the hopes of advancing the 
good of others and my own glory ? To whom now 
can I communicate kny thoughts? From whom 
can I gain applause or receive information ? If the 
Arab should fall a sacrifice to his avidity, than 
which nothing is more probable, who will be' ac- 
quainted with my retreat? Shall I not be condemn* 
ed to wear out my days in dreadftil sditude, without 
any being to alleviate my woes ? The guards who 
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are placed to watch me^ are not only unwilling but 
incapable of affording me consolation : I have not 
the resource of conversing with the learned of for- 
mer ages, since not a volume is to be found within 
these walls — ^the power of writing is denied me— I 
can gain no alleviation of my misery by setting 
down my thoughts and arranging them with reflec- 
tion — ^how poor is man when divested of external 
succour ! 

Nor were these the only reflections of Rassehs : 
he was anxious for what might be the fate of Ne- 
kayah; he recalled tomind> with the most bitter 
regret, the happy moments he had passed in listen- 
ing to the eloquence of Imhc, and the science of the 
astronomer : he often feared that Dinarbas had fal- 
len a victim to his courage, and perhaps to his 
friendship for him. The image of Zilia w^as eter- 
nally present to him ; levery situation in whidi he 
had found himself with her, every smile, every tear 
was fresh in his imagination : he often repeated the 
conversations he had held with her, and though the 
remembrance gave him inexpressible pain, he feared 
the images should decay, and strove to imprint them 
more str<mgly' oa his memory lest he should lose the 
only satisfac^on that was left him. What gave him 
the greatest uneasiness, was the fear of being for* 
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gotten, and though he fdt the improbability that his? 
friends should discover the place of his retreat, his 
heart would sometimes accuse them of neglect. 

In this state of weariness and affliction Rasselas 
passed near a fortnight ; but at length he began in-, 
sensibly to accustom himself to his situation, and to 
find amusement from the great objects ct nature 
which alone presented themselves to his view. An 
awful tempest, exhibiting the most noble contrast of 
light and darkness, first attracted his attention, and 
for a few moments made him forget his cares : he 
therefore pursued this new resource, and watched 
the various changes of the sky with their effects on 
the chain of mountains that surrounded him» A 
dear moonlight, which adorned the hemisphere 
some evenings afler> gave him the first sentiment 
of pleasure which he had experienced since his cap-^ 
tivity : he described his sensations in a small poem 
which he composed and addressed to Zilia: the 
pains h^ took to repeat and retain it in his memory 
employed the rest of the evening, and he slept that 
night better than he had done since his imprison* 
ment. The following day he composed a descrip- 
tion of the tempest, addressed to Imlac, and resdved, 
on the first occasion, that the absence of the moon 
should, restore brilliancy to the stars, to dedicate an 
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ode on that subject to the astronomer. At nighty as 
soon as the lunar rays entered his chamber^ he flew 
with rapture to the window, as to a situation that 
recalled to him more forcibly the image of Zilia ; 
he made some changes in the poem addressed to 
her the former evening, added some descriptions of 
the prospect in his view, and retired to rest with 
more than usual trancjuillity. 

Nekayah was not forgotten in these ideal compo- 
sitions, and from the time of his finding this em» 
ployment he was less wearied with expectation, and 
consequently more content with his present situatiou> 
He no longer spent hours at the window looking to-« 
wards the only accessible side of the mountain, nor 
listened to the noise of the wind, in hopes it might be 
the trampling of horses. He felt applause in his 
own mind for this new-acquired patience, as for a 
victory gained over . himself, and the exultation of 
<x>nscious merit gave new strength to his resolutions. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Resignation* 

Rasselas was not only resigned to his fate« but be- 
gan to be persuaded that his confinement was rather 
a good than an evil. How unthinking, and how un- 
grateful is man ! said he^ how could I prefer the 
thoughts of slavery and degradation to the life lam now 
leading ! It is true that I am deprived of the amuse- 
ments of variety^ and debarred from the reciprocal 
communications of friendship, but am equally saved 
from the mortificatiims so frequent in society, and 
from the malice of hatred and envy. If I am inca* 
pacitated from doing good, I am at least prevented 
from committing ill : it is true I am here useless to 
my friends, but I have the satisfaction of reflecting 
that it was in their defence, and in the service of my 
country that I lost my liberty. — Nekayah has sense 
and resolution, she can neither want friends to assist 
her with advice, nor prudence to follow their coun- 
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sek. Imhc and the astronomer pursued their path 
iti life long before^ they knew me : Dinarbas either 
perished nobly in the battle^ or is engaged in the 
career of glory.— —Zilia could neyer have been 
mine with honour to herself^ and obedience to my 
father — I am «aved from the pain of seeing her in 
the arms of another, or of destroying all the happi- 
ness of her life — Providence has certainly enclosed 
me here as a shelter from guilt, and I receive the be- 
nefit with gfjititude. 

The hermit whom we visited in his retreat> and 
accompanied back to Cairo, was not contented with 
a voluntary retirement, and yet I have accustomed 
myself to forced seclusion, even without many of 
the advantages which he enjoyed— whence arises so 
strange a difierence ? Perhaps, while the mind has 
a power of wanderings it can never sink into 
repose: peihaps, while choice is allowed us, in- 
constancy will attefid our desires: how merciful is 
heaven in allotting to man the part he is to act 
in this world! Did it depend wholly on himself, 
caprice would direct his actioni, and remorse Would 
follow thtm. Resignation should be the favourite 
study oi the mm, and the principal virtue bf the 
brave. 



50; -J>INARBAS^ ^ TALB; 

How can a man think himself dlone while sur« 
rounded with the noblest works of bis Creator? 
while the planets, the stars, and that great lominaryu 
whose genial influence dispenses light and heat to 
the vast universe, afford a constant field for medita- 
tion and thankfulness? How can he consider him* 
self as friendless and unprotected, when the hand of 
God equally supports the captive in his wretched 
dungeon, and the conqueror at the head of his tri* 
umphant army ; when a moment may change the 
fate of either as his will directs^ and when all their 
efforts, without his immediate assistance, can neither 
alter or continue their present situation ? Uncertaim 
as I am which is the most preferable of the varioua 
conditions of life, I am yet persuaded, that if there 
is much disappointment, there is likewise much 
comfort to be found in all. I will therefore form 
DO pther prayer to the divinity, than to keep .me 
from crime and error, and teach me to be whdij 
governed by his wilK Would it not be presumption 
in .A blind man to pretend to chuse his path ? AU 
that. )ie can do is to endeavour, as far a$ his strength 
will permit, to walk. upright in that which isap» 
pointed him by his guide — and are we not all rao^. 
rally blind/ What have the greatest sages diBcover** 
ed but that they knew nothing? And shall wrnot' 
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yield ourselves without reserve to the direction of that 
IMvine Leader, who not only allots for us the path it 
is most fit we should pursue, but supports and con- 
soles us amid, the dangers and difficulties that sur- 
round it ? 



t^ 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

Nekmfoh irutmcted by Mirforttmc, 

During the confinement of Rasselas, various events 
happened in the fortress where he had left Nekayah. 

Attended hy Imlac^ Nekayah went to the apart- 
ment of Amalphis : she found him seated on a sofa 
writing : she was astonished at his tranquilhty^ and 
advancing, inquired^ with trembhng anxiety, after 
Dinarbas. 

Lady, returned the venerable warrior, my son is 
no more — ^he has fallen nobly in the exercise of his 
duty ; and while the funeral honours, that justly be- 
long tb the young hero, are preparing, I take this 
moment to inform the emperor of the success of his 
arms. Is such, then, replied Nekayah, the ef- 
fect of philosophy, courage or resignation? Can 
they divest you of the feelings of nature, or teach 
you to support with patience, a loss under which the 
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.irisest haye deapAir^^^ ^^^ ^^ brayest have 8unk ? 
liady> said Amalphis, neither philosophy nor reason 
could reconcile me to the death of my son t they 
.fifho would cure grief by declamation, or stifle sen- 
timent by reason> know little of the heart of man : 
jtbe more I thtnk the more I am persuaded of the 
virtues of Dinarbas: the more I reflect the more 
pxost I regret bis loss. My hopes are nver in this 
worlds and happiness is for ever banished from me : 
,all that now remains is to do my duty for the poor 
^mnant of my life, and thjen sink into tranquillity 
or rise to glory. Grief does not always shew itself by 
tears and exclamations : if there is any power in phi- 
Josophy^ it consists in preventing us from giving exte- 
jrior proofs of our affliction, but it cannot cure the 
wound inflicted on the heart: employment and acti^ 
.vity may perhaps have a greater efiect, but not in 
ju£ferings like mine. The only reflection that saves 
me on the very brink of the precipice of despair, is 
^resignation to the will of heaven ; and the only mo>> 
-tives, that can make me outwardly conquer my 
affliction, are my duty to my sovereign and my 
Jove to Zilia : these, added Amalphis, with a look of 
smutterable sorrow, make me bearlife^ nor trouble 
others with my complaints; but the anguish remains 
in my brea8t> and .time or reflection will only serve 
40 increase jt^. . 

f3 



: PIMARBAS> A TALE 



CHAITER XIII. 

7%e Funeral qf Dinathas. 

The body of Dioarba8> clothed in a rich robe> was 
carried on a bi^r, decprated with branches of palm 
and laurel, by six of the chosen warriors whom he 
had commanded^ while the rest followed leading their 
horses, all inarching with their arms reversed, to the 
60und of mournful harmony, with unfeigned afflic- 
tion in their countenance. Next to them walked 
Amalphis, followed by Zilia, Nekayah, and their at» 
tendants> the procession being closed by the remainder 
4>f the garrison* Dinarbas had gained the a&cticm 
of all, and by all he was jregretted. 

When they arrived at the place of burial, which. 
iKras a small valley on the banks of the river, the sol** 
diers set down the bier; and the garrison being 
formed into ranks, on one side headed by Amalphisi 
while on the other stood the female mourners, a ve« 
nerable priest advanced, and according to the custom 
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0f Abissinia^ placing himself near the body, pro- 
nounced the following oration : 

Grieve not, O ye soldiers, companions of the he- 
ro whose obsequies we are met to celelnrate: your la- 
mentations cannot recal him to life : weep not, ye 
lovely mourners, Dinarbas cannot be restored by your 
tears : atlend to the praise of his actions, and imi- 
tatie his virtues all ye who regret his loss : behold the 
fgte of youth, of genius, of valour ! Employ the 
fleetipg hours, and let your life, Vke his, be glorious, 
^dyour death, like his, triumphant. 

" Few have been thy years, Dinarbas ! but well hast 
thou employed them : the burning sands ci Lybia, 
the stony precipices of Arabia, the fertile plains of 
£gypt, have been witnesses of thy glorious deeds : con- 
qqest sat on thy sword, and humanity beamed from 
tj^y eyes. Unwearied by fatigue and hardship, un- 
CfMTupted by the charms of victory, thy mind was ac- 
tive as the northern breeze, and thy heart pure as the 
sti^^ni that flows before thee : fierce as the whirlwind 
in the day of battle, mild as the zephyr in the hour 
jof friendship, thou knewest all the arts of war, and all 
the ornaments of peace I merciful to thy vanquished 
ene^iies, unshaken in thy resolves, courteous in thy 
ip^nners, firm and ardent in the cause of honour and 
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-of thy country, thou leavest us to lament thy loss^ and 
follow thy example! — ^yet who shall imitate thee^ O Di- 
narbas? where shall we find the warmth of youth 
united to the^zperience of age ? where shall we see, 
liut in thy comprehensive mind, the knowledge of the 
sage who has passed his days in meditation, and that of 
the soldier whose years hare flowed through the busy 
scenes of active life ? Warriors ! like him fly the seduc- 
tions of dissipation: Dinarbas, in the bloom of youtb, 
endowed with all the warmth of fancy, was superior to 
their enticements: bis greatest conquests were over 
his own passions: he subdued them, or like vanquished 
enemies, made them subservient to his great designs* 
and directed them with despotic sway in the cause of 
virtue and honour. Superior to. every obstacle, when 
he had by his last action ensured his glory and our 
freedom, he fell in the arms of victory, and expired 
amidst the acclamations of a grateful people. — Strew 
his bier with flowers, O ye virgins of Abissinia ! he 
has saved you from slavery and dishonour — ^throw 
palms and laurels around him, O ye warriors ! he led 
you to conquest, and he has left you the fruits of his 
triumph — ^and thou, Aroalphis! by whom he was 
inspired with heroic ardour and god-like virtue; thou 
whose precepts and whose example he has so well obey- 
ed and imitated, father of our hero, and father of thy 
troops ! may the great exploits, may the exalted vir- 
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toes of Dinarbas compensate to thee the shortness of 
the term which Heaven has granted him ! and may 
these, thy other children, emulate equally the valour 
and the filial a£fection of their beloved warrior ! 

'Amalphis could no longer refrain from tears ; they 
trickled in abundance down his venerable cheeks; 
the chiefs of the army ran to embrace his knees, and 
the soldiers, whom respect detained from approach- 
ing, filled the air with exclamations of grief for Di« 
narbas, and vows of fidelity to his father. 

' Zilia and Nekayah remained motionless in silent 
sorrow : the priest made signs for them to advance, 
and cast flowers on the bier ; they approached with 
trembling knees, and uncertain steps: the tender 
Zilia supported herself, half fainting, on her women ; 
but Nekayah, summoning all her resolution to pay 
the last tribute to the memory of Dinarbas, walked 
majestically to the bier, and looking stedfastly on 
the body, as she scattered roses over it, thought she 
perceived the breast heave with some remains of life : 
dubious and agitated between hope and fear, she 
approached still nearer, when she saw his eyes open^ 
and again close from the light of day, and soon after a 
sigh assured her lie was yet alive. No longer mourn* 
but assist your hero ! cried Nekayah, wild with joy* 
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and yet trembling with apprehension ; bring speedy 
succour, and he may still be presenred to his friends 
and country — he yet breathes*--^0 haste to save 
him ! 

The rapture and confusion were universal Amal- 
phis thought that the imagination of Nekayah, af- 
frighted at the mournful solemnity, had flattered her 
disturbed senses with a momentary delusion : the 
most skilful physiciansy the whole garrison had pro- 
nounced him dead. Amalphis raised his eyea to 
Hejaven — ^Defend me, all -gracious Power ! cried the 
venerable warrior ; defend me from this dazzling ray 
of fallacious hope, save me from falling still deeper 
into the abyss of misery. 
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CHAPreR XIV. 
Embarrastment qf Nehayah, 

By the care of those around \\\m» Dinarhas was re* 
stored to life : he turned his eyes with astonishment 
on Nekayah, Zilia/ and his father. Amalphis couk| 
no longer doubt: he poured forth his grateful thank3 
to heayeri with all the feelingfibf a father, and ordered 
his son to be carried hack to his apartment in th^ 
fortress^ where, in a few days, hii wounds were proved 
not to be mortal. 

Nekayah was in the mean time greatly embar- 
rassed Vvith her own reflections : she was sensible 
that as soon as Dinarbas was recovered he would re- 
new his visits to her : the supposed obligation of her 
restCNTing him to life woiild be a strong claim upon 
his gratitude, and he could therefore no longer avoid 
her Company, even if he wished it: bis distant re- 
spect must change into tender acknowledgments, 
and she could not trust her heart witli receiving Jthenu 
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She now wanted counsel, and knew not where to 
seek it : Rasselas, in whom she had the highest con- 
fidence, was absent : Pekuah was too submissively at- 
tached to her mistress to have any other opinion than 
faer's : Imlac she suspected of the same complaisance^ 
and the astronomer was too unknowing in the ways 
of the world to afford her any assistance. Amalphis 
and Zilia were the last persons to whom she could 
have applied, even if they had been acquainted with 
her situation, which she did not chuse to disclose td 
them. In this perplexity of doubt, her mind often 
rested on the idea of Binarbas. Did not my senti^ 
ments too nearly regard himself, thought Nekayab, 
how excellent a friend might I have found in him !* 
one in whom my confidence would have been securely 
placed, and whose judgment and sincerity would 
have directed me in the paths of honour and of pru« 
dence ! 

Such were the anxieties of Nekayah, and she soon 
had reason to perceive they were not groundless, 

Dinarbas recovered his health, and his first <:are 
was to visit her. Zilia had informed him of the 
grief which the princess had felt for his loss,, and the- 
respect she had paid to his memory. His lather had 
related to him the circumstances of his being re* 
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Stored to life by Nekayah^ and the joy that had ap* 
peared in her Countenance. She had indeed foreseen 
that all this would happen ; but she could not have 
solicited a concealment of her sentiments without giv* 
iug a suspicion of their nature* 

When she perceived Dinarbas enter the apartmentj^ 
she endeavoured to hide her agitation, and turped the 
discourse on the universal joy of the garrison at his 
recovery, < and particularly on the feelings of his 
father and Zilia : she smilingly mentioned the praise^ 
which bad been bestowed on him at his funeral^, and 
congratulated the young warrior on the rare advan-> 
tage of being informed of them : she then changed^ 
the subject, talked of her brother, and of the fruitless 
inquiries madeby Amalphis after the Egyptian army. 
3ut Diqarbas was not satisfied with the apparent 
ease with which she spoke of circumstances that, by 
the account of Zilia, had so deeply affected her. 

Nekayah, said he, do not expect me to thank you 
for restoring me to life j my death would have been 
happy : I had done my duty, and my father and 
fellow -soldiers approved my actions: my sister had 
shewn her regard for my memory : and I am told, 
tiiat even Nekayah shed some tears over me — Had I 
been sensible of so unexpected and so blest an event^ 
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I could have desired no more. I am now restored to 
life and to your indifference ; yet, Nekayah, you are 
mistaken in Dinarbas^ if you suppose him capable of 
passing the bounds of that respect which he owes 
you : his conduct might hare assured you of his ef- 
forts to subdue a passion^ of which he is no longer 
master^ and for which you ought rather to pity than 
to blame him. 

Dinarfoas ! answered the princess^ I will be sincere 
with you ; I own my fault in not having sooner been 
so : hear me^ and learn the reasons c^ my conduct^ 
but first let me entreat your promise never^ till you 
see my brother^ to disclose the secret with which I am 
going to intrust you. 

Binarbas promised all she desired, and Nekayah 
continued ; I am daughter to the emperor of Abis- 
sinia, and Rasselas is his fourth son : curiosity after 
new scenes, and disgust of inaction^ first induced 
us tp leave the valley ; you know the rest ; — judge 
whether I ought to hear you ; judge, when I further 
confess, that I hear you with pleasure. 

I 

Binarbas was less surprised at the discovery of the 
rank of Nekayah, than delighted with her avowal of 
an attachment, which he could scarcely have hoped 
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for; he wag about to thank her with all the rap- 
tures of happy love> when the princess stopped him. 

Dinarbas> said she, the discovery I have made to 
you is not to authorize your weakness or mine ; the 
confidence I have placed in you, proves my opinion 
of your prudence, and my conviction of your honour. 
Pleased with the charms of your society, secure in 
your respect, and conscious of my own prin-< 
ciples, I should perhaps have remained a long 
time in the delightful illusion, without thinking of 
the uneasiness I was preparing for myself and for 
you : but, I had no right to leave you in error, and 
your conduct has deserved that I should explain my* 
self : after this explanation, I fly to you for counsel 
and support : assist me in clearing the mist which 
obscures our reason. It is true I consider as a preju<> 
dice the difference of our birth ; but it is a prejudice 
established by the universal custom of ages, and con- 
sequently Ought to be respected by all who regard 
their fame ; virtue is wholly in our own power, but 
fanae depends on the breath of the multitude, and 
the multitude is governed by prejudice. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Dinarbas justifies the Confidence qf the Princess. 

DiNARBAs^ astonished and distressed at the discoaxse 
of Nekayah^ remained for some time silent ; at length, 
recovering himself. Princess, said he, I will not ask 
your pardon for involuntary error : I thank you for 
the confidence you have reposed in me : you will 
soon judge whether I deserve it : only remember, that 
though we may be masters of our actions, we cannot 
command our sentiments : mine will never alter ; 
but your sincerity has found the only means of im- 
posing on them an eternal silence. 

Having so said, he left abruptly the apartment. 
Nekayah arose, went to the window, and raising her 
eyes to heaven. All-seeing Power ! said she, support 
me in this hour of trial, this hour in which Nekayah 
has resigned all the happiness of her life : I feel the 
whole weight of the sacrifice ; I find I was not de- 
ceived in Dinarbas. 
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A short time after^ Amalphis entered: Lady> said 
he, my son is resolved to seek his friend : the capti- 
vity of your brother will not permit him to continue 
longer in a repose which he thinks degrading to his 
honour and injurious to his friendship. I approve 
his Intention, but not the desire of its immediate ex- 
ecution : his wounds are recent, his health not yet 
re-established ; join your entreaties to mine, and he 
win perhaps delay for a few days his departure : my 
counsels, nay, my commands, have been fruitless. 
Zilia, who at this instant entered the apartment, 
made the same request to Nekayah with tears in her 
eyes. The princess was more embarrassed than ever, 
yet could find no reason to refuse so just a prayer : 
she sent for Dinarbas, and, before his father and 
Zilia, thanked him for his generous resolution ; but 
requested that he would defer to put it in execution 
till his health should be perfectly restored. 

From this moment, she studiously avoided all oc- 
casions of meeting Dinarbas, except in company with 
Pekuah, Imlac, and the astronomer, whose lively and 
instructive conversation always found new subjects, 
and prevented the fatal vacuity which Nekayah 
dreaded; yet could not all her endeavours stop the 
increaising ill: the constraint, which both the 
princess and Dinarbas imposed on themselves, served 
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only to augment their mutual esteem^ and conse- 
quently defeated their intentions. 

tmlac, without penetrating the cause of an unea* 
^iness which he had long perceived in the princess^ 
imagined the activity of her mind wanted new sub- 
jects; and that fatigued with always seeing the same 
things^ and pursuing the same topics^ she was weary 
of her situation, and of all that surrounded her. He 
therefore endeavoured to find out some novelty that 
might fix her attention ; and having been himself 
greatly delighted with the conversation of the priest 
who had pronounced the funeral oration of Dinarbas^ 
he entreated leave of the princess to introduce him 
to her. Nekayah gladly accepted the proposal : hfs 
discourse on that memorable day was deeply engraved 
on her mind> and she had often wished for an oppor^ 
tunity of conversing with him. 

Elphenor was surprised at the proposal of Imlac, 
Immersed as I have been for more than forty years, 
said he, in the studies necessary to my profession, 
what entertainment can my conversation a£rord.to 
youth and beauty, gaiety and wit ? Your lady will 
behold in me a man, who has given up all connections 
in this world, except with those individuals whose 
miseries lead them to apply to me for assistance. I 
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haye been long disused to the society of the fortu- 
nate : however^ I will neither refuse the solicitations 
of kindness, nor the request of curiosity : I will ac- 
company you whenever you command me. 



* V 
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CHAPITER XVL 

Advantages and Disadvantages of the Sacer'dotal 

Station. 

The princess^ Pekuab, and the astronomer, were 
waiting Mrith impatience for the arriyal of Imlac with 
the priest ; at their entrance, the princess rose and 
respectfully saluted Elphenor : he returned her cour- 
tesy with a modest, but not servile humility; and the 
conversation soon became general : it turned on the 
happy event which had restored Dinarbas to his 
friends ; and the princess took occasion to bestow the 
warmest praises on the oration pronounced by El- 
phenor. Lady, answered he, whatever impression 
my words may have made on the assembly, you are 
not to attribute it to the powers of eloquence. I will 
not, by a false delicacy, deny that I have been some* 
times flattered with exciting the applauses of my au- 
ditors, and that I have passed days and nights in stu- 
dying to deserve them, but my late theme was of itself 
sufficient to interest those who heard me, and the hearts 
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of all the assembly felt more than the most studied 
discourse could inspire. If they approved of my 
words^ it was because they perceived my feelings 
were congenial with their own : in courts and In great 
cities^ the flowers of eloquence may be employed^ 
with successful seduction, to persuade the multitude 
into an admiration of the imaginary virtues and the 
nugatory exploits of those whom we are commanded 
to celebrate: the veil of dignity which conceals themi 
from the people, the uncertainty of opinions which 
disguises them amongst their equals, favour the decep- 
tion, and hide the falsity of the orator. But in a 
place like this, where every one had been witness of 
the life, and could almost dive into the heart of him 
whom I undertook to propose as a model for their 
iniitation, ornament would have been vain, and deceit 
useless ; besides, I have long since given up the ho<- 
nours of elocution $ and all my present aim is, as 
far as mortal frailty will admit, to pay due homage 
to truth, and to seize every opportunity of conveying 
instruction and consdation to those committed to 
my car«» 

This is the noblest of all aims, replied the princess, 
and the only one really worthy of the good and the 
enlightened ;* your occupations, venersible Elphenor ! 
are -so far above the common pursuits of mankind. 
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that we cannot but consider you in a state infi- 
nitely superior to the rest of the inhabitants of this 
globe. What other profession consecrates itself whoUy 
to the service of the Divinity, and to the comfort of 
our fellow-creatures ? 

My profession^ answered the sage, is certainly de- 
serving of reverence and protection : but where is the 
state of life in which a man cannot meditate on the 
power and goodness of the Deity ? in which he can- 
not assist and instruct other human beings ? It it 
true, we are peculiarly set apart for these duties : but 
do we always perform them ? If we do. not, how far 
more guilty are we than the rest of mortals, who 
have other employments, other avocations to divert 
their attention ? Sensible of the awful charge com- 
mitted to our care, how poignant must be our re- 
morse, if we have omitted the means of guiding our 
disciples, if we have led then) astray by false maxims 
or bad example — I 

Here Elphenor made a short pause, but soon 
added, with unusual warmth, — ^And where is the in- 
structor who has nothing of this kind with which to 
reproach himself? Yet let me add, whatever may 
be the faults, whatever the negligence of the mem- 
bers of our order, we are often too severely punished 



CONTINUATION OF BASSELAS. 7^ 

by the strictures of the world : the smallest error iii 
our conduct, the smallest weakness ui our nature, . is 
harshly coudemned^t or cruelly ridicokd by the mul4 
titude, whose eyes, ever open to the faihngs. of their 
fellow-creatures, are particularly intent on ours. We 
often deserve blame, I confess^ and mankind has the 
same right to censure xjis, as the other, inhabitants of 
the globe ; but at least let their censure be equally 
distributed, and let.not a lai^ershare thanwe deserve 
fall on our heads. Let them consider, that however 
our thoughts are raised to heaven, our origin is the 
same as theirs; that we have the s«ne inclinations, 
the same, passions as themselves : and whether the 
habits and restraints of the clerical life give us- 
greater means of resisting them or not, is to me un- 
eertain; ^ithei', therefore, the whole world is unjust,, 
or our profession has no advantages superior to those. 
io£ other men.' 

You have at least, said Imlac, the Advantage of be«. 
ing and having been in every age^ and in every na- 
tion, the t^lass of men to whom every one has applied 
for counsel, and whom the greater: number have 
obeyed without hesitation* You enjoy the most 
flattering of all distinctions^ that of respect : an<i 
J:ou exercise .th6 most powerful of all Jurisdiction v 
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for yoor emqiire is exi&roised over ^ mini r yo%t 
inflaence hss been equally UJk in tbe great revoHi^ 
tms of kliigdo«M> and in the niaMigtiiieist of do** 
mestic concerns. White yott eii|oy theise dtsti'a-' 
guished prerdgatms, cmi yiott Dronda» ^ thtft enry 
thodd attack yoii^ or that aMnki[fld> natoratty im* 
patient of subjection, shoukl take the first oppor^ 
tunity of emaocipsGting itself iiconi thae respect^ to 
which it submits wit^ patn> becoysne ehjolne^ aa a 
dwty, 

Tbesa tery pferdf atit^, answered EI{)henor, mte 
lilt gfrtatest enemies that we hate to fear : dairzled 
with the specious titles kvisbed on us by the m>M, 
conKrinced of iSsit real dMi^aMfagea to be tKeaqped from 
power aad kifluenee> prides \a» takeh poasessioti of 
so many individ^a amang asy that eensura liaa 
oflen called it the distinctive character of ^r ordec^; 
and as simplicity and truth have only power to ' go-* 
verA rationat mivids, many of us whs! Infef aiiafcdi at 
universa! dofniiBnon> have thought it necttssafjrto ^m* 
ploy odier mams to catch the greater nmaibey. We 
hare had ivcotose to the asnafeanes of pnopacMl 
luxury to cismai?md the respaet of Ike md^ aad 
han afiaed oarsdvea Witili all the tdrrats rf lopMI^ 
tion to subdue the iffaianntr tte fttttful^ axd Ac 
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weak. Such have been the errors into which ambi- 
tion has led us; errors more hurtful to mankind 
than all the destruction which has followed the 
sword oC the general, or the projects of the states- 
man. 



r3 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
Danger qf Fanatidsin* 

NsKATAHydelighted with the candour of Elphenor^ told 
him that she was assured he had no reason to reproach 
himself with the ills mankind had suffered by men ci 
his order ; and that ^he doubted not but many ethers, 
though they might not have attained to the height of 
beneficence and exemplary conduct which distin- 
guished him, yet had, to the best of their knowledge^ 
fulfilled the duty of their station. 

Indeed, lady, answered the sage> I have known 
many to whom I have looked up with reverence; 
many who have subdued their passions with heroism^ 
and who have devoted themselves entirely to their 
functions : I have seen amongst my brethren some 
examples of uncommon fortitude,, some who in times 
of that most dreadful scourge of human nature, ge- 
neral pestilence, have stedfastly remained with their 
^lisciples to encourage and console them^ when uni* 
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ireiBal terror bad brokeo eren the ties of blood, and 
mrlien the fear of death alone reigned with despotic 
sway. I have known others who, firm in the cause 
of religion, have sacrificed their life to their belief: 
but here much distinction is to be made : obstinately 
attached to his opinion, a man often mistakes hypo- 
thesis for truth ; and will often go as far in its defence. 
Every religion has had its martyrs, whose deaths fre- 
quently inspire us with less admiration of their conr 
stancy, than abhorrence of the cruelty of their into- 
lerant persecutors. 

Sir, said the astronomer, your discourse convinces 
me not only of your sincerity, but of your judgment ; 
I am therefore persuaded you will forgive me, if I ask 
you whether your piety is not often shocked^ and. 
your understanding disgusted, at finding yourself 
obliged by the lawsof Abissinia, not only to practise, 
but to enjoin to others, some ceremonies which you 
cannot ^prove? Are you not grieved to find, that 
many of the more enlightened part of your disciples 
doubt (^ the most essential truths of our religion, on 
account of the accessory circumstances invented by 
man ? and to see that the lower class of those com- 
mitted to your care, embrace equally the practices 
of exalted piety and of senseless fanaticism, while 
with affecting, though mistaken zeal^ they follow 

s3 
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blindly every error into which custom compels yon 
to lead them ? 



That 1 have felt all the sentiments you now de- 
scribe^ replied Elphenor, you will scarcely believe^ 
when you see me pursue the practices which you so 
justly disapprove ; yet nothing is more true. I ve- 
nerate the unsullied purity of religion^ and lament 
that it should be encompassed with the veil of super- 
stition: but some ceremonies are necessary, and 
they who have endeavoured to divest it ^totally of 
such^ have found that reverence has been laid 
aside^ and respect forgotten^ while fanaticism has 
taken the same hold of the ignorant^ though it has 
assumed a different form. Error is natural to man : 
the wayward mind will «ver substitute supersti- 
tion for devdtion, and sophistry for philosophy^ 
Where can you see this more exemplified than in the 
science which you have made your particular study F 
During how many ages has not the strangest of all 
errors, judicial astrology, prevailed over the senses of 
man, while the demonstrations of astronomical truth 
have been neglected ? With respect to those whom you 
call the more enlightened part of my hearers, who 
condemn the whole of religion because some accessory 
circumstances are faulty, they have likewise their in** 
comprehensible tenets and their particular fanaticism; 
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«nd it has been justly remarked^ that none is more 
credulous than the unbeliever. 

Alas ! rejoined Nekayafa, who would madly give 
up the only consolation in the time of affliction^ 
the only refuge for grief, the only calmer of inquie* 
tude ? Without the aiding power of religion^ we 
should be abandoned to despair — what other means 
could we find to conquer those sentiments and subdue 
tliose afflictions which give way only to the prevalence 
tf devotion. 

It is certain, answered the sage, religion is the uni- 
versal and the only true consoler ; yet I must add, 
that from this maxim, true as it is, often springs a 
most fatal error : the mind, weakened by affliction, 
falls more easily a victim to the baneful influence of 
fanaticism ; and when once it has begun to wander 
in the gloomy mansions of that destructive phantom^ 
its energy is wholly lost, and it is conducted by its 
haughty ruler amid the mazes of deception, till it 
loses not only the hope, but even the desire of re- 
turning happiness. 

My situation has often afforded me examples of 
this truth : and I have been so much convinced of 
the danger, that^ whenever the afflicted apply to me> 
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after I bare odborted them to hope in the benefi- 
cence of that Being, who can raise the humble froii^ 
the dvut, calm every discordant passion, and restore 
peace and tranqoiUitj to the bosom lacerated by dis« 
appointed ambition or hq>eles6 lore, I always coun- 
sel them to avoid meditation, to fly from solitude, as 
the most pernicious of evils« and seek in emj^oyment 
A refuge from morbid care. 

The greatest of all mental afflictions, the conscious*- 
ness of guilt, may be lessened by deprecating the 
wrath of ofiended HeaVen, and by the exercise of ac» 
tive virtue ; but to substitute indolent fanaticism for 
criminal pursuits^ is only exchanging one passion for 
another^ and losing those precious moments which a 
merciful Deity has granted for expiatory repentance. 
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CHAPTER XVHL 

JYoubtes in Abissinia* 

Nekatah was struck with the advice of Elphenoo 
and felt the necessity of exercising the virtues he re* 
commended* 

The time now approached which had been £xed 
for the departure of Dinarbas, and every motive en- 
gaged him to hasten it : he selected only a few horse- 
men to accompany him^ that he might not leave the 
fortress unprovided in case of a second attack ; and^ 
to the regret of the whole garrison^ set forward oi^ 
an expedition^ of which the success was uncertain. 

. The first days of his absence were spent by the 
princess in reflections on her conduct : and these re- 
flections being naturally consolatory^ she applauded 
her firmness^ and hoped that returning tranquillity 
would soon be the reward of the sacrifice which she 
^ad made ; but afl;er some lime parsed in thes^ 



thoughts, which were only interrupted by the usual 
occurrences of society, she felt every hour increasing 
weariness. Unwilling to suppose her victory incom- 
plete, she attributed her anxiety and restlessness to the 
uncertainty of her fate, to the situation of her bro- 
ther, to a thousarid ca'Q8es,Done of which had occur- 
red to her a few days before. One morning, as she 
was immersed in these contemplations, Pekuah en- 
tered, and informed her that the messenger, dis- 
patched to the court of Abissinia, was returned, and 
desired admittance. The princess was alarmed at 
this intelligence : for how could she quit the for* 
tress and return to the happy valley, without her 
brother? 

The messenger, after he had prostrated himsdf be* 
fore Kekayah, delivered to her letters directed totte 
prince, which she received and placed beside her on 
the sofa: he then, by her command, related, that 
being arrived at Gonthar, the capital of Abisnnia, 
he had found an universal confusion spread over the 
city. The second and third sons, said he, of your 
glorious father, Sarza and Menas^ have rebelled 
against him, and the venerable monarch is almost a 
prisoner in his court: these princes, with whose 
ambitious characters you are not unacquainted, 
found means to escape from the happy vaHey by the 
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same passage which priace IU»iel$s. bad made : tbey 
have raised a cottsiderable army> and are alreadj 
masters of the lertife pnrovifM^ of Aa»bara« The 
etDperor^ on htacing <^ their r^volW took anus with 
celerity, and mwdbed against them, h^ii^ first 
eUig^ faia cUestson, Zeiigis, to accoonpalijr htm aad 
head the oavaky ;. but thia unforttuaate prince beiaf 
hlely kiUed in a shirmisb with sense of the in^m* 
gaots^ grief and despair have talcen pesaesskn eC th^ 
heart of the emperoTi wfaa haaidamed to bis eapttid> 
surrounded by his best troops, leaving the rest un- 
der the command of his generals in the field. 

When he received the letter of prince Rasselas, he 
burst into tears, and said — I pardon him for leaving 
the happy valley, though, had he not divested him- 
self of his obedience to his sovereign and fathen 
Sarza and Menas would never have dared to attempt 
an escape superior to their courage and to their pe- 
netration. Go to Rasselas, command him to come to 
me immediately, and expiate his fault by the defence 
of his father : let Nekayah remain where she now 
is : but recommend to them both a total silence on 
their rank, as necessary in the present circumstances^ 
lest Rasselas should be intercepted by his rebellious 
brothers. My further instructions to him, and the 
order for the governor of the fortress to set him at 
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liberty, sball be delivered to thee before tby depar* 
lure. These are the papers, lady, and the com* 
mandftof our sovereign : I am > not surprised at the 
astonishment which I perceive in your looks: the re*' 
bellion of the princes has been stidden, and is con-* 
ducted with such art as to prevent all communication 
between the capital and the frontiers : I had the ut- 
most difficulty ito escape their guards ; but I will not 
trouble you with a recital of the various disfguises^I 
bave employed to elude their vigilance. 
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CHAPTER XDC 

The same Sul^ect continued. 

7hs princess felt deeply the affliction of her father^ 
and the misfortunes of the state : she reflected sen* 
OQsly on the share she had in causing them, and la« 
mented her total inahility of being useful to the.em« 
peror : she found herself destitute of all assistance : 
Kdsselas was absent^ and in a situation that made it 
impossible to. estimate the time of his return* Dinar* 
btfa was, in comphance with her wbhes, departed ii^ 
search of him; and she was deprived of the present 
aid of that young warrior, without knowing whether 
he; might succeed in finding the prince: she was 
equally perplexed to know what directions ought to 
be ^iyen: tP Ajooalphis in the present , emergency^ 
Pelu^ab conjured her to open the packet addressed 
to Bass^las ; but she £rmly refused. My dear Pekuah, 
said Ihe j>rincess, an action which in itself is blame- 
able can never be Justified by the lawfulness of the 
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motive : to open a letter addressed to another^ is a 
breach of confidence, which political reasons may au- 
thorize, but which honour and delicacy must ever 
reject. I know not what orders the emperor may 
have given to Rasselas: I know his commands to 
me, and will obey4bem» 

The princess then ordered the messenger to repair 
to Amalphis, and inform him of the rebellion, and 
of every thing that he was permitted to tell ; of her 
iotffiilfcn «f remftbiitig with Zdia,:'t(b be in wfety 
fioBi tbd htefDis of war^ and inf the ^mtmmadsk iiB«i 
p«Md oaitaMefau by hia Mferaign, tit fly 10 hh «• 
siitanceL 



AmoliftiU soon veetif ed fiMa-Violoas parswis dM 
same itnteltigieiiae of tht flanM vAudk bad- made •qeh 
f flpid p«)gvess vk Ablsglnku Preeantl ons <iiay bcr «b^ 
ictiwd, and tesftfctad for a sltort ttam by * iM»»« 
vom army } but that triil ffot reauiQi a seoi^t irhkb 
Many are anjolqed it keep, und iMmy iat^Kglcd !• 
divulge. Not halving rtctWti afty iMtruttti^ii^ Ihm 

tkis emfwor, b« um tmeertiiiA Ik^ t4 iM : fer d^N 

potic po«r«v wilt not efien be 4eirV«d against its M9i« 
maiidsi liawaslikawiiie Itifomiidy thatkfctMiigb^y 
ctf* ^)e enemy's fvoops bad eut olT aH edikimtfiikaiioii 
with the ea^til ; tht fortreift wluob he c<Mm(ilmded> 
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^ 4hef/fimef^» if )tbey..»4vw«^ to sttftck it: and 
tlie Egyptians might invest it during bi3 absence^ if 
lie attempted to march to the assistance of the em- 
peror, JMy luid iHTudrpce lK»tb d«tiermii>ed him not 
to aba^d^n hif p<»t» but to wait Ibe event with pa- 
tience. 

Every day, however, increased the anxiety of Amal- 
phis, and redoubled the agitation of Nekayah. New 
reports. of the success of the princes, and of the want 
of conduct of the royal army, succeeded each other ; 
but in the midst of their inquietudes, they had the 
satisfaction of receiving an embassy, sent by the new 

* 

Bassa of Cairo, to make excuses to the governor for 
the hostilities committed by the Egyptians under 
the influence of his predecessor. The sultan had no 
sooner been informed of this unauthorized war, than 
he punished the ambitious Bassa, and appointed ano- 
ther, who was directed to make reparation for the 
injuries, to restore the prisoners, and chastise the 
delinquents. The envoy informed Amalphis, that a 
large body of Turkish horse had been sent to enforce 
the orders of the sultan against the Egyptians and 
Arabs, who had so irashly inlisted themselves under 
the standard of the late Bassa. Amalphis informed 

i2 
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him wliat prisoners had been made in his distifct; 
and particularly mentioned Basselas as having been 
taken in the sally* 



^e envoy promised that the most diligent inqui- 
ries should be made ; andAmalphts, Nekayah, and 
Zilia, conceived the wannest hopes of the approach* 
ing liberty of Rasselas* 
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CHAPTER XX. 

I7ii Prinee gives Proqf of nal Courage* 

Kassvus had been now aefenl months in confine* 
uetit, and, from com{»aruig in his mind ^ Tarioiv 
tenditlonfl of Ufe, and calculating the resoarcea of 
fesignatioa and philotophf, he had reasoned himself 
Into a state of tranquillity neariy resembling content* 
The sltfres who senred him had again relapsed into 
the obstinate Mlence which they had been eiyotned 
by their master i but Rasselas at length perceived an 
uneasiness, and even a terror in their looks^ of which 
be {n Tain inquired the cause. 

One day be was surprised to find that at the usud 
hour of repast no nourishment waa brought him^ and 
felt great uneasiness when night drew near and no 
one appeared : he hstened^ but could not hear the 
accustomed sound of the voices of the slaves : no 
light was reflected on the ground from the narrow 
-ifindow of dielr chamber^ irhich was under his own; 

i3 
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he called to them, hut received no answer : at length 
he thought he heard the noise of footsteps : he re- 
peated his callj when the slave, whose companion had 
not returned that day with the usual provisions from 
the valley, and who was gone out to seek him, ag^h 
entered the tower, hut heing alone would not enter 
the chamber of Rasselas, lest his prisoner should at- 
tempt the recovery of his liberty. The prince pass- 
ed .the night without sleep, and at break of day p^« 
•ceived the siav^ departing from the tower : in vaip 
did he call to him, the slave only hastened his pace 
towards the valley. Basselas composed himself with 
the idea that he was probably gone to seek provisions, 
«nd that the negligence of the other slave, in not re> 
turning the day before, had been the cause of his 
remaining that day without food i but this day« lite 
the former, being spent in vain expectsition» the so- 
licitude of the prince was now changed inta apprei* 
hension of the most horrid of deaths. All was silent 
and desolate around him ; darkness came on without 
the consoling prospect of rest, and the last dreadM 
thour of fate seemed to draw near without the hopes 
:of reUef or the balm, of pity* 

Easselaa. had faced death with intrepidity ia.the 
rage of. battle^ but. ita present :8Uent imd c<dd ap* 
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preached were far different : a greater share of cou- 
rage waa here necessary to subdue, unaided by the 
Yoice of glory> the horrors of dissolution, and a more 
exalted resignation must inspire him> to abandon 
every tie that can endear existence^ without giving 
the last counsels, and without taking the last fare- 
weL 

Yet had the prince fortitude sufficient to resign 
himself to the will of heaven, and to await with- 
out impatience, the close of this scene of solitary 
woe. 

/ 

• 

Sleep, which flies from agitation, may yet natu- 
rally follow resignation, Rasselas had passed some 
time in the calm of oblivion, when an unusual noise 
awakened him, and he had scarcely time to rise be- 
fore he saw his chamber door burst open, and several 
armed Turks enter his apartment : their chief in- 
formed him that they were sent for his deliverance, 
and had orders to conduct him to the fortress com- 
manded by Amalphis. 

He told him the resentment of the sultan, and the 
iqjunctions he had laid on his troops to make diligent 
search after the prisoners^ and informed him they 
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had dwcorei^d ht8 retreat by intercepting the d«ves r 
tibe firsU lie said, wmdd not betlay bis trust, bot 
the second, more feaifnl or more GompaS8iion«te> 
had gnided them to the path by whieh aioae Hbt 
tower was accessible. 



* 
} 
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CHAPTER XXr. 

The Prince returns to the Fortress* 

Ideas long banished from the mind of Rasselas, or 
considered by him merely as illusions^ now returned 
with new-acquired force : he seemed to endeavour 16 
retrieve in a moment all the time he had lost in 
^litude ; he crowded question on question, but soon 
liad his attention wholly engrossed by the intelli- 
jgence which the Turks gave him of the rebellion of 
Ills brothers. 

Grief and remorse took possession of all his facul- 
ties, and, without knowing the manner of the escape 
of ihe princes, or thinking on the reproaches of his 
father, he already condemned himself for having, 
though from innocent motives, set them the example 
of disobedience : he was now more than ever con- 
duced of the evib arising from a capricious love 
of change, and of the necessity that every mail 
should be content with the station in which he is 
placed. To my own restless disposition, said Basse- 



selas to himself, I owe the humiliation of fruitlesd in- 
quiry, the disgrace and weariness of imprisonment, 
the pangs of hopeless love> and the remorse of not 
only having destroyed the peace of my father and of 
my country, but of having dl'ive^ my brothers into 
the most odious crimes. 

The prince, in consequence of these reflections, 
entreated the Turks to hasten their march, till with 
astonishing rapidity they arrived at the fortress com* 
manded by Amalphis : here Rasseks heard a distinct 
account of the rebellion of his brothers^ and received 
the letter of the emperor from the princess^ who 
anxiously inquired of Rasselas whether he owed biis 
liberty to Dinarbas^ relating to him the ejsejrtions of 
friendship in that young warrior. The prince fek att 
the warmth of gratitude and affection, and bitterly 
negrettcd the absence of bis generous frieod: he 
then hastily read over the letters that explained to 
him the present state of his sovereign, who, after 
having tenderly reproached him for abandoning th^ 
happy valley, cor^jured him to come to his assistance, 
take the command of the army, and assume the regal 
power. I am too old, says the emperor, to direct 
the thunderbolts of war, or to bold the balance of 
justice : come and receive the imperial diadem from 
the hand of thy father : conquer and pynishihy re- 
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bdtioiw brotfaeriy whom bUad «$Eection might kad 
me ^ fpai«: let Nd^i^yab romuo with t)ie iMrave 
Amalphisy whose yirtues and services have be^n laof 
known to me, and whom long since I should have 
ytiomoited tp bighfr fw^WyVQ^ui^r bad I nut ceiisi- 
dcprfdi bis usf ful9«9» on the frpntiers : bi« fidelity is 
^pvo^^ y«t niake bim not acquainted with thy 
jp^^ or thai of thy sister ; I do not think be would 
k«tKay you Oo Sarza; but it would not be prudent to 
give him so great a claim to reward, as the known 
protection of a son and daughter of the emperor 
of Abissiaia, 

• 

This letter made a singular impression en Rasselas: 
be venerated bis lather, and was averse to commit a 
eeoond time the fault of disobedience : yet bis hu- 
manity waa shocked 4t the idea of depriving his bro<- 
ibm of their right of succession; and be recoiled 
with horror from the tbeughts of their punishmyent. 
iiia gentposity was equally disgusted at the diffidence 
and untbaakfulness shewn by the emperor towards a 
maja>: whose fidelity he oonfessedj, and whose bravery 
he admired* The prince then perused th^ imperial 
]nan4^^ whidb he was to deliver to Amalphi^ where** 
ia the governor was informed that Rasselas and Ne- 
kayab were the children of one of the emperor's 
favourite emirs : that Rasselas was to have permis- 
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«ion to repair immediately to eourt> and that Ke- 
kayah was to remain under the protection of the 
governor. 

The prince, having debated an instant in his own 
*mind, now thought himself at liberty to considt hu 
inclinations : all his fiHal deference for a father could 
not induce him to imitate his ingratitude; he soagfat 
the good old warrior, delivered to him the emperor's 
mandate, and spoke thus : 

I must depart, Amalphis, and have not wor& 
to express my sense of the important services which 
you have done me : to you I owe, not only protec- 
tion and support, but instruction and kindness: 
without you I should have nothing at present to ofier 
to the emperor but rash and unskilful valour, or at 
best but idle theory without practice. You have 
taught me the only true philosophy, resignation and 
patience : I leave you, overwhelmed with obligations, 
yet I must entreat you to add one more, and that the 
greatest which you have in your power to confer : pro- 
mise to make me happy in the possession of Zilia; 
let me be assured by your unerring faith,' that you 
will consent she shall be my wife, when the troubles 
of Abissinia are appeased, and I shall depart con* 
tented* 
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Amalphis read the emperor's mandate^ respect- 
fully kissed the signature, and said, my sovereign's 
orders shall be obeyed — as for your request, sir, I 
thank you for the honour you are disposed to confer 
on my family ; but, contrary to the custom of our 
country, J disclaim all right over the choice of Zilia : 
if she consents, I shall be happy to bestow her on a 
man, whose conduct and principles I have ever es- 
teemed, and whose kindness I am ambitious to pre- 
^rve : permit me to consult her inchnations ; ZiUa 
is sincere, and will soon determine my anjswer. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 
The Power qf Art\fe<. 

ZxviK WM iieither unaGquainted with the senfimetits 
of Raaselas^ nor iiMensible to them : she had indeed 
endeavoured to suppress her sensibility, because she 
could see no reason for the concealment of his rank 
from her, and none to prevent his demanding her of 
Amalphis, whom she informed of all that had passed 
in her mind on this occasion, freely submitting to him 
what answer should be given to Rasselas. 

Amalphis smiled, and, introducing Rasselas, ac- 
ceded to every hope of their mutual affection, with 
tears of paternal benediction. 

Nekayah took her bother aside, and imparted to 
him all her conversations with Dinarbas : he forbore 
to make remarks on her story ; for happiness cannot 
easily console, and has no right to upbraid disap* 
p ointment* 
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After a few moments given to kindness and grati-> 
tode, Rasselas quitted tbe fortress and, cooduoted 
bj the mesflengeTi whose precautions for avoiding 
a discovery were again successful^ arrived at Gonthar^ 
the capital oi the kingdom of Abissinia. He found 
the city in a general coostemation, though the forces 
of the princes were atiU at a considerable distance* 
The emperor, snrrounded by a few aged counselloni* 
who had never distinguished themselves in their youths 
and whose timidity and indolence had increased with 
their y^ears, was divided between fear and anger : the 
punishment of the rebel princes was alone the tb^me 
of debate* while every measure was taken to guard 
against their approach. 

tfi the mean time desertiona irece frequent la the 
royal army» the chieft of which were tyrannioal 
without firmnessy and piofuse without liberality! 
t|^eir pomp and magnificence demanded continual 
supplies, and ediausted the province in which they 
were encamped: they did not ehuse to hazard eitber 
their repntatioa er their safety in a general engage-* 
mettty md they wens usnsUy defeated in the skir^* 
nriahei with wluoh they were perpetuaHy bfura«tte4 
by tbe princes. Had ibeae eimtioiied io condud 
themadvea with discernmeiit, and pf>pfited by the 
advantages daily given then, they wouU hane aoado 

k9 
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the most rapid progress ; but division had taken pbs- 
session of their camp. Sarza was -of a haughty and 
violent temper; sudden in his resolves, and uncertain 
in their execution ; prodigal even to madness, and 
openly avowing the most reprehensible inclinations, 
which he spared no means to gratify ; impatiently 
desirous of attaining his end, yet neglecting in the 
arms of pleasure, the steps necessary fnr obtaining 
success. 

Menas, with no less ambition, had a more regular, 
plan and more apparent modesty: his vices vTere 
more cautiously concealed from the eye of public^ 
stricture, and hislove of pleasure was flattered by the. 
hopes of a crown, which would put him in pos* 
session of all he could desire : he acted apparently 
for his brother, and industriously gave out that he 
had no other wish than to place the diadem on the 
head of Sarza; yet he laboured to form a party, that 
might support him in his pretensions, when his bro*- 
ther by his imprudeqce should have lost the aflec* 
tions of the people ; which he thought must inevita* 
bly happen, oA his ascending the throne of Abissinia* 
Though at present the minds of the multitude were 
much more favourable to the splendid Sarza than ta 
the cautious Menas, as the exterior accomplishments 
of the former were, more striking, his temerity beiog 
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denominated heroism> and his love of pleasure popu- 
larity, yet the stepd of Menas towards power^ were 
more sure ; and as he had been the instigator of the 
attempt, so he was the supporter of it ; though all the 
nation considered Sarza as the only author of the en* 
tcrprise. 

Stieh were the enemies vrhom RAsselaB wis 4k>m^ 
manded by his father to oppose, and these enemies 
faifl o>ini brodieis! 

As soon as he irrif ed at the camp, he was iovested 
by the geaerak with Uie supreme command: bk 6at 
care was to introduce disdpliiie and frugality aioo&g 
the troops : he succeeded in his attempt without Im^ 
ing their affection ; and set them that example which 
▼iiiue or siiame oldi^d them to follow* When he 
tbeoght bis army sufficiently dbcipiiiied to free tluit 
<£ the enemy, he advanced towands the kiagdom of 
Amhara, aid net tlie icbds on a large plain near Uie 
dty 4if Bageoider ; whcne he ordared his troops to 
halt, and .hmrigig formed them into order of baide> 
sent a messenger to demand a conference with his 
forodiert* 



1 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 

RasieUu endeaiooun to produce a ReconciUatiaiu 

The two princes advanced to meet Rasselas into th6 
middle of the plain, and after a royal pavilion had 
been erected, entreated him to enter ; hut Rasselas 
declined the offer, and insisted on their conference 
being held in the open air, and in sight of the two 
turmies^ 

He began by an inquiry into the cause of their 
impious rebeiUon, and received for answeir, the usual 
pretences for insurrection, complaints of the em- 
peror, artfully veiled in respectful terms, open accu- 
sations of his favourites and ministers, zeal for the 
pubUc good, and dread of increasing evils. 

Rasselas replied^ that they were sons and subjects 
of the emperor, and that, whatever might be the 
faults of government, they were not authorized, 
either by the nation, or by its chief, to attempt 
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a reformatidn : he entered deeply into considerationa 
of the respect due ta the monarch and the father ', 
of the haneful influence of the spirit of mutiny ; and 
of the danger of foreign invasion^ while the arms of 
Abissinia were turned against herself. He finished 
by conjuring the princes to return to their duty, and 
by accusing himself of having* by bis departure from, 
the happy valley, given them the first example of 
disobedience: he promised them unconditional par- 
don» and a general amnesty to their troops. 

Sarza was affected at the discourse of Rasselas, 
which was sometimes pathetic and sometimes forci- 
ble> and seemed willing to enter into a treaty of ac- 
commodation^ of which he deferred the execution 
till the next day^ by the advice of Menas. 

The different sentiments of the brothers had not 
escarped the observation of Rasselas ; he knew the 
character of each, and felt all that was to be appre- 
hended from the dangerous influence of Menas. He 
jcetired into his tent, hopeless of reconciliation, the 
expectation of which was general in the two armies ; 
but Rasiselas knew that Sarza was only to be prevail- 
ed on by sudden starts of conviction^ and that^ if 
he delayed to follow the momentary ray of virtue^ 
be became the victimi of the first seducec whose in- 
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terest it was to present a different codnael in a plan-* 
sible light: he wanted that firmneta without whicli- 
virtae is useless^ and understanding merely an iHu^^ 

sion* 

These reflections distressed the prince : whenever 
he turned his thoughts on the continuation di thei' 
war> he saw nothing but horror, whether in conquest 
or defeat : sometimes, however^ he would think thM 
he had conceired too harsh an opinkki of tfae cba-« 
racter of Menas> and sometimes he flattered him- 
self that Sarza would have sufficient energy to with-^ 
stand his insinuations. 

As he was seated in his tent, waiting wiib itnpa^ 
tience for the morning, a stranger Vfts announced, 
whom he perceived, through the disguise that cover* 
ed him, to be his brother Menas : he commmided 
his attendants to witfadraw> and tiien inquired the 
occasion of has visit* 

• 

Thou mayeattee^ Kassekn, said Mena8> the confi- 
dence I place in thy geoeroMty : lootne to treat "w^ 
thee, and to free myself from every sittpidim Hiat 
may have aiisen in thy breast agatnfit ta^i thou 
knowest the headiAa^ong disposition of Sarzjft ^ ambi- 
tion and iU eoansellcn iaflaaied him with a desire «f 
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seizing^ tbe reina of government^ and enclosing hisr 
father in the palace of the valley* there to finish his 
days in peaceful pleasures. Afler vainly endeavour-^ 
ing.to dissuade him from an enterprize^ which, what- 
ever might be its motive, must always have the ap-. 
pearance of disobediencej 1 offered to accompany 
biiPt flattering myself that I should be able to set 
some bounds to the impetuosity of his temper, and. 
save both my father and the nation from the tempest 
which menaced them. Hitherto I have so far sue- 
ceeded^ as to prevent unnecessary effusion of blood, 
and my brother has now reduced his ambitious 
schemes to a redress of grievances, and change of 
bad ministers, particularly since you have joined 
your efforts to mine ; for I have observed, since yes- 
terday's conference, that he is more than ever dis- 
posed to follow my advice, and submit himself to our 
offended father on the conditions I have mentioned. 
Your own conduct proves that you were wearied and 
indignant at the confinement in the valley; we intend 
to exact from our father a promise, that no son of 
Abissinia shall be again reduced to that state of re« 
straint and inaction, and to entreat that he will be- 
stow on us employments^ of which we may without 
vanity declare ourselves to be more worthy than the 
indolent and pernicious ministers by whom he is sur- 
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rounddd^ My dediie is tkat you ttrill jdin us in tbifr 
request : you are le6$ odious to our father^ and may 
more easily prevail: if you persist in refusing an 
union so necessary to our general welfare, even 
should conquest smile on your artns> you will have 
not only the iremorse of having destroyed your bro- 
thers, hut will expose yourself to the artful snares 
and malicious envy of a court: your triumph will he 
short, and yoilr ruin certain. 

Brother, replied the prince, I wi^ we could witb 
justice say that blood has been spared-^htv<e you 
foTgetten the death of Zengis? I am grieved to 
be compelled to reproach you with it ; but should 
be far more grieved were my future life to be 
poisoned with a like reproach^ yet mine would 
be- the crime of necessity ; yours has been that of 
choice. 

I hope, Menas, thou dost not even thyself sti^^eci 
me of being capable of accepting thy proposals; 
my father can have no worse ministers than rebels ; 
and were I to persuade him to receive you into his 
councils, I should render myself an accomplice of 
your crime. If you will return to your duty,, your 
submission must be unconditional, and so will be 
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your pardon : I trust these considerations may have 
their due weight: to«morrow's conference^ or to-mor« 
row's battle^ decides your destiny. 

Rasselas said no more, but commanded his guards 
to conduct the pHnce in safety to Vis tents. 
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CHAPTER JCSIV. 

Victory and Chatitude to the Conqueror, 

The next morning, by break of day, the two armies 
appeared as before, drawn up in order of battle, and 
the conference was resumed. 

Menas, who had reason, from the firmness he ob- 
served in Rasselas, to apprehend that a general en- 
gagement would not be favourable to the rebels, had 
by this time changed his opinion, or at least wished 
to amuse his brother with the prospect of a reconci- 
liation ; but Sarza's impetuosity now took place of 
his returning affection : he broke the conference, 
gave the signal of battle, and scarcely left Rasselas 
time to set himself at the head of his army before 
he attacked him with impetuosity. 

The prince defended himself with intrepidity and 
skill, and his troops, better disciplined, though in- 
ferior in number to the enemy, seconded his Wishes: 
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he had particillarlj commanded his soldiers to spare 
the- lires of the princes. Sarza was taken prtsimer, 
but Menas escaped by flight : a part of the army 
surrendered, and the rest were dispersed. 

Rasselas returned to Cronthar, and laid the tro- 
phies of victory at his Other's feet : he with dilficuU 
ty obtained the pardon of Sarza, whom the emperor 
had resohred to sacrifice to his resentment, or rather * 
to the counsels of his ministers. At length, in con-' 
sideration of the services and supplications of Ras- 
telas, he decreed that Sarza should return to^ the 
happy vSklley, accompanied with a strong guard, by 
which he was to be continually surrounded. 

' The emperor then took the diadem fi^om his head, 
sind would have placed it on that of Rasselas, but the 
prince resolutdy refused to accept it, and declared 
his intention of retiring to the happy valley, whence 
he would never more depart, except by the express 
coAimands of the emperor, and in the greatest exi« 
geacies of the state. 

tbt emperor at 'first combated his resolution with 
latitude atrd tenderness, but finding Rasselas steady 
m hi? determination, and attending himself to the 
representations of his favourites, who were not sor* 
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ry for the prince's departuirey he at length consented 
to his retreat, loading him with riches aod honours* i 

Rasselas, before he departed, gave his fatber an 
account of Imlac and the astronomer, and desired 
that they might be permitted to' accompany his sis- 
ter and her attendant lo the happy valley* , 

He recommended Amalphis to the emperor, who 
promised to reward his services : he likewise inform- 
ed him of hb own engagement with Zitia, requesting 
permission to oonclude a marriage, which, though 
contrary to the custom pf Abissinia, might be autho- 
rized by the approbation of the emperor, and would 
add happiness to his retirement. To this he obtain* 
ed no other answer than vBg\ie pron^ises of compli- 
ance, when the troubles of the state should be per- 
fectly appeased, which promises. his father .nev6r 
meant to fulfil. 

By the unaccountable desire of secrecy in matters 
of no avails which forms all the policy of weak go- 
vemments, assisted by the invisibility of despotic 
princes and their families, the person and history of 
Rasselas were unknown, though his actions, could nots 
be concealed. It was generally understood in Abis-, 
sinia, that one of the king's sons bad headed the 
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army and gained a decisive victory : that be was to 
return to the happy valley, whence they supposed he 
had been taken for the conduct of the war; but no 
more was known, and 'no further inquiries were 
made. 

Raaselas, however, -received from his troops themost 
sincere testimonies of affection and regret. The man 
who has shared the dangers of his general in the fieldj^ 
is neither ignorant of his true character, nor will be 
silent on' a subject so interesting' to- his own' honour. 
The< soldiers idohzed the valour, and respectied the 
pmdenee of-Rasselas)* and even declared' they could 
not serve under another commander, after having 
foflowed the^orders of their beloved prince. * 



« ■ I 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Retroipeci of a I4f^ of DmipatUm* 

The prince wished to make a rifiit to the Ibrtreas Wr 
fore he devoted himself to lasting seclu^ioii ; bat tht 
emperor haying expressed a desire t)iat be would kae 
no time to accompany his brother Sar|:a^ vho was 
considered as a prisoner of state, he departed fnom 
Gonthar^ and soon arrived at the happy valley. 

It is difficult to express the sentiments of Rasselas 
when -the massy gates, which separate the valley 
from the rest of the universe^ closed behind hinu 
Amalphis and his son, Imlac, the astronomer, and Ne- 
kayah, but above the rest Zilia, presented themselves 
forcibly to his mind : he found as much resolution 
was necessary in this moment, as when he thought 
himself condemned to perish unknown in the Arabian 
tower. He sought the palace, and had the addition- 
al mortification of finding that neither his victory 
nor his obedience received the praise which they de- 
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•erred, i. that his. return was coBsideied i» an act of 
compiilsioD, and that curiosity and suspicion alone- 
brought society around him. 

Batr supported by the sentiment of conscioiis vir«. 
tue, he looked on all his sufferings as so many- addi^ 
liens to his triumph ^ that effort which impels to 
great actions^ or painful sacrifices^ continues a while 
to support the mind with a sort of elastic force : but 
time diminishes the communicated vigour/ and it 
falls againinto dejection and languor. Such was the 
state of Rasselas^ who no longer found himself weary 
alone of the happy valley^ but weary of his* exist* 
ence. Indi&rent to instruction^ and insensible to 
hope« he wandered in solitude without enjoying the 
beauties of nature, and returned to the palace with- 
outadmiring the works of art. 

His melanchely was^* increased by the despair of 
Sarza. A gloomy horror hadtaken the place of amr 
lution in the heart of this mistaken >prince: he found 
iie had been misled by those whom he had most 
trusted, and regarded Rasselas in no other light tha^ 
as a conqueron Shame and anger made him reject 
.the consolations of a brotheo.who now feeling no 
. other sentiments for him but those of tenderness and 
.eompassion^ endeayouredi with unremitting solior- 
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tyde^ to fioftes the imprewioM of his gri%f, and the 
mkfiioe of hk resentmeiiti. 

The eflfbrts of Rasselas were long fruitless. He 
had the pain of seeing that Sarza's impatience of 
his fate brought on him a gradual decay. As his 
heakh wasted^ Easselas became still more assidoons 
to console him : he soon gave up his whole time to 
this employment} and found in it a mournful ^atis- 
faction that compensated the mortifications he en- 
dured. Whenever he perceived in Sarza the least 
sensibility of his attentions^ a heartfelt pleasure re- 
paid him for his anxiety^ and be began to tliank 
heaven for having placed him in a situation to assist 
his lather. 

His mind now enjoyed more tranquilUty, when he 
was one day surprised with the joyful intelligence of 
the arrival of Nekayah, who, as all danger of war 
seemed to be past, was, by the emperor's command, 
tliken from the fortress, and conducted to her former 
habitatioo. - Imlac accompanied her, and the astro- 
nomer obtained permission to follow them* 

After the first transports of 4h«r meeting had sub- 
aided, Rasselas inquired anxiously after Zilia and her 
fMier. I fear, said b^' that the letters which I hate 
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90iit to tbe fortress must have be^n intercepted «t 
OoDthar^ as none of ray messeogers have ever re* 
tymed. Wfaat must have been the ideas of Zilia ; 
and what mu^t the good Ama^his now think of 
me? 

I was myself^ ^swered the princess^ in the great-* 
est uneasiness. Our information of the event3 of tbe 
war was confused and uncertain : we were kept in 
the most painful agit^lon by a variety of reports j; 
and the messenger, who brougfat tbe emperor's orders 
for my return to the vaUey> was the first who ac<^. 
quainted us with the true state of affairs | at th^ 
same time he deUvered to me new injunctions of 
fecrecy in regard to our jpondition, and I had not 
even the consolation of informing Amalpbis a^d 
Zilia of tbe place destined for my habitation, nor of 
the situation of my brother : all I could tell them in 
answer to their fre(}uent inquiries was, that I knew 
you followed tbe fortune^ of tbe prince, who b^ 
commanded the royal army, and that I would give 
them the speediest intelligence in my power. . 

Tbe £rst days of the re -union of Rasadas and 
I^ekayah passed in these mutual narration^ 4n4 in 
various fruitless endeavimirs to dispatch some messen^ 
ger with letters to th^ fortress. Imlac returned to 
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his rtttdie8> and the astronomer was- delihted with 
the splendour and novelty of the scene. . Pekuah was 
liberal in her communication to' the inhabitants of 
the;valleyy and was soon surrounded by a numeroua 
auditory. The prince and princess found their con- 
cern lessened by reciprocal confidence ; they joined 
their efforts for the assistance and consolation of Sar- 
za, whose health gprew every day tnore precarious : 
as his strength decreased^ his passions softened ; he 
seemed no longer to regret the ill success of his en- 
terprise^ but to repent that he had attempted it. He 
confessed to Basselas how artfully he had been led 
astray by the insinuations of Menas^ and perceiving 
the resources which Rasselas and Nekayah found in 
literary pursuits and innocent pleasures, he regretted 
not having followed the same path, and tenderly 
acknowledged their kindness to him. 

Alas ! said he, one day, when they had drawn his 
sofa to the window of the apartment, where he was 
confined, why have I been hitherto insensible to the 
beauties* of nature ? Yon vast orb of light, which 
tinges with the brightest purple the exhalations that 
accompany its retreat, is new to Sarz^! If I have 
ever watched its disappearing, it has been only as a 
Bignal to the commencing banquet, in the hopes of 
tumuHuous pleasures] nor has its rising majesty im* 
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pressed on me other imagea than those of disgust, as 
it warned me to retire frem the scene of riot and in« 
toadcation. Hov often have I repined at the ap* 
pearance of yon silvery raoon> which attracts the 
enraptured eyes of Nekayah as it advances to take 
possession of the sky^ and yieki us a more gentlo 
light to compensate the splendoar we have lost : I 
feared its rays, lest they should betray my disguise, 
and fbrce me to return guiltless. 

O Rasselas! O Nekayah! you have not always 
heen happy, but you know not the pangs of remorse : 
you are unacquainted with the horrors of guilt : I 
have not one consolatory reflection to soften my last 
moments; nothing remains on my mind but con- 
fused scenes of dissipalion, of intemperance, of error^ 
at best, of folly ! Among those whom similar pur^ 
suits and base adulation made my companions, not 
one can I call by the sacred name of friend, not one 
whose breast will feel for me the tender pang of pity, 
or whose bleeding heart sympathizes with mine.— ^ 
Chimerical dreams of criminal ambition bad taken 
possession of my serious moments, and lawless re- 
veUing was all my gaiety.-^It is over, and my tardy 
repentance only consecrates to virtue, to rea8on> and 
to affection, the hours of pain, of disappointment 
and of satiety. 
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' The bleeding form of the unhappy Zengis is ever 
present to. my 'imagination ! — ^yet wbyjshould I say 
unhappy?: He. whose, talents I depreciated, and 
whose mildness I despised, is now superior to me ; 
for he died innocent,: and I.^un his murderer! My 
father's .stem indifference, stings me to.the soul — even 
th^u, Rasselas) whose tender, care sooths my. ai&ic* 
|ion> thou excitest in ; me. a sentiment of grief and 
remorse; why did I. not listen .to thee: sooner! — Of 
Menas I cannot think without horror, and condemn 
me; not while I speak it, .scarcely without detestation. 
— ^I endeavour to forgive him; but^how far am I yet 
&<:>m attainmg. that resignation . and serenity, with 
which tbou se^kest to inspire -me ! 

, Nekayah remained in tears, during the discourse 
of Sarza, and.Rasselas strove. to calm. his agitated 
mind with hopes for the future, and consolations for 
the past. 

Ti^pu art not the first, my. brother, said he, whom 
violent passion and. smooth .seduction hath led into 
error ;. the same qualities which .raise to the.height 
of heroispi, may, when. wrong directed, lead us to 
the precipice of guilt ; but repentance is always in 
our power, not are the means wanting for thee to 
retrieve the virtue thou hast lost: rash ambitioB, 
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and immoderate love of pleasure, may make us com- 
mit faults, nay, even crimes; but dissimulation, per- 
fidy, and cowardice, are the only Tices that render 
honour irretrievable : I know thou hast not descend- 
ed to any of these ; they are contrary to thy nature ; 
ihyyirtues are thy ^ own, thy errors proceed from 
others, and more than all from the dreadful fatality 
that attends greatness. 



1£0 dinarbAs^ a tALt: 



CHAPTER XXVL 

A new Inhabitant enters ithi VatUy^ 

* 

While the princes and Nekayah were thus employ- 
ed> a messenger entered and informed them that 
Menas was returned to courts and reinstated in the 
emperor's favour : by secret correspondence with 
his father's ministers, from the place of his retreat, 

I 

he had found means to clear himself from the impu- 
tation of any share in the rebellion, by throwing the 
whole blame on Sarza, and now governed Abissinia 
in the name of the emperor. Insinuations had been 
given that the interviews between Rasselas and Sarza 
were frequent, and consequently seditious : the em* 
peror's age and natural temper inclined him to sus* 
picion, and some officers of the army, who were 
friends to Rasselas, had dispatched this messenger to 
conjure him to be on his guard. 

This intelligence, however kind, was useless : it 
was immediately followed by a mandate from court, 
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which ordetied RasselaB to one of the towers of the 
pftlaee^ whence it was not permitted him to have 
inj Gommunieation with his Wother. 

» 
^ Nekayah divided her time between her two bro» 

diers^ but she had not long occasion to shew her ten- 

derness to Sarza : this last stroke hastened hi# end^ 

and he expired soon after in the arms .of his sister^ 

resigned and repentant 

In the mean time the successful Menas, not con- 
tent with having in his hands the t sole authority 
in Abissiniii> wiahed to have it confirmed by the 
niuaae and honours of royaky : he endeavoured to 
peitniade his father to retire to the happy valley, 
and pasa tht remainder of his tife in ^ase and tran* 
quillity : but the emperor wai» unwilling t<> inhabit a 
place^ that od&tvd bim nothing but the image of 
death or of rebellion, and had efm avoided making 
hit, aimnal visit : besides^ he had been long aocus* 
tomed to royalty, and feared dependance. Danger 
hiid engaged liimto <rf^ the resignation of his 
thmne to Bassdas ; that motiVQ was no more, and 
hi9 rdu^al to Mien>as Jwas ace^drnpanied witli severe 
reproach. 

But the anpannr only relaiiii^d the exterior of roy* 
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alty ; the pow^r had passed from his feeble hand in- ' 
to the gr;asp of Menas: his anger 'was 'therefore 
derided^ and his remonstrances were neglected ; and 
^ding, with grief, that the only means to retain the 
poor appearance of sovereignty, was to consent' iin*- 
conditionally to the desire of his son, he -took the 
road of the valley, surrounded by every new profess- 
or of. the :arts of luxury whom he could collect; seek* 
ing to forget the power he had lost in scenes of mag* 
nificence and pleasures. 

• Menas, being thus arrived at the summit «f his 
wishes, was yet disturbed !with doubts .and alarms : 
be feared his father would forget the prejudices with' 
which he had. inspired him against Raiselas, and that 
duty as well as allegiance might induce the latter to 
make adesperate effixrt to replace him on the throne: 
to prevent, therefore, all commiunication which could' 
awaken in the emperor his fonifer aflfection for 'Bas** 
selas, he insinuated to him that, the visits wluch'^ 
prince received from his sister and friends, were dan- 
gerous to the. peace of. Abyssinia, :aiid that the only 
efiectual .means . of preventing .the ill consequences' 
that , were lUcdy to ensue -from .their cmeetfaigs, was to 
secure every individual of the party. 

The emperor ^approvedy or at least 'contenti!d4a 
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tbis.proposaL Ii|ilac< and the astronomer were con- 
demned to sepwate confinements^ and the princess 
with difficulty obtained. permission to be attended 
by her favourite Pekuah in the apartments which 
were.assigned her as a.prisoD. 

.; The artful.Mei|a8ihad no ^sooner- effected his de« 
signsj , than he sought every means for rendering the 
retirement oC his.fatber a magnificent and seducing 
pirason.:.he sent frequent messengers with superb pre- 
aenfSi accompanied by the. most skilful artists,, and 
jby all .those who make it their study to delight ; his 
letters wer^ filled with expressions of filial duty> com* 
pjaintp of the fatigue of government, and suspicions, 
cautiottrijr^introduced, of seditions excited by emis- 
saries, of Basselfis. 

; Sumptuous banquets, the. charms of poetry and 
music, ease and.fiaiteiry, took such strong possession 
of the aged emperor, that at length he considered 
Jiis retreat; as a shelter from the storms of life, and 
gave the strictest orders for guarding Rasselas and 
the princess, lest they should endeavour to disturb 
his repose. 

. . . Much. time, passed in this manner : ' the prince 
made many dtiringl but fruidess attempts to recover 

m3 
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his liberty^ and to conivinee his father of the fktal 
error into vhicfa he had fallen : the princess was not 
more successful in her endeavours. 

Imlac made use of the kesQns of philosophy, which 
he had learned in the experience of a long life, and 
xtomforted himself with reflecting, thi^ re^ohitions 
are frequent in eaatera monarchies. He was, how- 
ever, uneasy with respect to the astronomer; he 
feared that solitude might again pervert his imaginar 
tion, and bring back those ideas, with which it had 
formeriy been led astray ; he thevefere sought, and 
•at last obtained pemussion of his guards, to be re« 
moved to the same prison, and soon peroeived that 
hit fears bad not been groundless. The astronomer 
confessed to Imlac, that he had been seized with a 
hopeless melancholy, in which he considered his im- 
prisonment as a puniiBbmeot Ihr having negleeted, in 
the charms ai conversation,, the great charge of the 
goveri^OM^t ^f the season: the reason and eloquenoe 
of Iqalac wm convinced him of his error, but could 
scarcely ooosde him for thr^ivation of general so^ 
ciety. I feel, 9aid be, that pleasure and amusement 
are natural to the mind of man : curiosity mcitcs us 
to engage in the busy scepes of life ; they who have 
fiot enjoyed them in youA itill se^k them in age, 
with that avidUy wbieh naturally attend^ im every 
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wish, whose gratification has been long delayed. 
Age has fewer resoaroes and consequently stands 
more in need of the assistance of others : study be- 
comes difficult, and therefore irksome : hope is less 
extensiye, and gives less consolation : the moments 
appear to us m6re precious, as we suppose them to 
be fewer, and we fear to retreat for an instant, lest 
we should be totaDy laid aside. 



« « 
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CHAPT^H 3QiVJ|. 

Return qf a f find. 

NEK/kTAB> who had at present more time f<v reflec- 
tion than she had ever before experienced^ passed 
her dajTS in a less uneasy manner than any of the 
other captives. She was persuaded that happiness 
was unattainable, and this persuasion, which is per- 
haps destructive to the fortunate, is often useful to 
the unhappy : the attachment of Pekuah was a con- 
solation, but she depended more on herself than on 
others. Compelled to renounce what she most loved, 
no other companion could be an adequate compen- 
sation ; she was devoid of hope and of fear, and hav- 
ing esqperienced their vicissitudes, she felt the advan- 
tages of tranquillity. 

One day Pekuah informed her that she had per- 
ceived, during many successive evenings, a young 
man of lofty stature, and generous aspect, though 
poorly clothed, who soon after sun-set took his post 
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opposite to ber windows^ and aeemed to desire to be 
ooti^di but that fear of the guards had aiwayi pre- 
vented her fron gralifyii^ ^^^ curiosity of kaowiog 
his intentiops ; that for a while he bad been absent, 
but tbi?t sb^ b^td »een him again the pi^eceding even- 
ing. 

liTekayah ordered ber to observe^ and if he return- 
ed thai nighl maikc signs to him to come round to the 
eastern side of Uieir mansion, whieb was usually less 
guarded, as it overlooked the lake ; and endeavour 
to maktt him ciomprebend, that be might approach 
pewr eopugh in a boat to converse unobserved. It is 
probably^ adde4 Nekayah, aoimt messenger from my 
brother, and if my coiifecence with him can afibrd 
Kasselas comfoit, I would neglect nothing to facili- 
X^ his aGC#«». 

Tbe youi^f man did not appear that everang; but 
cffi the following: night, as the pirinoess and Pekoah 
were Iqoking oveir frpm a terrace near the lake, they 
perceived ^ iHnfttt rboat . -advancing .tow«xis them, and 
soon after law tiw«0 poraons leap on afaore, apd silent- 
ly clinch the. aaeeAt Ihait iled to &e casfle ; one of 
them placed a Isjdder against the terrace wall, «id 
moHnted with n^ idit^» not without alarming the prio^ 
cess wd Fel^uefc. The stranger soon put an end to 
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their fears> by discovering himself to be the tne8Seii<» 
ger whom' they had formerly dispatched from the 
fortress to the court of Abissinia^ and who hiid since 
.been retained for his musical talents in the train of 
the old emperor. The princess, delighted with see- 
ing him, was abopt to ask him various questions, 
when he informed her that no time was to be lost, 
that the son of Amalphis was beneath the. terrace, 
and desired permission to visit her, as he had some« 
thing of importance to communicate. 

Nekayah^s joy and agitation were greater than any 
language can express, and she had scarcely recover* 
>ed the power of utterance when Dinarbas appeared 
disguised in the habit of a fisherman* 

After the first emotion natural to their situation 
was subsided, he informed her, that he had long at- 
tempted in vain to approach her apartment, and had 
been equally unsuccessful in his endeavours to spedc 
with Easselas ;> that- at last he bad the good fortune 
.of meeting, the messenger, who told him on which 
aide the palace was most accessible,! and accompanied 
.him in a- boat, .ivhich he had procured : I am now» 
.added Ilinarbas, come, to, offer you my assistance, 
.«Dd I, am rejoiced that fortune has i so singularly dis* 
. tinguisbed me, as to put it in my power/ perhaps, Ui 
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free you and the prince from your confinement : O 
l>fekayah ! we may yet be happy 

He was going to proceed in his narrative, when 
the hour approaching to relieve the guard, Nekayah 
warned him to retire, lest the boat should be observ- 
ed. Dinarbas obeyed, with a promise of returning 
the next evening. 
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CHAPTER XXVHL 

Adventures of DmarbflS^ 

DiNARBAS^ charmed with having seen Nekayab, per* 
tuaded the messenger to accompany him to the tow- 
er where Rasselas was confined^ and^ if possible^ pro- 
cure his admittance : the attempt was successful^ and 
what neither the prince nor his friend could have 
efiected> however penetrative and active were their 
minds, the slave, accustomed to combine and to em- 
ploy stratagems, easily accomplished. 

The prince and Dinarbas embraced each other with 
equal joy, and mutual demonstrations of friendship: 
as the latter had entered unperceived, they found 
sufficient opportunity for conversation ; and the son 
of Amalphis related to Rasselas all that bad passed 
since his quitting the fortress in search of him. 

I sought for you long in Egypt, said he, and after- 
wards in Arabia, where, on the frontiers^ I met a 
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party of Arabsy who told nft they had seen you un- 
der the guard of Turkish horsemen, and supposed 
that you were gone <to Constantinople. I could not 
hear of -your embarication at Cairo, but xontinued 
B3y voyage in « hopes of finding you at the court of 
the sultan. As that prince had shewn openly hir 
disapprobation of -the -conduct of the lateBassa of 
Cairo, he » was singularly desirous of paying every at- 
tention possible to the Abissinian nation: he had 
heard my-name, and had approved my actions; he 
received me with peculiar courtesy : he commanded 
that diligentsearch Aould be made after the prisoner 
fortwbom I was come to supplicate his justice, and 
named a day on which I was to. return to know the 
result of his inquiries. His inquiries .were fruitless; 
but he told me, that he was not placed on the throne 
of Mahomet to. abandonthe innocent, or to fivour 
injustice; that maily Greek pirates had lately infest- 
ed the seas in his dominions, and that, as it was 
probable they might have intercepted the Turks, 
with my friend, in, their passage from Cairo to Con-- 
stantinople, he had given orders for strictly search- 
ing aU the Greek islands and the.coasts of that.coun- 
try : in the mean while he desired me. tp remain' at 
his. court, and held various discourses with me on the ' 
arjt of war : he listened to my answers with attention 
and complacency, j^nd discovered mu^^h.d' the||e«. 
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nius and knowledge for which he has heen so juitty 
Celebrated in his transactions with the Venetians* 
During my interviews with hitn, I fbund how onjual- 
iy we often attribute to greatness fastidious and op« 
{^ressive insolence : he who finds himself by bitth 
superior in rank to the rest of mankind^ can have 
neiliier the motives of jeakmsy nor ai emulation ; his 
condescension will scarcely be abused^ or his cour- 
tesy humiliated : it is not so with him who has risen 
above his equals by the caprice of fortune, and whose 
ambition makes him still aim at lofter distinctionf : 
he fears lest affability and ease should again sink him 
to his former station ; and as his greatness is only 
comparative, he thinks himself obliged to support it 
by artificial means. Whatever qualities may be 
wanting in sovereigns, courtesy is, I believe, rarely 
wnong the number; but this is not a time to lengthen 
my story with reflections. 
t 

, Before the vMpals returned, whilsh the sultan lutd 
ineffectually sent in quest of you, I had sufficiently 
gained his confidence to ebtttin permission to uiidero 
tabs the same ejqpedition with my AbSssiiki^ns. He 
granted me a Hgfal armed galley, skilful mariners, 
«nd an ex^rienedd pHdt : iHth these I risited not 
only the iaiands^ but great part of tihie continent be- 
ki^ing to the d^ninioiis of the sultan. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Adventures qf DinarhoB continued. 

Here Rasselas ezclaitned, bow often have I wiahed to 
view those places celelnrated in history, and sung by 
the poets of antiquity ! 

Prince> replied his friend, your leisure momenta 
may hereafter be employed in listening to the inci- 
dents of my travels ; at present both ybur curicaity 
and your interest must require me to hasten to a con- 
clusion of the narrative. Not finding my attempts 
successful, I directed my galley towards Candia, 
where the fleet and army of the sultan, under lifae 
command pf the grand visier, had been long em- 
ployed against the united forces of the western worl4» 
who assisted the Venetians in maintaining a siege of 
more than two years» As I had now lost all hopea i€ 
finding my prince, I Wished at least to testify mj^ 
sense of the sultan's goodness to nie : I h^)pened 
fortuhately to arrive on the eve of the day allotted 

N 
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for the general attack of the place : I ohtained permis* 
sion of the vizier to head a considerable body of troops, 
and had the good fortune to carry the bastion of 
Sant' Andrea, one of the most important of the city :- 
much of the success of the assault was attributed to 
this action : I was loaded with praises by the vizier, 
and advanced to the highest commands. The place 
capitulated soon after, and our army returned tri- 
umphant to Adrianople, where the sultan then was, 
and where the peace, for 'which the Venetians were 
obhged to sue, the mortification of the haughty 
princes of Europe, and the' despair, of the chief of 
their ' religion, added new glories to the victory of 
the isultan. His munificence was proportioned to 
his.succesies ; hecimsidered my services as the most 
signal, perhaps, because they were voluntary; he re- 
compensed me ' with sovereignty ; and to retain me 
in rhis dominions, 'made^ me despot, of S6rvia : my 
kingdom is only dependant on the siiltan, so far as I 
am 'obliged to assist his allies and attack* his ehe* 
mies; dnd I have ihe next place. to the grand 
vizier in rdie divan. At Adrianople I heard/of your 
victory .over your brothers, ilnd' of your '^retreat mto 
this valley. The promise which I had given Ne* 
kayah, would fnot' aMow me td discldse your Jiiitory 
taihe sultan ; but: after 1 had made : a visit to my 
neiv^ommions# I ftund hini, .at my ^return to;his 
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court, interested in your favour, and received from 
him the account of your imprisonment, and of the 
intrigues of Menas against you, of the forced re- 
tirement of the emperor from public business, and 
the death of Sarza. t was surprised to see the fa- 
cility with which sovereigns can penetrate into the 
most secret councils of neighbouring states, and the 
care they take to inform themselves of afiairs with 
which they have no apparent connexion, while those 
who are deeply concerned in them are often blindly 
Ignorant of the most essential circumstances. The 
opportunity was favourable to me, and I entreated 
permission of the inonarch to go as his ambassador 
to Menas, and . to employ his mediation as an 
ally, to demand the restoration of the emperor* 
He readily granted my request ; but Menas return-* 
ed me such specious answers, and gave so many ap- 
parent proofs of the voluntary retirement of your 
father, that I wrote to the sultan for leave to enter 
the valley, and there, by discoursing with our so- 
vereign in the sultan's name, discover his real senti- 
ments. I left my train at the fortress commanded 
by my father, where I am still supposed to remsda 
with them ; and, disguising myself, found means to 
enter the valley with one of the messengers dispatch- 
ed from court with presents to the emperor ; but I 
have not yet been able to obtain access to him. 

n2 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



Dinarbas visits the Emperor, 



Easselas congratulated Dinarbas on his success at 
tbe court of the sultan, and thanked him for the of- 
fers of his assistance : I fear, said he, the emperor 
will not be prevailed on to replace himself on the 
lihrone ; he seems immersed in pleasure and insensl- 
bility ; he fears to think, and all means are taken to 
pvevent his being undeceived. I am alarmed at the 
rashness of your attempt. The valley is filled with 
emissaries of Menas ; and should you be discovered 
you are lost. 

I have no fears of that sort, replied Dinarbas : the 
sultan is not of a character to suffer tamely an injury 
to his ambassador ; nor is Menas hardy enough to 
Awaken his anger. Instruct me how I can obtain an 
audience of your father, and I have great hopes for 
the rest. 



CONTiyDATION Oir KASlSkLAS. 13? 

' First tell me, said Rassdas, whether Amalphis and 
Zilia still remember - me : I have experienced too 
many of the caprices of fortune to be anxious after 
the projects of ambition/ and have found that the on<» 
ly ornament of prosperity, and the only consolation 
in adversity, is the sympathy of friendship and af- 
fection*' 

They were totally ignorant of your fate, said- I)i« 
narbasi and their anxiety was greater than I can de^* 
scribe. Aa I was not at liberty to discover to them^ 
the whole of your situation, I told them I had 
heard of youir distinguishing yourself during the war; 
and that I believed you to be at present confined, by' 
the order of Menas, in the happy valley. I promised 
them, at my departure, that they should soon receive 
fuller information. Let us now coiisider what me« 
Aods will prevail with the emperor. 

'■ I know hot, said Rasselas, whether we shall render 
him a service in tearing the veil which Menas has so 
artfully drawn around him ; and I doubt: not that, if 
lie were replaced on the throne, he would regret the 
delights of the happy, valley ; iall I can: wish f]N>m 
your friendship is, that you will endeavour to con-* 
vince him of my innocence, and of that of Nekayab; 
and. I know lia easier nor safer means, of adii)ittance 

nS 
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t^n to procbiia yo^irself jkhe stm of Aiaa^his : the 
Qdolity <£ your fiitber is wdll-bio^n to the emperor, 
a,nd he will sooner ^dmit a eqlyect, than the ambas- 
aador isf a powe^riful neigfahoun 

. )Par4oii me, prince* answered Diqarhas^ if I s^y that 
you judge the emperor by your own heart : power 
could not dictate to you^ but fidelity might sooth 
you : I will how^eyer try the acpedie^t which you 
propose, ;b^t if it succeed^, I Ig^ow n<>t the character 
of ^e .emperor. 

iDinarbas staid till the shades of xught permitted 
l^m to di^pait unpeix^eived; he db^n left the priscHi 
of ]Uwelas« ^nd went to the terrace, where he was 
i^ain received by Ndiayah and Pek^ : be related 
to itfuBm hii adventures and his. intentions. The 
princess charged bim iiot to diflCo:rer biKiself as am? 
bassador from the sultan, till he had sounded the dis- 
poslliofK^ her farther : I Jcnow, said she, that the spi- 
rit pf .fin emperor of Abissinia can never brook 4he in- 
terference of a £9reign pqwer^ 

IMnarbas, against ^is own inclinations, obeyed 
tbe<M>Hnscl of the prince andpcincess; he announced 
I|iaiadf to.the emperor as the son of Amalphis, who 
bad important affiuKS to communicate. The jcwereign 



CONTIKVATION OF BA33ELAS. 149 

gW9e for WEUiwex, that lie must apply to Maias ; bui 
recoUecting hinudf th^ Nekayab and Basselas h^ 
been long under the guard of Amalphis^ hq concluded 
the son might be an accomplice of their supposed 
crimc^i and commanded btm to enter, surrounded 
with giiwdft* 

Binarbas then related with frankness and energy* 
all the circumstances of the wrong done to Rasaelas 
and the princess : he spared not Menas a» an usurper; 
and invited the emperor to return to his throne, and 
do justice to his family ; but his discourse made no 
other impression on the monarch than to convince 
him that Rasselas must have been guilty, as he had 
betrayed the secret of his birth, and that the son of 
Amalphis was his accomplice. As Dinarbas could 
not exculpate the prince without accusing Nek^yah, 
he blushed, and was embarrassedii 

The emperor considered this as a signal of guilt, 
and commanded him instantly to be imprisoned. 

Dinarbas now thoi^ht himself at hberty to act up- 
on his own plan : he declared himself ambassador 
from the sultan, sent by him in the most open man- 
ner to remonstrate with Menas, and, should he not 
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succeed wilh him, to apply to the emperor, ftsgure 
him of the sultan's friendship, and reinstate him on 
the throne. 

^ Awe of superior power, took place of an^er in the 
heart of the sovereign : he knew not what he was to 
believe ; but he resolved to send a messenger to his 
son for instructions,' and' in the mean time to treat 
Dinarbas with the reject due to th^ representative 
of the sultan* 

, A report was spread next day in the valley, hy 
messengers arrived from Gonttiai*, that a considera- 
ble body of Turkish troops had marched towards 
the frontiers of Abis^nia. Th|s news, engaged the 
emperor to pay still more attention to Dinarbas, and 
,even to grant the request he made of vinting £asse« 
las as often as he s)iould think proper. 



I 

1 
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CHLAPTER XXXI. 

I 

Sketch qf the Travek of Dinarhas. 

DiMABBAs forbore to make any remark U the fmnce' 
oathe conduct 'of the enkperor: he simply related 
tp him what had passed ; from which Rasselas form- 
ed solaU hopes : he found that his fnend was in some 
4<»t become, on his accounti a prisoner of state, and' 
be was alarmed at his danger. , 

Fear not for me, said Dhiarbas, I know my steps 
are watched, aod that I nkuat remain here till the 
epiperor hears from Menas ; but I hope by that 
time to have convinced bitn of your imiocence, and 
of the xkecessity of his returning to the management 
it pubhq affiiirs : no sovereign, I beUeve, ever re« 
tired, but by some species of constraint ; and non^i 
I am convinced, ever failed of repenting the step hd 
bad taken. Authority and active life are too natural 
jto the mind, not to retain their hold, however cir« 
cumstances may have at any period weakened tbeiit 
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impression : the scenes of action will retrace them- 
selves to the voluptuary in the bosom of pleasure, and 
to the anchorite in the cell of austerity. When the 
emperor reflects on the^ conversation I held with him 
'last nighty he will find the charms of royalty again 
rush on his imagination, and with a few more inter- 
views, I hope to rouse all his sleeping ambition. 

• ' • " 

Easselas foundhis imprisonment greatly relieved l>y 
the. visits of Dinarbas,* who^every dtfy informed him 
o£.the progress^he made with the emperor, in awak-' 
ening.his tenderness for- the prince and princess. 
Ra^selas, however, did not willingly give way to hope/ 
and would often change the subject of conversation, 
by asking Dinarbas for -the. detail of his travels in^the 
dominions of the sultan. 

€.>-•'•• . . > ' • 

' I have often wished to know; said Rasselas, whether 
theiscenessoibdautifiillydescribed by the ancient £a<< 
ropean poets are really as interesting as we should be- 
lieve.frpm. their works, did' we liot judge by-our own 
writers oC the embellidiments of poetry. Ihave d* 
waya considered our total ignorance of . other coun- 
tries as one of the. greatest misfortunes that attends 
our government,. and have tried to* obviate thi»in* 
convenience' for myselfy as far as books could assist 
me. 



L 
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In my voyages iu the Archipelago, and Mediterra* 
Tktaxi, replied Dinarbas, I hare seen enough to solve 
your question : nations have disappeared from the 
face of the earth, laws have heen forgotten, Andmo« 
rals corrupted ; but nature, though subject to great 
xeYoIutions^ ever remains beautiful in temperate cli« 
mates. That poets have been thought to embellish 
nature is an opinion that must have had its rise and 
its continuance in countries where the northern 
blasts deface the charms of fertility, or where the too 
ardent ^ys of the sun dry up. its sources; but in 
those happy climes where vegetation is^ never wholly 
stopped, poets will be found, with all their eloquence, 
to trace, very faintly the charms of nature. The 
Abissinian, scorched on the burning sands that sur^ 
round him ; the Scythian, sliding over frozen rivers, 
and climbing mountains, whose dazzling whiteness 
makes no distinction to the sight, can have but a 
very imperfect idea of the variegated landscape that- 
attracts th^ eyes of .the fortunate inhabitant of 
Greece. 

In. these celebrated scenes every thing tends to di- 
versify and heighten the beauties of the prospect: 
the majestic roqks, glowing with all the warmth of 
.colouring; the cascades, reflecting the azure of an 
unsullied sky; the trees, not more various in their 
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Ibnns than in tiieir hues : the earth, enriched with 
yegetahle production: hut chiefly that light and 
traniparent tapour, which gives the faint hhie to th^ 
distant uMKintains, and the splendid purple to the 
Western clouds ; and, like tenderness in moral life, 
aoftens every object, and diffuses serenity and rap- 
ture ! Rasselas, thou mayest think me an enthusiast ; 
yet, hadst thou accompanied me in the enchanted 
spots where I sought thee, thou wouldst have felt the 
■ame warmth of fancy, the same sensibility of heart 
that transported me : these are the favourite theatres 
of august and pleasing meditation. How- often have 
I been led to adore the goodness of the Creator of the 
Universe; when wandering through some delightful 
valley, adorned as I have in vain attempted to de- 
scribe to thee, I contemplated the beauties which be 
has so bountifully offered to man ! There some ma- 
jestic and awful ruin would rear its venerable head, 
and silently instruct me : every part in these countries 
miites the charms of situation and of celebrity ; no 
mountain is without a name — ^the ground we tread is 
consecrated to fame in the historic page ; even fable 
becomes respected, and while our heart is raised to 
heroism at the pass of ThermopylsB, our imagination 
IS filled with poetic ardour on the side of Olympus 
and Parnassus ! In these places the images of those 
who were most dear to me/ returned with double 
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force ; I longed for my father amidst the ruins of 
Sparta, and for my prince near the temple of The- 
seus ! In the shade of those trees, which are the pro- 
geny of the academic grove, I wished for the assist- 
ance of Imlac, to converse with Plato and his disci- 
ples! My warlike companions. were present to my 
thoughts at Platea, and at Marathon. In the valley 
of Tempe I foi^ot, for a moment, my hopeless situa« 
tion, and imagined that I saw Nekajah beside me, 
the humble and pleased companion of my enthusias- 
tic raptures. 



o 
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CHAPTER XXXIL 



Grandeur of tJie Ancients, 



Tifou hast now said enough, replied the prince, to 
be considered as an enthusiast by the greater part of 
mankind, by those whose hearts are steeled, or whose 
heads are stupified by interest or gaiety : happily 
we are not heard by them in this prison, where, if 
our bodies are inclosed, our minds are at lib^ty ; 
a privilege not always attainable in the world. But, 
Uo return to thy travels : hast thou observed many 
of those monuments of ancient grandeur and ele- 
gance, of which the few scattered remains afforded 
me such delight in Egypt. 

The effect which those buildings produced on me, 
said Dinarbas, is far superior to my powers of de- 
scription : the noble simplicity of the Grecian tem- 
ples, the elegance of their proportion, the harmony 
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of their parts, aad the majesty of the whole, ^ive an 
impression of 'awe and of satisfaction, which no mo- 
dern building affords. I haye never yet been able 
to comprehend how the taste of any architect should 
be so strangely depraved, as to permit him to view 
unmoved those stately fabrics, and vainly imagine 
he could, by mean plans, disproportionate combina- 
tions, and glittering deformity, give delight to ra- 
tional spectators : yet such artists have been found, 
and they have not wanted protectors. He who 
built the mosque of S** Sophia, undoubtedly sup- 
posed' he had raised an edifice that would show 
bow far the elegance' of the golden age, in which he 
lived,' was superior to the barbarism of that which 
saw the elevation of the temple of Theseus. It 
has ever been ' the irremediable error of weak minds 
and degenerate nations, to substitute ornament 
for proportion, curious minuteness' for majestic beau- 
ty, and heterogeneous variety for harmony and 
grace. 

Our spires, our turrets, and our many-coloured 
roofs, are become odious to my eyes, since I have 
beheld simplicity and elegance on the desolate 
shores of Greece : nor did the architecture alone 
take possession of my imagination; I found the 
sE^me characteristic feature in all their remainingr 

o 2 
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prodactions. llieir inscriptions are lofty, pore, and 
energetic, tbey seem only written to convey the 
meaning, and the flowers of eloquence spring natti^ 
rally from the subject* Their statues, not writhed 
into distortion to catch the eye by forced contrastci, 
are simple and beauteous like nature itself, which 
tbey represent in the general effect, more than hy 
descending into little peculiarities; every figure 
speaks to the heart; we confess the influence of the 
passion it breathes, or the respect it inspires. But, in 
the works of modem art, even among its best per« 
formances, our mind must have the labour of com* 
bining particulars, before we perceive the general 
efiect: we approve or criticise ere we can feel, and 
therefore scarcely feel at aU« When we contemplate 
the masterpieces of the ancients, our sentiments are 
immediately engaged, our imagination is interested^ 
and the first impression must begin to weaken before 
we can descend to minute examination ; yet even 
then we admire ; we see that, as in a well-ordered 
kingdom, though some parts are inferior, they are 
in their place, and contribute to the beauty of &e 
whole. 

Such, in the view of moral or political greatness, if 
we examine history, was the conduct of the illustri-^ 
ous men of ancient Greece and Rome ; their enter- 
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-prises were vast, and tfaeir minds capacious; they 
formed a compFehensive plan, and acted up to it. 
It is not by adding one little idea to another, that 
perfection is insensibly attSiined. Alexander had 
conceived his scheme for thie conquest of the east be- 
fore be left his native Macedon ; nor did CsBsar take 
the command in Gaul without a previous design of 
becoming the first in the republic. I am not sur- 
prised at the policy of our courts, which usually 
excludes their subjects from all communication 
with the knowledge of Europe ; in order to con- 
fine us to narrow views, to indolent magnificence, 
and, if I may so express it, to living by the day : 
this is the surest foundation for despotism : the 
mind being easily reduced to inactivity, when its 
flights are not allowed to go beyond a certain ex- 
tent. 

All this is true, said Rasselas, yet I cannot see 
what the sovereign gains by debasing the faculties 
of his subjects : a good prince will be respected and 
beloved by a wise nation, and, what he can never 
rely on from a herd of willing slaves, will be sure of 
their fidelity : he will not be deserted at the first ap- 
pearance of a foreign enemy, or domestic usurper, 
wfao^ in our despotic governments, obtains the same 

oS 
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tribute of obedience as the rightful monarchy be* 
cause he has the same authority^ that of terror. 
What else could have ao calmly placed Menas OQ^the 
throne^ at the expense of his brother's life> and his 
father's sovereign dignity. 
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CHAPTER XXXHL 

The Prince and PrinccMS accompany their Father i0 

Gonthar^ 

ihNARBAs at length prevailed on the emperor to viliit 
Nekajrahj whose innocence it was easy to prote> and 
whose tenderness and eloquence soon conrinced bitn 
of the truth of Rasselasi after a short struggle be^ 
tween pride and paternal affection^ the prince wa^ 
justified and restored to liberty* 

Hie difficulty now remilined to force Metias to re* 
sign a throne in which he was supported by his oWn 
guilt and that of traitors, who must defend him be* 
cause they were his accomplices. It was probabli; 
that with the assistance of Amalpfais, and from the 
fame of Rasselas, the troops might have been engaged 
to declare for their former sovereign ; but tlMiir dffi* 
cers had be^ti changed, men devoted io Menas now 
commanded them, and it was not easy, in case they 
were disposed to second the e£forts of RassebiSi to 
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communicate any plan by which they might act> 
without exposing themselves to the fury of the reign- 
ing party, before they could have a chief to support 
them. 

The authority of the sultan might be easily ex- 
erted: he had warmly ofiered his mediation; and 
what sovereign will not warmly offer his mediation in 
the differences of his less powerful neighbours? .This 
disposition of the Turks gave pain to Rasselas : he 
w-ould have^preferred any other- method of reinstating 
his father 'on the Ihroneof his: ancestors : but his dis- 
gust to foreign aid he soonlbund to^be fruitless. The 
jneport of a Turidsharmymarohiiig towards the fron- 
tiers hadnot b|*en without' foundation ; and more 
certain accounts andyed of their having penetrated 
into the heart of Abissinia. It was said that Amal- 
phis and his. garrison, who- 'Were eiltreated to join 
them, remained neuter, but had- not prevented the 
train of Djnarbas from fcdlowing them ; that Menas, 
at ^e head of his troops, was gone outto meet them,- 
and that a deqisive! battle jnight soon be ^cpected. 

. It was .now time to act : IMnarbas obtained per- 
mission of the emperor to join the Turkish army; 
where his presence. .was.necessary to prevent many 
irregularities. The confusion was become generab 
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and the valley was jio longer strictly guarded ; the 
emissaries of Menas hegan to pay their court to the 
emperor and his party> and suffered them to enjoy 
all the hberty they desired. 

Dinarhas hastily advanced towards Conthar^ tiear 
which place he had heen told the two armies lay en- 
camped* He hoped by intimidating Menas, to make 
him resign the crown, and, after replacing jthe em- 
peror on the throne^ to conduct the sultan's troops 
back to his dominions; but, on his approach, he 
was met by the principal officers of his train, and 
the chiefs of the army, with the head of Menas : 
they informed him of their victory, and of the flight 
of the usurper under a mean disguise, in which be 
was stopped and put to death. They invited the son 
of Amalphis to share their triumph, and decide the 
fate of the prisoners, among whom were the princi* 
pal ministers and favourites of Menas. 

Dinairbas, in consequence of the sultan's mandate^ 
delivered to him by the chiefs, assumed the command 
of the army, entered Gonthar, and dispatched mes* 
sengers to the happy valley, entreating the presence 
of the emperor and Rasselas. 

The death of Menas made Uttle impression on hi» 
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father^ but deeply affected Rasselas and Nekayah : 
they had^ howeyer^ the consolation to reflect that 
they were innocent of his fate, and accompanied the 
emperor to Gonthar, attended by the lady Peknah, 
Imlac, and the astronomer, whom they had restored 
to liberty as soon as they were reinstated in the fa- 
vour of their father. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Inconveniences of Foreign Aid, 

The emperor resumed with joy the imperial dignity/ 
hut made few reflections on the revolutions which' 
replaced him on the throne ; and, heing asked what ' 
was to be done with his former favourites, he coolly ' 
ordered them to execution. Rasselas, however; ob- 
tained from him their pardon, on condition of their > 
perpetual imprisonment, and the sovereign men- ' 
tioned them no more. 

He likewise complied with the request of Rasselas 
to seitd a'^messenger to the fortress of Amalphis, to de- ' 
mand Zilia in marriage. As she was the sister of his 
deliverer, whom he loaded with praises and thanks, ' 
he no longer considered the alliance as derogatory * 
from his dignity. A train of women and slaves ac- * 
companied the messenger, to honour the royal bride^ 
and letters from Rasselas, Nekayah, and Dinarbas, ^ 
informed Amalphis and Ztlia, that the prince and ^ 
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princess^ formerly celebrated by fame for their suf* 
ferings, and now for a happy reverse, were the guests 
whose society they had enjoyed in the fortress. These 
letters contained a minute detail of all the public 
avents, and the sentiments of Rasselas on his change 
of fortune. Amalphis was invited to courts with a 
considerable command in the army. 

Easselas impatiently expected the arrival of Amal- 
p)lis and Ziiia^ and in the mean time saw with grief 
the disorder which reigned in the capital and its en- 
virons, from the licence given by the officers of the 
Turkish army to their numerous troops. Dinarbas> 
though . invested with the chief con^mand, found it 
difficult to exercise severe authority over foreign sol- 
diers, elated with victory, conscious of belonging to 
superior power, and of having conferred assistance. 
The officers were haughty and extravagant in their 
de;ma.ndj, the men riotous and avaricious ; the high- 
ways were infested by their outrages, nor were the 
houses of the inhabitants of the city protected from 
their lawless insolence. In vain did Dinarbas at- 
tcmpt» by alternate menaces and soothing, to reduce 
them to discipline ; the timidity of the Abissinians 
had^ given them an advantage which they had no in- 
clination to relinquish : a reinforcement was advanc* 
iog from Egypt; the sulttpj ^ther not being yet in* 
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fonoedof the success of the enterprise, or chusing 
to facilitate and give validity to a treaty of alliance 
vrith Abissioia* by the presence of a formidable 
army. 

Prince, said Dinarbas to his friend, I am sensible 
that I have iavobFed you in all the present difficulties, 
by. rashly engaging the sultan in your interest; your 
doubts yiert justly founded, and I know not how to 
e)(tricate you from the danger of which I have been 
inadvertently the cause. If I depart for the saltan's 
Coujrt.to j^monsirate with him on the conduct of his 
troops, I leai^e them without a chief, to repress in 
any degree their excesses. I. have written to entreat 
him. to recal fbem, hut I haye no reason to hope, 
fnm the present appearance of things, that my re- 
quest wiU he granted without a demand on his side, 
of coDcei^ons ii\jurious to your, honour. 

Dinarbas, answered the prince, if we were to be 
acoount^^ for the ill ajuccess of every good intention, 
we lAUst suppKwe ourselves endued with general 
prescience, a quality inherent in the Divinity alone. 
Your proceedings virere open and just, and you had 
no reason to imagine that the Turkish army would 
be lawless and ungenerous : we are not yet assured 
whether the. sultan is in fault : if he is not he will 
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recal his troops ; but if he persists in treating us ^ 
like a conquered kingdom, we have a right to consi- 
der him as our enemy, not our benefactor ; and his 
enmity is perhaps not so formidable as the world has 
been taught to suppose. 

By the accounts thou hast often given me of the • 
siege of Candia, he owes that conquest more to the ■ 
division of the enemy, and to the singular bravery of 
some of his officers, among whom thou bast been 
particularly distinguished,' than to the general tenor 
of his conduct : it is even probable that all his efforts 
would have proved fruitless/ had not the Venetians 
been abandoned by their allies. They who trust to 
themutability of courts, and to the complicated inte- 
rests of governments, will find themselves deserted 
like the Venetians, or menaced like ourselves. The 
only way to make allies useful, is. to be respectable - 
without them. 

Consider how a small island in the same seas, ^ 
merely from the courage and conduct of its defenders, 
victoriously resisted the attacks of the most formida- 
ble and most numerous armies of the Turks, headed 

by their ablest' generab. 

.. . . • 

: I have not the hopes of forming instantaneously a 
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well^disciplined army, but I have at least learned 
not to fear ungovernable multitudes; and if I am 
compelled to take up arms, I shall dread more the 
imputation of ingratitude than the power of the 
sultan. 



p 2 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

Death qf the Emperor, 

Thb emperor did not loog survive his usurping son : 
he was> like many other men, solicitous for the events 
that might happen after his death, though he had 
beep careless of what had been done in his life- 
time : all wish to extend their influence beyond the 
grave^ and few approach their end without making 
some reflections on their past existence. The mind 
of the emperor was less weakened by age, than ener- 
vated by indolence and pleasures ; when infirmity 
obliged him to retire from dissipation, thought re- 
turned upon him more forcibly ; his tenderness for 
Rasselas and Nekayah redoubled as he was about to 
quit them. My children, said he, I shall neither 
leave you precepts nor example ; I can only beseech 
you to beware of my errors, and, if possible, to 
cast a veil over my faults — I have, by indolence, 
brought my kingdom into greater distresses, than 
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the most crud and avaricious tyrants have ever oc- 
casioned. 
■ 
I am now convinced that inactivity is generally the 
-soiirce of crime : it is scarcely possible for the man 
who does nothing to be free from guilt ; we, in par* 
ticular, are placed in a sphere, in which it is our 
duty io direct, Uke the pilot, who, if he neglects the 
rudder for an instant> is in danger of seeing the ves- 
•ael dashed on the -neighbouring rock.* Yet are not 
my faults without extenuation ; a mistaken/notion of 
humanity has made me detest war^ and consequently 
megkct my .army*: the desire of being loved has in* 
educed me to court. the. friendship: of my slaves, and 
you sed.the gratitude of my favourites ; a mind not 
.uninformed vnor incurious led me naturally to the 
ioye '-o^ arts . and sciences ; but . this inclination has 
been wisely turned to those of luxury and. amuse* 
ment, vTather than to those of political or moral utt* 
lity. Had I possessed sufficient enei^y of mind to 
rouse myself from the illusions that surrounded me, I 
might have seen the fallacy of my ideas assooa^asl 
had attempted to investigate thein ; but. the.dreani 
was prolonged by all who camd near me ; the vicious 
"offered to me new schemes of dissipation, and even 
the Virtuous praised me for that gentleness and good* 
p 3 ^ 
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natiire, which the/ cdebrated as shperior to iXtt 
shining qualities of the conqueror. War is^ ud- 
doubtedly, shocking to humanity; but while we 
lire tfmongst mottds* actuated by mortal passions, 
we must ht eter ready to defend those icontmitted to 
our care* 

Thou> my 8on> to whom I am rather contesslBg 
my own erron than conteying instruction^ hait the 
activity and rectitude which I have wanted. I b^ 
lieve that royalty wHl not shake thy virtues; yet 
connder how dt£Perent is the state of the subject and 
the sovereign, the prince and the kii^. Thovi wilt 
soon be absolute master of vast dominions ; and> 
what is still more dangerous, mftister of thyself, with 
nothing to control, and every thing to mislead thee^ 
Why is prosperity more dangerous than adversity^ 
Because it leaves no obstacle to ohrwill ; because we 
have no restraint upon'our passion^ and> having no 
difficulties to struggle with, fall inddently ^leep in 
the lap of pleasure* We often owe oifr preservation 
from final ruin to temporary evils. Mayest thdu be 
preserved in dignity and honour by gender metos> 
by veason and virtue 1 

Urns aid (he emperor lament the effm of his 
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former conduct^ and warn his son against the like 
misfortune. Rasselas received his exhortations with 
respect^ and soon after> with tears of filial piety> saw 
his remains deposited in the tomb of his ancestors* 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Reficctiom of Rasselas on fiis Accession to the 

Throne, 

Rassblas was now, by right of succession, and with 
the general acclamations of the people, proclaimed 
emperor of Abissinia. He was not elated with the 
dignity; he looked round the sepulchral monu- 
ments of the royal house, and he could not, without 
a melancholy reflection, contemplate the tombs of a 
father and three brothers, who, in so short a space 
of time, had finished their course amidst the troubles 
in which the nation had been plunged. 

There, said he to Nekayah, from whom be was 
never separated, there are the steps by which I have 
ascended the throne. O my sister! we are guiltless 
of these deaths, but let us be warned by the awM 
scene. Our Creator alone knows how many years, 
months, or days, will revolve before we become in-» 
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hctlntants of the silent man&loh ; but as his goodness 
penkdti us t fre^ agency in this life, let us endeavour 
to act so ad to obtain itiote than a bare memorial 
that we have existed. 

Let tis not entettain tn impiond vanity, because 
we hzve seen and slvoided tb^ errots of our race > 
let iJiS ofi^ up Our thai:& to Efeaven for the greatest 
of aO blessings, that of innocence. Bom with the 
same frailties as those whose mortal remains fill these 
marble structures, we might, like them, have been 
the sport of contending passions, and at last the vie- 
thB» of their fury ! We should now deserve execra- 
tion]. Inhere they fnerited compassion, ifv^ithmore 
imrtruction, #ith better friends, and especially with 
the knowledge of adversity, we had erred like them. 
TholTi Neki^ah, h^st a calm and serene part to act 
tbtbiagh IMe, And therefore less difficult than mine. 
Y^, Whosis aitibitious wishes have long grasped at 
sovereign powei', could you see the heart of Rasselas, 
yott would feAr to sink under the burthen of cares and 
duti^B Whith it imposes on you. 

KekAyah ! kt u^ leave thh icene of contempla- 
tidh ; tiot the deAd but the livitig are to be benefited 
i^ ibjtfted by th^ scd^tre of Rasselas : if to be in- 
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.jured, all-powerful arbitrator of mankind ! let irie 
30on hide my remorse, though not my shame, in 
^ some lone angle of this receptacle of death. 

Having so said, he departed thoughtful. At the 
entrance of his palace, he met the chief of the slaves 

• whom he had dispatched to the fortress. He anx- 
iously inquired whether Zilia and Amalphis were ar- 
rived, and listened with the greatest agitation to the 
following answer: 

Dread sovereign ! when we were only at the dis- 
, tance of a.day'sgourney from the fortress, the mes- 
. senger who was charged with your letter suddenly 
disappeared: we searched for him long in vain.; 
and, during this delay, received the news of our 
late emperor's death, and of your majesty's accession 
to the imperial power : we proceeded to the castle, 
where we related the purport of our mission, .and 
the loss of our credentials: we informed the go- 
vernor of the various events which had contributed 
to place you on the throne; and we found he had 
long supposed you to be the same hero whose pre- 
sence formerly honoured his mansion;;* but, how 
great was our surprise, when* we perceived that« 
instead of complying with our request/ he deliver^ 
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to . us this letter, and, commanding us to assure^ 
the emperor of his inviolable fidelity, said he waited 
your further orders for pi'ostrating himself at the 
foot of youif throne ! 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 



Letter qfZilia. 



Rasselas found the letter was fromZilia^ and opened 
it with infinite impatience : it was conceived in these 
terms : 

''As sincerity and candour are the ruling principles 
of Zilia^ let my sovereign pardon me if I disclose 
my heart to Rasselas: thinks O prince! what must 
be my sensations, when I learn that fortune and thy 
own merit have placed thee in a rank above my 
fondest hopes; and forgive me if I say, beyond my 
wishes. Had I at first inspired thee with that con* 
fidence which my heart teUs me I deserve, I should 
not now be compelled to act a painful, and appa* 
rently an ungrateful part ; but as thy prudence was 
then superior to thy passion, and as, since that time, 
every thing has prevented thee from conveying to 
me thy sentiments, an explanation is now necessary, 
both for thy satisfaction and for my own. 
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** I thank thee for the assurance that thpu wisbest 
me to sh^re thy .honours; but does this wish arise 
from a scrupulous observance of thy promise, or 
from that, affection which first dictated thyrows? 
The step thou hast taken is a proof of thy principles, 
but not of thy sentiments. ZiUa could never doubt 
the honour of Basselas; but is she assured of bis 
love? 

» 

'' Attend to we, O prince! The tbrQne pf Abissi* 
nia, even dignified as it is by thy virtueaiy has no 
charms for me, if the place which I on^ce flattered 
myself wiUi possessing in thy breast is nohmger 
mine. Consult thyself ; reflect whether the, c^rpym- 
stances which constrained thee, during a time, to in- 
habit the fortress commanded by my lather^ di^^ not 
favour an illusion : think whfither, in the mi^stof 
the serious and important scenes in which thou hast 
been -since eQg^;ed> the imagp of Zilia has invaria- 
bly presen^ted itself to thy memory. JHast thou the 
same sentiments from which [we sometimes derived 
ihe highest felicity^ and often the most anxious soEcir: 
tude^ when wandering beneath these lofty pfihu 
trees that overlo<^ the plains of AbisiMpia, and the 
distant mcwntaips whence the Nile derives its source, 
thou wouldst often say that joy, pleasure, and opn- 
tent, ware in this fortress, and all beyond it3 walls w^^a 

a 
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a vast desert, or -a troubled ocean ? Was not this 11- 
lusion> Rasselas ? Hast thoii not found in that desert^ 
flowers not cultivated by the hand of Zilia ; in that' 
troubled ocean> harbours not formed by her care? 
In the midst of thy suflFerings^ hast thou wished to 
pour thy griefs into her faithful bosom ? Hast thou' 
at' least thought her worthy of thy confidence ? 

''If the emotions of thy heart impelled thee to sum- 
mon -ZiHa to the court of Qontharj she will obey 
their summons; she will accept- happiness 3nd Has-' 
selas; but if she owes this .'message to 'thy former 
promise^ she will irrevocably resign herself to retire- 
ment^ to -distant admiration of thy virtues, ' and to' 
prayers for thy prosperity : Rasselas, thou art free : 
whatever is^thy answer, I know it will be dictated by 
truth, and received with gratitude/' 
" • ■ • '^ < . .' ■ 

' It is impossible to describe the sensations with 
which Rasselas read this letter. Had his regard for 
Zilia suflered any change^ it Would have revived every 
tender thought ; but the impression which her vk-* 
tues had' made on him, was not capable of diminu-* 
tion. • HeJoved her with unabatirig fohdness^nd on- ^ 
shs&en constancy : he felt and applauded the- ddi- * 
cacyof her sentiments, and'immedtately dispatched' 
the 'same slaves Jto the fortress, 'with : letters .t«.' 
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Amalphis and Zilia^ that sufficiently assured them how 
necessary to his happiness was their speedy arrival. 
He took care that a stronger guard should accompany 
these attendants^ as he supposed the defection of his 
messenger ^during their former journey, must have 
been owing .to some treacherous communication 
with the Turks: he had long seriously reflected on 
the ilb which they occasioned, and resolved to hiake 
it bis first care to free himself from these haughty 
allies. 



a 2 
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CHAPTER XXXVIIL 

Amalphu accepts the Command of the Troops. 

Rassblas sent an ambassador to the saltan with let-^ 
ters, in which he returned him thanks for the assist- 
ance of his troops; requested the continuance of 
his friendship, but at the same time informed him, 
that, notwithstanding the care and diligence of 
Dinarbas, the insolence and irregularity of the of- 
ficers and men were insufferable'; and that his 
kingdom could not be at peace till they were re* 
moved. He offered to defray all the expenses of 
the war. 

While Rasselas waited the answer of the sultan, 
he applied himself with unremitting vigilance to the 
forming of an army. He found many obstacles 
arising from the anarchy and confusion which had 
lately reigned in Abissinia : his former instructions 
were neglected; but he had not lost the affection of 
the troops ; and what will not industry attain when 
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« 

losisied by power ? He soon felt the saldtary effects 
.of his resolution.- The Turkish army, intimidated by 
the improving forces of Rasselas, became more cour- 
teous and less rapacious; yet still he impatiently 
wished their remoYal from his dominions ;- fearing 
lest their want of discipline should iiifect his army^ 
and their- magnificence and luxury renew a desire 
for that splendour, which had been carried to the 
most reprehensible 'height during the reign of his fa* 
ther.'- 

He was soon made happy by ■ the arrival of 
Amalphis and Zilia. Convinced of the sentiments 
-of Rasselas, she no longer hesitated to accompany 
her father to Gonthar. They were received amidst 
the acclamations of a people who considered the 
felicity of their sovereign as their own. A day was 
fixed for the celebration of the marriage,- which was 
tO'take place immediately on the expiration of the first 
month's mourning for the late emperor. * Dinarbas 
<ai>d Nekayah had a more particular share in the* 
general joy, ^ Rasselas willingly bestowed his sister 
on his friend and benefadtor, and-^ppointed the same 
time for their union. 

t - r 

* ,'• ". _. '* -.- 

« « A ^ 

i He' BOW told An^al^his thut his intentions *werc^ 
to follow Aid- counsfdls in all that regarded the tai- 

Q 3 
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litary department, and confierre4 <m him the m- 
preme command in bis army. I chefrfully accept, 
said the venerable chief, the employment with which 
my sovereign hoi^ours me, and I hope, by the per- 
formance of my duty, not to prove unworthy of such 
distinction ; yet let not Rasselas follow blindly my 
counsels: let him consult his own reason, and that of 
other men who may have equal experience with my- 
jBelf, but who have not had the good fortune to be 
known to their sovereign. Who can flatter himself 
that he is devoid of partiality ? I have, it is true, 
during my youth, lived much in extensive society ; 
but in my age, confined to one spot, I most have na* 
turally lessened my general experience in the discri- 
mination of character, and may have fancied those 
around me most worthy of command, because 
my observation was confined to them alone. I feeL 
that when I seek for officers of merit, my thoughts 
will scarcely stray beyond my garrison ; therefore I 
might not only commit injustice with xeqpect to many 
of whose worth I am ignorant, but likewise do irre- 
parable injury to your servif^e, if I wis to undertake 
the distribution of 4empl<^Fmenta« 

This province more properly belongs to the aove* 
reign, guided by the opinion of t)ie nation^ whicb 
he must study with upremitting 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

RauHa^ takfM a, Vifiv^ qf the LegidaUart qf 

Aidssmia* 

.The 8idtan sent an ambasiador toRasselasin return; 
and, while be congratulated him on his accession to 
the throne, and promised to recal his forces, he pro- 
posed a treaty of alliance, the terms of which were 
highly iq)ori9Q8 to the honour and interest of Ahissi* 
nia« The sultan demanded, in virtue of this alliance, 
the cession of a considerable port in the Red Sea, 
which had long been the object of Turkish ambition, 
and was not only the greatest mart of Abissinian 
commerce, but the best safeguard of the coasts. This 
propoaal bad been made to the late emperor, who, by 
the intrigpues of his ministers, was nearly led to ac* 
cept it, in consideration of a large sum offered by 
the Turks, if he had not been timely prevented by 
the rebellion of his sons* The negotiation had been 
broken off, but a plea waa still left for the sultan i'b 
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Rasselas received the ambassador with dignity, and 
answered him with firmness : he told him, he was 
not conscious of any obligations to the sultan which. 
could authorize such demands ; that he renounced 
all alliance that was not to be formed on a footing of 
equality ; that* he knew not what might have been 
his father's motive for entering into, such negotia- 
tioTi ; but that, in bis situation, it would- be no less 
abject than impohtic to become tributary to a man, 
whose assistance he had neither directly nor indirect- 
Jy courted, and whose intentions, as they appeared 
/rom. his demands, cancelled all obligation. 

The ambassador had orders to denounce war, in 
case of a refusal; but Dinarbas, who felt himsetf 
in some measure the. cause of this dispute, and who, 
^whatever might be the conduct of the sultan on this 
^ occasion, was attached to him by all the ties of ho- 
nour, requested, and, thpugh with, difficulty,- obtain- 
ed permission of Rasselas. to accompany the ambas- 
sador,, and make a last attempt on the mind of his 
feenefa/ctgr, . 

• '•' V ■ 

" ^^ ? 

Rasselas, in the mean time, with the assistance of 
^^aalpbjs, prepared for war -with an activity that 
«al^rn»ed: tbe.Turkbh.. army, who; remained within 
their camp, and seemed ratl^er to fear being attack* 
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ed> than to hav<e arty inclination to commence hos* 
tilities. 

He did not neglect the civil part of government; 
he found the trihunaU sohject to iv^ustioe, the natu* 
ral consequence of that dilatorineas which gives room 
for prejudice to bias the minds of those magistrates 
who have less penetration than study, while the great- 
er number have not even the vaxxxX. of endeavouring 
to distinguish right from wrongs but bhndly fall in 
with the opinion of others to avoid the trouble of 
thinking for themselves. Rasselas took all possible 
means to obviate, in a temporary manner, these evils> 
by pardoning the condemned when there was the 
least probability of innocence; while he applied him- 
self seriously, with the assistance of the most emi* 
nent for learning and rectitude, to form a code of 
laws^ which might for the future rather, prevent 
4^imea thart chastise them, and have equal power 
over the magistrate and the accused. This most ar* 
doQus and roost ewential part of legislation at first 
alarmed him, on account of the labyrinths in which 
he found himself involved ; yet, on examining the 
smbjeot more closely, he believed it far less complex 
than be at first imagined. Virtue and vice, right 
and wrong, are, when truly considered, impossible 
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to be mistaken : sophistry and prejudice ^may cast a 
yeil over their features, but cannot totally conceal 
them frpm him who seeks for justice and truth ; and 
such was Rasselas. He .therefore found few obstacles 
in framing laws for criminal judicature, and when 
he had once established them, he was firm to enforce 
their execution : their tenor was lenient, but it was 
impossible to escape from their power: he soon with 
pleasure perceived their efficacy, by an amazing di- 
minution in the^ number of crimes committed in his 
dominions. At the same time he found greater dif- 
ficulties in forming a plan that might secure the pos- 
sessions of his subjects from destructive chicanery, 
this part of justice being naturally involved in more 
perplexities, and less subject to evidence. Happily, 
the Abissinians were not grciatly addicted to these 
pursuits, which are rather the coiisequence of the 
degeneracy of a nation once civilised, than the re<9 
mains of pristine barbafism ; and Rasselas not only 
took care that testaments and laws should be as clear 
as possible, but discouraged every thing that tended 
to introduce litigious inquiries ; aifd, being convinc* 
ed that interest was generally the promoter of these 
mischiefs, he industriously placed magistrates in siich 
a situation as to be, if possible, inaccessible to bri- 
bery ^ whilcj as the simplicity of the lai^s put it in 
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the power of every man to plead for himself, there 
could be no exterior influence, such as he had observed 
in other countries, among the lower officers of jus- 
tice, to breathe the flame of discord into weak minds 
from motives of interest and avarice. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

Priestt at Court, 

Kekayah had not forgotten the wise and good El« 
4>henor^ with whom she so often conversed during 
ber residence at the fortress : she entreated her hro- 
ther to send for him to court : His piety, said she^ 
will assist our devotion, and his charity direct our he- 
xievolence. I have observed, with concern, that your 
palace is filled with men who, under the venerable 
garb of priesthood, are not only subject to every 
passion of the courtier, but are even the great springs 
that set in motion all the petty intrigues and invidi- 

m 

ous cabals that infest the dwelling of princes : some 
who, without a blush, live in open contempt of those 
maxims which they are obliged to inculcate, whose 
ostentation vies with the dignity of the prince, and 
whose gaiety, not to say libertinism, equals that of 
your emirs, and of the officers of your guards. These 
are indeed greatly hurtful to religion ; for, though 
their precepts are good, there is a want of example 
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toeoforcethem; yetthesehaieoftefiicliarityandofteii 
taknts, and^^pear less dangerotis than their brethren 
of aseidicc c^ass, trho edify the people, with the exte^ 
rior . of rigid virtue and warm devotion, who, alike 
vath their airy rivab, wish for^spoHc influenee, and 
who pursue it by eloaer, and ttierefore more destruc* 
tive melibods : tbeas are the men most to be feared ; 
and aU are surely unworthy of the station they enjoy* 
We have need ^ aoise pious man who may regulate 
the duties df devotion, and reform the many abused 
iiitrodkicod : mich a one, as I have often toM you, is 
to be loQad io Elphenor: bis humility is not to be 
tainted by this air of infection, and bis wisdom and 
piety are only equiriled by his experience. 

N^kayah! answered Rasselas, I know the rectitude 
of thy he%rt, and the pnrity of thy intentions: I 
oo»fess that great abuses have been introduced into 
the practices df warship, and greater still amt>ng the 
ministers ; but heaven protect me from ever erecting 
myself into a judge of religious causes ! To rouse 
the ideepiog demOfA of fanaticism in my dominions^ 
woidd be the gmatest eiiror I^eould commit in admi- 
niitnitieii : this must ittetkMf he the case, w^re I 
io«|teBipt a refiMrm byauthotitntive measures: ^very 
conuiiaiid would be coifisidered as an innovation, 
regqlatitMi would l^ome a source of eontro* 
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yeny. In all cini, all moral considerations^ contro* 
yersy is useful ; it maintains independency «f spirit, 
and diffuses light over a nation ; but in matters of 
religion, it i^ -tbe most dangerous of fiends. AU I 
mean to do, and all 1 can do with prudence, is to 
give, as far as human frailty w4U admit, the example 
of unaffected copslancy in the duties. of piety ; to 
discountenance equally dissipation and superstition 
in the ministers of the altar; to chuse for the higher 
offices, those pf the most unblemished principles, 
and to exclude all from any influence in civil or po- 
litical affairs. As for £lphenor« of whom I believe 
what you have told me, I will, in consequence of that 
belief, promote him to one of the first dignities of 
his profession, where his example and his precepts 
may enlighten and improve the district committed to 
his care; but I am persuaded, when my sister re- 
flectflu she will agree with me, that more cannot, and 
ought not to be expected from a man of hi* func*^ 
tioa. 

In conaequen<^ of this determinationx^^ a message 
wasi dispatched to the fortress, inviting E^henw 
to court, apd assuring him of the intentions of the 
emperor in his favour,.from a conviction of the good 
'^hich he would 4iffiise in a situation of more exten** 
sive influence. ,Tb.i8 mandi^e was. acciompanied by 



CONTINUATION OV RAS^ELAS. 183 

9L letter from Nekayafa, in which she returned him 
thanks for the consolation he had afforded her hy his 
visits at the fortress, and expressed her desire of see- 
ing him a witness of her happiness, as he had been 
of her affliction. 



itS 
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CHAPTER XLI. 
History of Elphenor. 

The messenger soon returned to Nekayah with tbe 
following letter : 

'' Think not, mpst esteemed lady ! that I am in- 
sensible of tbe bonour which your royal brother 
would confer on me, or of the kindness with which 
you repay what was merely a duty, consoling virtue 
in affliction. 

'' Neither suppose me neglectful df my sacred mi- 
nistry, if I decline to act in a more extensive sphere, 
where Heaven might bless my endeavours with diffus- 
ing good over an ampler space than the narrow 
limits of this fortress. 

*' Believe me, princess ! neither indolence nor in- 
gratitude prevent me from accepting this splendid 
offer. Vouchsafe to peruse my history : it is neither 



\ 
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long ndr eventfiil: I did not chiue to relate it during 
jo»r residence here^ your mind then required rather 
to be calmed tbaa agitated by adventitious impres*' 
iio&8» 

''I am descended from no ignoble family ; and fol<^ 
lowed the example of my forefathers, by serving the 
emperor in the field: I was crowned with conquest in 
a soceessful engagement, and should probably have 
continued the pursuits of military h<M[iott^> had it not 
been for a calamilyr the remembrance of which time 
has never been able to effiM^e* I loved and was be* 
loved ; — ^but, at the moment in which I was to have 
been united to the object of my affection, an awful 
event separated us — ^a flash of lightning reduced my 
bride to ashes as she received my vows at the altar* 
-— I will not expatiate on so dreadful a circumstance, 
but leave the heart oi N^kayah to judge of my feel'^ 
ipgs. After s^ long conflict between despair and re- 
signation, I sought consolation in visiting and com-* 
ferting the afflicted : I embraced the sacred ministry, 
%nd have ponsecrated my Ufe to heaven, which for- 
bade me to seek a refuge in the grave. 

• * - 

'^ I have been repaid for my sufferings by the bless- 
ing conferred on my endeavours: the flock, of whicb 
1 am bec<»ne the shepherd, lovemor ^ find in my 

a3 
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advice a resoonse againitlnorlidcatiMii0aiida) 
Let those wbo have^ ftcin c1|oice alone, dedicate^ 
iheoiBelves to the immpdiate service of the Bivinity; 
be promoted to the supreme dignities of our order : 
in me it would be the height of ingratitude to aban« 
4oB .that duty^ whiioh. haa been so kii^ tin onhp alle* 
yiatiecfc o£ my soonMirs. 

**1 hare not always,, it k true^reinaiiiad in the stat« 
nf tranquillity in whidt you found mer nByiuiiid^ 
satiiraUy active, and my andaitvoo once boun<flesi^ 
led me at ficst to seek Haxni^ and to- deafen Ivf tumaM 
tile voice of affliction, i qadttayouiied.by? my; d^ 
quence to diatingiusk myself sft Gonlharr and mighl 
t^«i haire obtained t&fe honours whkb you worn efi*ev 
saie ; but after viewing the spkndftd scene, I foun4 tA 
inore daza^g than, real: 1 discovef^d thai it would 
not make me amieiida Cm: the serenit;^ 1 must FeMn- 
qutsh. i felt tliat my natural senaibilify nsigbt, in a 
narrower ^4ere, be turned to the eonsokttion of 
^bose individuals, who dbould standi iit need of my 
asfii^tiUice^ but ibai ju heart blasted by mnslbf^une, 
was not capabte^ of great puB»ut9> and that lendier'- 
ness coidd never happily be exchanged for ambition. 
I retteed t^^ this foftsess, where I have passed- near 
btdf a century. Csm I abandon my chiMMi> when 
my 9gp and jny dedanittg heidtkrequiffe that IshooU 



- coNTiKtAtroir or EAarsELAs. 187 

Ume no time in giving them proofe of my affection ? 
If my prayers can avails I ofifer them up sincerely for 
the prosperity of my sovereign^ for that of Nekayah> 
and of Dinarbas.-^Thi8 young hero has ever been the 
object of my regard ; I watched his growing virtues : 
I once thought they were recompensed by a glorious 
death, before he had known misfortune. I now see 
they are rewardjod' m a difierent manner: it has 
pleased heaven, that he should contribute to the pre- 
ieg^^kma of his . coutitry> and that lie ^dwold be 
erawned wttk glory and with Ibve: hw,- very fyftr, 
eao hope for so angidas a blessing ! May yds^boA 
\9mg ei^Ay it! and ever iccal to your memory, tbat 
beaffot stems to kamt partiimkily.di0liDgii!shtfd'yo«i> 
beewue your, paosanft were, nadtt. subservient to ^le 
voice of reason and virtue! M^ yoir, as tite greats 
est felicity I can wish you, be taken both at the same 
inalaat,. to the biasfiir hafaitatiDns of petman^nt se* 
ciurity ! For, in the^ midst of tvanspoit, Nekayai^ 
wm9t zeniember that A happiiiessf in this woHd 19 
toansitoiT^ exctpt idrtue, aauib tftat wbik she retainar 
her stsaibir aitachnieDt to; tilak^ brarvenljjr^ guidle> she 
«u» WBiilr no earthly divector tO'poifil out to ber the 
eelis^ f nioymesila «f piety and beneficehce/^ 
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CHAPTER XLII- 
The UtUiiy of Learning* 

* • 

Tfis cares of government had too mudir engrowed 
]^a^a8> to permit him to ei^oy, as form^ly> the 
conversatioa of Imlac and the astronomer: one 
evenings as these were assemUed with Nekaydi^ 
ZiUa> and Pekuah> in a small palace of the emperor, 
the gardens of srhich overlooked the river^ Raaselas 
joined th^m» with Amalphis* 

. Yo](i are not to think> my friends, said the mon-* 
acch, that.your society is less dear to me thaa for-^ 
merly,. or that my heart is less sensible of the churms 
of literary and social converse. Ibaire found an em- 
pire in sQch- Confusion, that every branch of its go- 
vernment (demands immediate attention ; but I hope 
it wilbnot be long before I may again eiypy the de*' 
lights I have ever found in your company. I shall 
likewise require your assistance for the benefit of my 
subjects ; you have talents to be useful ; and a long 
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• 

mtercomrM witfa y<m has convinced me tkat your 
bewtft are wann in e\#iy virtuous pursuit. You are 
not unacquainted witk mjTnotionson the necessity of 
learning in b. state : the Abisstntans in general want 
neitber acuteness nor application, but therr studiet 
have been hitherto wrong directed : as a proof of 
this, we hare only to consider the famous libraries 
which are the source of vanity to our nation, and of 
envy to- oor neighbours. Of what are they chiefly 
composed? Of manuscripts^ which have no other 
merit than the claim of dubious antiquity ; treatises 
«&' mysd«a4 deVotien, or judicial astrology, and -an-^ 
«als of nations from whom we can gain little instruc- 
tion, because tbey were not fiirther advanced tbaw 
#unel?«8L I know, Imlac, you already hear me vtiiSt 
knpatience, and would except, in my geBeral cen^ 
«», the beatitifol and afiecting pastoraVcompose^ 
by* tile wandering Arab> from the- view of simple na^' 
ture^ and idsc vdeas analogous to his state of life ; bu€ 
these, yo« wifl yonrsdf conies^ do not much improve 
lAie learning of a people. 

' If Ih6y do not immediately improve the feaming, 
aiMrwertfd Zmlac, they form the taste, which I'hold to 
be a considerable step towards- it. 

« 

. -Itoo, said the astronomer, must spedi: in fkvour 
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of a' part of your libraries, comisting of numberiesfi 
volumes which prove that the revolutions of the pla* 
nets, and the division of the stars into constellations^t 
were known to the ancients> and that modern astro* 
Qomy is rather a revival than a discovery, perbapsr 
even an imperfect revival. Probably these remain-f^ 
ing treasures of antiquity may^ not be sufficient tc 
explain to us wholly the system of the heavens ; had' 
they been so,, the sages, who examined them, would 
have been capable of putting an end to the doubts* 
which stiU arise amidst our most penetrating inqui-*' 
ries. But they convince us of the application and 
researches of former ages ; they kad us to wish for a 
knowledge of the productions <^, times still more re-*^ 
mote, and to accompany that wish with endeavours 
to. investigate the origin of ascience, founded^ it ia 
true, on nature and observation, but not susceptible 
of perfection without great labour and astonisbii^ 
perspicacity* I do not mean from this to infer that 
^tronomy» though one of the noblest of studies, de** 
serves the immediate attention of a monarchji .wh# 
has to form an infant nation : there are other parts 
of the mathematics far more essential^ for whtch 
public masters should be es^lished ; suc^h are the 
mechanics, hydraulics^ and in short cv^ry thing thai 
contributes to introduce simplicity in the construc- 
tion of machines, to spare labour^ and to improve 
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agriculture : all which advantages can no otherwise 
be attained than by a knowledge of the mathema- 
tics. 

I shall be always ready^ answered Rasselas^ to pro- 
mote in my dominions the study of the sciences ; 
and, though thy modesty has been sparing of praise 
to thy favourite contemplations, I shall not be neg- 
lectful of them. For thee> Imlac, thou hast long 
known my veneration for learning: no instruction 
equals that obtained by the perusal of history ;' but 
bow far dost thou think this study should be carried 
by the generality of mankind ? Are not most men 
devoted tQ pass their lives in one spot; and is uoj^ 
the history of their own country^ if they mean to be 
mcfvl to it, the only one necessary for ihem i 
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CHAPTER XLIIL 

7^ same Si^lfect eoMdnned. 

I AM far from being of that oplnkm^ said Imlac ; ht 
¥4k) would confine his knowkdg^ to one particakf 
kingdom^ would fancy it> as expenencie oftea shews 
us^ superior to every other, and consequently think 
nothing ceuld be added to its advantages : his ideas 
thus restrained would be incapable of forming exten*> 
sive designs or plans of general utility. We cwmtt 
learn how to act in the various circumstances of hfe, 
without considering various examples, and how can 
we find all these in the limited boundaries of one 
country ? We must have very little judgment if we 
cannot discriminate those parts of history which are 
applicable to our situation ; and, though we would 
not be Romans at Constantinople, or Abissinians at 
Venice, we may, even from conditions directly oppo- 
site to our own, gain instruction and improvement, 
as we receive by reflection the light of the sun, when 
its rays are' directed to the moon. General history 
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if^ ^hestfoie^ in mj €^inioD> useful to aU, and for this 
purpose it is necessary to have a competent knowledge 
,€f difierent languages, without which we are obliged 
to «ee through the &lse medium of translation ; or« 
4|rhat is still worse^ to rely implicitly on the faith of 
our own historians. The Abissinians have few works 
o( this nature, and even if they had many, it is most 
probable they would be infected with the same |Hir* 
tiality. and prejudices, which we find in the volumes 
of other nations. The only method of discovering 
teudij is to compare these different narrations ; to 
^tudy the character of the people described, and of 
tb^ author who describes them.; t» enter into their 
Tiews, and adopt their feelings, but not suffer our* 
selves to be led astray either by the charms of elo« 
^{iiaK:e, or by any apparent connection with bur 
own sy»1«9is and interests. 

Poetry, as it teaches the knowledge of the heart, 
and dev|jy^>es ^ powers of the imaginatton, is not 
only.pfeaaing, bnt instructive in the great study of 
nMMtity^ the most essential of alU daat to which all 
lefLiniiiS tendsy and withsiui which leacakig is of not 

J tm j/a&c&f pcniaM» rq^ed Bassdss, tibat 

iS 
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•uch is the use> and such the necessity of learning t^ 
polish the manners, and rectify the principles of a 
nation, that I shall ever consider it a» my duty to 
encourage all men of letters, and to distinguish mor^ 
particularly with my protection those, who by their 
talents and asnduity have acquired the glorious pre^* 
eminence of enlightening and improving their fellow^ 
citizens. 

Amalphis smiled at the expression of Rasselas: 
which Imlac observing, said, I see Amalphis is not of 
opinion that men of letters are always the promoter^ 
of learning, if I am'inot mistaken in the interpreta- 
tion of that smile. 

You are right, Imlac, said Amalphis; I honour 
and esteem men of letters, while th^y retain that 
character ; but when they make their talents subser- 
irient either to base adulation, or to the ra^e of paity, 
they lose all their merit in my eyes ; belided, their 
petty jealousies are more disgraceful than those of 
women, because we always expect thtt 86me philo- 
aophy and ^evation of thought should he (ouhd id 
those minds that have been cultivated by study and 
instruction : I may safely say this to you, Imlac, 
whos^-pen h^s lidther fljitteied nor iptoSed^^atld ^ho 
have only known envyd>y being the object of it. 
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. I bope> Id some measure, said Rasselas, to guard. 
ipy literary subjects against the practice of adulation^. 
ixj shewing them it would be lost on me ; and I may: 
p^haps diminish the fuel' of envy, by giving equal 
encouragement to those who equally deserve. If en-^ 
ty could be destroyedi satiric and malevolence would 
l|^e unknown ; for no man takes paina to dispraise 
lum> from whom he fears no competition : but, if aa 
angel reigned in Abissinia, he could not remedy thi» 
^yi^ and all my endeavours will only serve to palliatet 
what can never be eradicated* 



There is another circumstance which Amalphii^ 
might have remarked, and which only his partiality 
to me bas omitted* Most sovereigns, who have been 
particularly attached to letters, have given themselves 
wholly up to the delightful seduction, and have neg* 
lected their council-chamber and their camp, for 
their closet and their library. He who sacrifices his 
time, even to innocent pursuits, when they call him 
off from his duty, is criminal ; but he is praisewor* 
thy when he makes these pursuits tend to the great 
object which he must ever keep in view. I must 
therefore sedulously arm myself against the charms 
of music, painting, sculpture, and architecture, the 
embellishments of life, the delight of rational minds, 
and active imaginations. A monarch should in this 

%2 



imitate the sun, whose rays b^^w oA^m ani tsAi^ 
ancyr on the flowers vbich spring up^ bcffieaA^ hi» iti^ 
fiuence, but who stops not his ifery dbariot td contetiii- 
plate their beauty^ lest he should endanger thesafety 
of the universe, to which it is bis essentis) offiee lo^ 
communicate hgbC and heat. Suck sbocild be the 
condiict of the prinee; inthis^ as in ioany things^ 
less hapi^ than his siil^ectsi who may innocendy em«-^ 
ploy th^ir houf» to attain perfection in whatever stady^ 
iSiey have made their peeijdiar choiee> while he shoohf 
have a general knowledge of al^, wiUiout sacrifietBg'' 
his life to any in particular, however useful or pleas-* 
Sflg- 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 



Education* 



I HAVE been listening attentively to all your conver- 
jiaiioii; Mud Pekuah ; and nothing but my respect 
loir the emperor would have kept me from interrupt-* 
ing" Amalphis^ when he spoke in so contemptuous a 
manner o£ the jealousies of women. Our sovereign 
ihihls the. conduct of the patron mayincrease> or 
diminish: ^be envy that subsists between men of let- 
ters, and I am persuaded that the jealousy of women 
isf fomented by the influence of men. 

- .1 believe>. answered Amalphis^ that none are more 
lensible.of the merit of women- than the military 
man, who can best defend them, and whOj» if he has 
any good principles, will be tender of their honour, 
because he. feels tht nicety of his own^ It is true, I 
j^ke with some contempt of the jealousy of women : 
whatever is the canse^we know it equally reigns over 
the jteduse^^whom we iihould suppoBe.devoted to me-- 

83 
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ditation^ and the thoughtless^ whom we might ima'* 
gine husied only in gaiety. Cast your eyes on a 
company of children ; they have not to accuse mea 
of raising the passion of envy hy flattery, yet never 
does it operate more forcibly than in their infant 
breasts: all causes are capable of bringing to light 
this fatal evil with those in whom it is unfortunately 
inherent, and none but gretit minds are totally ex* 
empt from it. 

The good or Ihe bad dispomtinns of wobwn Innrr a 
vevy extensive influence! in. mcielyv anil ooakkwe'lK 
so fottufiate: as) to 4isc07«r the Motii(€a4tf wHat^M 
call by the' g^enecal' name of esqince^ we migiM^pio* 
bably succeed im preventing the eflccti* Eoaiiiisi 
have. been ruiixed^ by the jcabtttic9 alw^mim^ tB 
item, are ow^iii^ manrf of the gmat levoiiAjboa tbal 
have decided thcJMie of nationa; aiid i£«tt joiflBttf 
theirs the sacerdotal influence, I fancy we shall prove 
tlw(r statesmen; and GdnqueroiKS'bavecAen:becto;8ttn« 
ply tftcma^hinea put i» motioxiibgp.'wealt faanbaoA 
versatile, head^ 

• ■ • ■ » » • 

' W wt>tt€U, stnd imlac^ fiBeqoaitljr i» greai baatbg^ 

interposing i|t affaius wHidi aeent teeigiii tottfadr aea^ 

how useful a«3 thisy vAwn ^kef toen. iAktn diougltta im 

t^ e^otttioife of dMic diilHwifi and bjr liictedmnciW 



^, - 
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^^ahd^ natural eares^ provide happmefis in fottire, not 
"Ooly for tl<etnselvie» but for their country ! The first 
impresflifm^ are difficult to efface^ and the first im- 
^preMiimd arc* gfiten bjr w^^^ihen ; their mistaken ten- 
demeto hki formed covnrrdu, and their capricious 
«ng^ htti reared tip tyranrts. If, thetefere, they die- 
mrre' eur' cten«ure fbr tiie ill quidltie^ which theit 
^bildifen h8«te imbibed' fh»m them^ let us nbt deny 
them our praises for many of the virtues which make 
men an honour to their iage and to their nation. 



Iithtek on education^ said Rasselas> t wan- 
itatm tf Irtytinth, from which I knownot hcrw tb ex* 
toMir aiyseK; and yet erefy delsiy to pdn^ue this 
luipMtafitr subrfect seems to accuse' me of criminial 
«a&i«fiim. .IVom fiiulty or neglected education spring 
Hae etilr wHieh I am* labouring to correct at pre^ent^ 
ittdr whiclr I would' en^eavotir to obviate for the 
future. 

v TMvafe* education, I believe; in general, to be per^ 
jaddourto men, because it is the way to perpetuate' 
the failings of the race from one generation to utib* 
ther ; for how can be teach wisely who has not b^eu 
Wisely tkugbtf? It seems^ more expedient that the 
pM\e should ibittt those by wbofie sferviteii id to be' 



benefited — ^but what is the public 2 It i» a |iame 
.without a determined idea,* in which^ though all in- 
dividus^ are interested, few think themselves imme- 
diately concerned. If so small a number of parents 
are found capable of educating their own children, 
are we to expect that more attention will be paid t^ 
.this duty by persons who have no tie for thejperform* 
jance of it, but that of general utility^ or self-in- 
terest. 

t ... .4 

The great advantages of pubhc education, said 
Imlac, sure these: proper rules are formed, andbUnd 
tenderness is not likely to interfere with theii; egte^'f 
tioD : the children have the benefit of reciprpc^ 
emulation, and of some . initiation into a knowledge} 

of the world; this, I own, is too frequently atteD4fi4 
by an early acquaintance with vice } but could ^of, 
this be remedied by a prudent choice of masters 2 
The greatest model of this sort is the Lacedsmoniaa 
school, which was ^imperfect only in what was ill-^ 
planned from the first : the institution was ngorowly 
followed, and therefore if wise rules are made^ tbej: 
can be strictly observed. 

.. .^ 
' ■ ..... . ,.». 

I depend greatly on thee«, Imlac, returned thc^ 
prince, for the formation of such xuks; thou bast 
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not only read> but seen much, and the great fault I 
have remarked in those who preside over the edilcli* 
tion of youth, is their total ignorance'of those scenen 
for which they are to prepare their disciples* 
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CHAPTER XLV, 

Fake Pretension^ to Knowledge* 

As for myself, said Pektiah, I would willingly under* 
take to teach children what little I have myself at« 
tained: I know no happiness in knowledge without 
communication, hut I must he permitted to choose my 
scholars: to instructthose who have genius is delight* 
ful, hut to drive ideas into minds incapahle of mak- 
ing them spread or fructify, is a torment which none 
hut wretched preceptors know. 

Lady, said the astronomer, all are not so happy in 
pupils as the Arah and myself; yet I know too weU 
the sweetness of your temper not to heheve you would 
think your pains well rewarded, if they succeeded in 
fixing the giddy to application, or in enlivening the 
apathy of dulness. 

Such a task, interrupted Nekayah, is worthy of 
your beneficence and talents, hut I own myself of 
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ibe 6pinion of Pekuah — ^who can make feathers solid 
tx lead elastic ? 



I • 



' Madatn, replied the astronomer^ though their qua- 
lities Cannot be changed, they may be directed to 
visefal purposes. 

Tuie, toid Amalphis, the feather may, by being 
lapplied to the arrow, guide its intended flight; and the 
lead, formed into a shot, will reach the destined mark 
from the musket ; this may be called their education, 
without which the feather would have fluttered 
useless in the air, and the lead remained un-^ 
heeded on the ground. The misfortune is, that weak 
and sordid minds are sometimes employed in great 
iBittempts ; to this fatal error we owe thoughtless or 
indolent statesmen, and tedious or delusive writers. 
It w^re much to be wished that -^rvile offices could 
be left to mean capacities, and that none should act 
the first parta oir the great theatre of the world, but 
Ibose who have tdents to fill the character. All men 
may be made useful, if they are place^n their 
proper station, and their faculties directed to those 
pursuits of which they are most capable* 

» 

As for utility, resumed Imlac, few parents reflect 
whether the education which they give their sons, 
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Vill make them serviceable to their couotry, ^r if 
their fellow-creatures : they wish that it may enabk 
them to shine in society^ and they early inspire them 
with a desire of shewing all ibe learning <^ which 
they are posse^ied* Aa vanity has been tbe motive 
of his education, the same disposition. attends the vikr 
fortunate youth through life : perhaps ^he finds him* 
aelf unequal to support^ without further study» the 
reputation of that instruction whieh he pretends t^ 
have received : he therefore' seeks the resource of oo? 
menclature, syllabus^ and compilation, which ke^ 
him for ever immersed in ignorance and iippftrtir 
nence* 

Such are the steps of those who aflfeet knowledge^ 
members of society far more inscqppprtable than th^ 
rustic or the trifler ; men who have no original ideant 
po solid erudition, aqd yet mix boldly with the 
learned, while they impose oa the untaught. Efrev 
serious applici^tion, diligent study, and sound j«dg-r 
ment, must wait long in the vestibule of leamiiigt be* 
for^ tbcg^an be admitted to her sanctuary. 



r 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 

Tie Conversation turns on various Matters. 

Imlac here interrupted his discourse^ on perceiving 
that Rassdas was not listening to bim^ but that hif 
tfaoughts were employed on some idea which he 
seemed not unwilling to communicate. 

I was thinking, said the prin^^^ b^w miserable we 
should be, if Heaven was to grant us wb^^t we have 
fondly desired at a former period of our lives. Do 
you remember, while we were detailed in Egypt by 
the inundations of the ^ile> that Pekuah> delighted 
with the convent of St Anthony, wished tp be pri- 
oress of an order of pious maidens, and there fix her 
invariable residence ? yet Pekuah is contented with 
the diversity of hfe that has since been her lot iMid 
would not^ I fancy, be inDing to relinquish tbi3 Qoixrt. 
of the princess^ where her mind enjoys rati^al^ 
smunement in the society of Amalphis, Imlac, and 
ber astronomic^ instructor; and where the liv^nesf . 
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of her wit finds constant exercise in the different 
groups that compose the motley scene in^ the man- 
sion of a sovereign. 

Certainly^ answered Pekuah^ I have at present no 
wish for retirement :' while I was lately imprisoned 
with the princess in the valley, I often wondered how 
I shotild have ever desired to become the inhabitant 
of a monastery, and reflected where I could have 
found nuns whose society would have been compara- 
ble to that of Nekayah ; and yet, even with that so- 
ciety so dear to me, I longed to be again at liberty. 

, And you, sister, said Rasselas, would you be greatly 

delighted, if Heaven shall make you directress of a 

college of learned ladies ? and would you renounce 

the society of Dinarbas, and your friends, for the 

pleasure of discoursing with the aged; and instructing 

the young? As foir myself, I wished for a little 

kingdom, and was ever extending the limits of iny 

fancied dominions : I now find the government of 

Abi^inia an arduous task, and though nothing ^ould 

kiduce me to renounce what it is xny'duty to retain^ 

I ^€ in the friendship of Zilia,' ^ndthe esteem of 

thdife around me, ' the . summit of mj happiness, a 

hsfppiness^ Ttotalfy ' independent on the '. charms of 

xQyadty;. .'SucfaLwereouri^isfacsi Nek^yidii thou and.' 
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Pekuah should return thanks to Heaven that yours 
were not accomplished, and I, that blessings were 
bestowed on mt, which alone could make the ac** 
complishments of mine supportable. 

I feel the force of your observation, my brother, 
ianswered the princess ; but circumstances arepfrpe- 
tually changing, and we are not responsible for th$ 
influence whiqh they may have on our ininds. Imla^ 
and the astronomer, it is true, were wiser ; they 
made no choice, because they had experienced hoif 
little we know in this world what is best for us. • I . 
believe, however, we may venture to affirm, that they 
who condemn themselves to irrevocable retirement; 
are greatly deceived in their expectations, and if 
their repentance is not manifest, it is because prid^ 
will not allow tliem to own it. 

« . „ . - . 

I think J should have been sufficiently mistress of 
inyself to bear with resignation the misfortunes of 
>i^hich I had once the gloomy prospect; but I am 
certain I CQuld never have hoped for .so great felicity 
^s Providence has been pleased, unexpectedly . to 
grant me. 

* It is singula^r, said the astronomer, that those whose 
imagination is most lively^ are generally the most 

t2. 
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iiabject to occasional disgust and dejection^ and coh- 
seqaenily most led to seek a refuge in dolitude ; whe- 
ttier their spirits are more worn by greater exertion, 
or whether a mind, naturally actire, takes a stronger 
impulse whatever way it tends. 

I beliete, said Pekuah, such minds want constant 
^ployment/ and feel more pain fram inaction than 
from misfortune i indeed, listless indifferience is iht 
ttioHt insupportable of all situations. I know, that 
wh^n I am deprived of the society of those who can 
^ntertlain and instruct me, I prefer the intercourse of 
b<!ings whose foUiea or aingiilarlties are of the ridicu- 
lous kind, to those in Vhoih I can find nothing to 
Uame or cdmmend^ who weary me with insipidity^ 
and yet afibrd no theme for amusing my friends at 
their expense. 

The armd" of ridicule are very dangerous, Pekuab, 
tUd the princess i I confess thou hast often used 
them with dexterity, and I cannot deny that I have 
taken pleasure in thy salties ; but consider what paiii 
they may give to the innocent, what enemies they 
may create among the vindictive ! 

Arid jet, if we \^ere deprived of ridicule, said 
Imliac, We shoufd leise n!^uch of the power of wit, and 
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much of the influence of general opinion — ^two in- 
visible monarch9> who govern with sufficient justice, 
and who, if they do not prevent criines, at least 
may reform errors. 
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CHAPTER XLVU. 
Swq>licity. 

I 

Imlac^ said Raaselas, I have often observed with what 
skill those who possess the advantages of a superior 
education and knowledge of the worlds can, without 
apparent incivility, lessen, in his own opinion, that 
man who has intruded himself on their company, or 
who has abused the privileges they have allowed him : 
Be has no reason to complain, yet he feels himself un^ 
easy in their presence, and is awed into respect with* 
out the shame of reproof*. . 

This is one of the many advantages of good-breed- 
ing — a quality which has perhaps more power than 
any other, since it will for a time conceal even want 
of talents, and want of virtue. How necessary is it 
therefore to acquire this pleasing pre-eminence, 
without which the most essential endowments are 
abashed before inferior merit. * Politeness ipay be 
called the portrait of virtue, and its resemblance is so 
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pctfect, that nothing^ but the solidity of the original 
is^Wantmg: ceremony and afifcctation are poor imi- 
tatofg of true good breeding, which is easy and sim- 
ple, like nature itself. If I was to form a system, it 
wouM be thilt of simplicity ; it should pervade all 
works of imagination, all inquiries of science, all per- 
ferteances of the chisel and pencil, all behaviour, and 
aM dres». Carry this idea even to the most awful height, 
what is simplicity, but truth, the great basis of vir- 
tue and religion ? Wfien I call this a system, it is 
ohly to comply with the common mode of speech. 
Which would make of the most natural ideas a phi- 
kfSsopbical discovery. Simplicity is the child of na- 
ture : the love of it seems implanted in us by Provi- 
dence ; yet all the labour of erring mortals is to de* 
part firom this great and open road^ and to return to 
it- when they have seen the fallacy of winding paths 
and doubtful ma^es. 

My brother, iftid Nekayah, when yod extol with 
reasoa the untvenal merit of simplicity, you cer- 
tainly do not mean to imply a neglect of combination 
of ideal in the works of art or science, or a neglect of 
common ii[>nB8 in dre^ or mantitirs. 

.. So far from it, replied the prince, that a» nature is 
varied^ . so must be the imitation or ixivestigationr 
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of it; and to afiect singularity, either in habit or • 
behaviour^ would be wandering from the very rule 
that I have been proposing. 

4 
,4ft - ■ - ' 

To explain this> said Imlac^ we need only have 
recourse to our own feelings and perceptions : the 
variety of nature is infinite; but it is harmonized 
by general effect. The verdant leaves of the trees 
participate of the azure of the sky> and their trunks 
of the colouring of the earth : the most discordant 
sounds in music^ the most distant ideas in metaphy- 
sics^ are combined by gradation, or opposed by con- 
trast; yetev^n in contrast there is an imperceptible- 
connexion that unites the whole. Without one great 
plan, to which all is subservient, our general con-* , 
duct in life, and our finest productions of art or ge- 
nius^ are like a republic without laws, or a monarchy 
without a king. 

Simplicity, by those who^' wayward minds iQre 
not susceptible of its charms, is supposed to exclude 
pomp and elegance ; yet what is pomp .without dig« . 
nity, and elegance without grace ? Both are the. 
offspring of nature, and sista^rs to simplicity* / 

I know> said Zilia, that no other power obtains ac- 
cess to ourhearts : the various inflexions of voiee^ 
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the painful efforts of the musicianj^ who shews his 
art in deviating from nature, excite our wonder ; but 
the nightingale^ and he whose notes are equally pa» 
thetic and simple^ inspire us with more than admi- 
ration. 

If our sovereign introduces simplicity at court> 
said Pekuiih, what will become of the numberless ar-* 
lists, merchants, and other abettors of luxury, that 
owe their chief support to the inhabitants of this 
mansion, and to the influence of their example over 
the rest of the nation ? 

The circulation of iriches, for the gratification of 
pride, indolence, or the love of pleasure, replied the 
prince, is, in my opinion, detrimental to a king- 
dom. I have often thought, that every ingot, stored 
by commerce in the treasury of a monarch, has cost 
him the virtue and principles of a subject; The ro- 
mantic warmth of youth, may, perhaps, make me 
judge too severely ; and it is possible that commerce 
may, in some nations, be carried on without insidious 
treaties between the respective governments, and 
without unjust attempts of individuals to make their 
fortunes at the expense of their neighbours. Though 
I love virtue too well not to wish that I could be per- 
suaded of its general influence in every station of Hfcj 
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yet I shall never consider luxury at best but as a 
necessary evil^ and its dependant, commerce, as 
a very dangerous trial for the principles of its foU. 
loWei^. — Notwithstanding this conviction, I cannot 
abolish either: money is waiited in all states, that 
they may not become the prey of their richer 
ixeighbcfurs ; . commerce must therefore be encou- 
raged ^ but it is our duty to endeavour, as far as 
we are able, to prevent fraud and monopoly. Were 
ft possible for any monarch to render a people 
perfectly happy in themselves, it would not be suffi- 
cient ; he must make the whole world participate 
in the great, reformation, or he could never preserve 
his own subjects in j»ecurity. We may indulge 
ideal speculation, but experience shews us this hu- 
miliating truth, that all we can do is to diminish 
evil and to promote good, by the means that are 
given us : perfect justice can alone, be exercised by. 
the Divinity. 
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CHAPTER XLVUL 

Dinarhas returns from the Court qf the SuUan. 

The conversation was hete interrupted by the arrival 
of Dinarbas from Constantinople. He was received 
with great joy by the sovereign, by his father, Ne- 
kayah, and Zilia ; but Amalphis was impatient to 
know the success of his embassy : he considered that 
the hofiour of his son was engaged, and anxiously en^^ 
treated him to begin his narration. 

When I arrived at Constantinople, saidDinarbas^ 
I found the sultan highly incensed at the independent 
answer of the Abissinian monarch, and displeased 
with ifne for not having warmly secondevi his propo-^ 
sal of a ti^eaty : he declared that nothing should per** 
suade him to relinquish pretensions which he thought 
justly founded on the assistance he had furnished : he 
said, that Kisselas owed to him alone the throne of 
Abissinia, and could not, without ingratitude, refuse 
to comply with his demands. 
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In answer to this, Iobserved> that when I had first 
recourse to him for assistancei the prince was totally 
ignorant of my intentions ; that afterwards^ the army 
marched without my knowledge^ and expressly con- 
trary to the wishes of Rasselas : that a happy change 
had indeed been effected by their ibtervenlionj but 
that the whole nation joined in restoring their former 
sovisr^igA ; . and tb^t^ bad J^^^sselasj instead of Menas, 
headed the troops of Abissinia, the victory might not 
have been so easily obtained* 

vThe sultan would not listen to my remonstrances : 
he denounced war against my country, but accom- 
panied his denunciation with a^esire that I would rie- 
main, in his council, and retain the government of 
Servia, both which I refused, and prepared to depart 
from Constantinople, offendedavith myself for having 
indulged the romantic idea, that a nCian at the head of 
a powerful and submissive nation^ would listen to 
the voice of justice, against what be supposed his own 
interest : I said to myself that I bad mistaken in him 
magnificence for generosity, and splendid profimon^ 
for honourable sentiments. 

Being on the point of leaving bis dominion^ I- 
again requested an audience^ that I might testify my 
gratitude for the favours which he had confeiredjon' 



¥ney and my regret for not being able to tetain them 
^ifiibout infidelity io my natural sovereign : he seem- 
-ed iiiFected, and, eommanding liis attendants to 

Withdraw/ spoke to me in the following manner t 

i , •■■..-.. 

Dinairbas!' I love thee> and will say to thee, 
hiFhat I would not -say to any other man. I believe 
•thee— read these letters, and tell me whether they are 
genuine. -. . 

' So saying, he gave into my hands the letters which 
^yout* majesty, the'prinbess,' and 'myself, had sent by 
"the -messenger to my rfatherand: Ziha,,the loss of 
"which we' always'.suspected to .have been owing to 
-ihe Turks« These: letters, continued the sultan^ hai^e . 
just been delivered to me-l-I wait, thy ans\f^r. .: - x 

f I easily convinced him that they' were really ^ent 
from theicourt of . Abissinia : ^on whi^h he' n^ade n^e 
this reply : 

Binarbas! I perceive that truth, honour, and in- 
tegrity, ought not only, in individuals, but in govern- 
ments, to be the great ruling principles of action : I 
learn by these letters the real sentiments of thy sove- 
reign^ his innocence in his steps to the throne, and 
the firmness of his character: were I to make war 
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against haiau the event would at least be doobtfid om 
my side* and the disgrace inevitable. Hia anny is 
better diaciplined than mine, and I know not whe« 
ther any si^erioff ity of number would weigh against 
the attachment of his troops to a warlike sovereign 
and a tender ftther: Icannotboast of either <^ these 
titles, nor have I energy sufficient to deserve than; 
but the fatal ddusioo of flattery, which seems to have 
enchanted this imperial seat, has not so totally bhnded 
me as to prevent me from revering in others the vir- 
tues of which I am incapable ; besidei^ my own in* 
tercst engages me to retain one honest man in mg 
dominions, and to cultivate a friendship with ^ine 
disinterested prince. Aetom to Abissinia, oflfer my 
aUance to thy monarch on equal terms, lead back 
my army, and teach me how togovera, 

I was astonished and a£fected at the sidtan's dls- 
• j^urse. Does not this man deserve to be virtuous ? 
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CHAPTERXUX. 

. Marriaget of BamUu and Nckag^akp 

The interception of our letters, said Basselas, has 
then informed the sultan of the purity of my inten- 
tions, and of the loyalty of my suhjects; howfre« 
.<)iiently have I wished that my inmost thoughti 
could be known ! Guilt and innocence so often wear 
the same aspect, that far from fearing the secret 
emissaries who may be placed to observe my con- 
duct, I only desire Uiat they should report the 
iruth. 

Tlo thee, Dinarbas, we owe the tranquilKty of the 
empire ; and in thy friendship I have found more 
than a recompense for all my searches after happi- 
ness ; but how can I estimate the felicity that is 
promised me in the society of my Ziha ! A felicity 
which was once beyond my hopes, but without which 
I now could npt exist. I remember that I bad for- 
merly with Nekayah a long debate on marriage, in 
which we could not decide whether early or late 

v2 
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unions^ whether sympathy or reason were most con- 
ducive to conjugal happiness : we have, by a singu- 
lar course of events, been permitted to enjoy at once 
these opposite advantages : the warmest affection has 
been confirmed bj the severest triaU : surely we have 
before ua^ the fairest prospect, -a prospect to which 
neither interested views, nor transitory paission can 
lay claim. 
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In this, said the astronomer^ your virtues ar^re^. 
warded \ l^e who wants iirmness deserves wi ^qi 
pess I reason can be no enemy to ^hat love,^ which i^ 

founded on virtue, and supported by constancy. ^ 

I • . ■ - 

. ... . r 

. The nuptials of I^asselas and Zilia^ Binarbas and. 
Kekayah^ w^re celebrated witl|out ostentatious magni; 
ficence, but with a dignity becoming their rank. Th^ 
poor had the greatest share in the rejoicings, because 
the superfluous treasures, consumed on similar occa- 
sions, were distributed among them. It was decided 
that Dinarbas should in a few weeks conduct back 
the army of the sultan into his dominions ; that he 
should, with Nekayah, fix his residence in Servia^ 
but that their visits to Abissinia should be frequent* 
Pekuah was to accompany the princess, and the as- 
tronomer^ delighted in varying the scene, since he' 
bad tasted the .charms of society, begged leave to vi- 



CONTINVTATION OF RASSELAS, ^21 

fit the states of Dinarbasy who, with Nekayah, gladly 
acceded to his proposal : his knowledge and his vir- 
taes made them revere him as a father. 

Kasselas concluded an allianee, offensive and defen<^ 
sive with the sultan ; repaid the expenses of the 
troops, and graced the officers with distinguished 
marks of his favour. 

Amidphis, honoured and heloved by his son and 
sovereign, applied all his care to form the Abissinian 
army. Imlac was no less attentive to the institutions 
of Rasselas for promoting learning in his dominions: 
both enjoyed the confidence of the monarch : but 
neither did Amalphis receive the memorials of the 
%flieers of the army, nor Imlac the dedications of the 
poets ; every matter Was first referred Jbo the empe- 
ror, who consulted those whom he had appointed to 
be the heads of the several departments of the state, 
before he gave his answer, but did not always decide 
according to their judgment 

Zilia never interfered in public business; her 
voice often directed establishments of charity, and 
her taste firequently decided on the protection to be 
given to* genius. 

vS 
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Innocent gaiety, and rational amusements, were, 
rntroduced by her into tbe court of Abissinia J her 
dress was simple and elegant, and consisted of the* 
manufactures of the country : she distinguished no 
woman as her favourite, but shewed peculiar regard 
to all those whose conduct was exemplary, without af-^ 
fectation, ' and whose minds were ^ well informed^ 
without Vain pretensions to a display of learnings 
Her beneficence was extended to all, and if she 
shewed any partiality, it was to the orphans, and 
widows of those who had served th^eir country in bat-* 
tie ; for she did not forget that she was the daughter 
p^A^lalphis : she knew the heartfelt misery of that 
disappointed hope and poverty, which honest, pride 
forbids to own; the lot of many families, whose chiefs 
have bravely Supported thie honour of their princ^ 
and country* ' 
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CHAPTER L. 

Visit io ilte Happy Valley. 

BfiFOitE the departure of Dinarbas and Nekayafaj;. 
Rasselas and bjs friends made a visit to the happy 
Xalley. ; The prince and his sjster wished to review 
those scenes which had been to them the objects of 
satiety at 6ne time, and of uneasiness at another : 
they, returned to every spot which rememl^rance had 
dighified, and rejoiced to contemplate those ^itua- 
tioas which were onee irksome to. their imagipation. 

«• Rasselas had only one brother left, a youth whose 
^djication he recommended to the care of Imlac \ 
he freed the princesses, his sisters, from the confiner 
>Tient of the valley, apd gave them permisision qithe^ 
to remain there, or return with him to Gronthar, He 
commanded the massy gates that closed tlie entrance 
^of the valley to be destroyed ; the dancer^ musicians, 
grid other professors of arts^ pierely oj amusement^ tp 
ib^ disipissed with p^psiqns, and liberty to be grante^^ 
to ^lU 
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The prince, followed by his companions^ led Zilis 
to the entrance of the cavern, through which he had 
first made his escape. Consider this cavity, said he, 
and think what must be the grateful transports that 
glow in my breast — «— ; Nekayah ! Imlac ! Pekuah ! 
is not oiir search rewarded? Let us return thanks to 
Heaven for having inspired us with that active desire 
of knowledge, and contempt of indolence, that have 
blessed us with instruction, with friendship, and with 
love ! It is true that ^we have been singulariy fa- 
voured by Providence ; and few can expect, like us^ 
to have their fondest wishes crowned with success ; 
but even when our prospects were ftr different, our 
search after happiness had taught us resignation : let 
tis therefore warn othiers against viewing the world as 
a scene of inevitable misery. Much is to be suffered 
in our journey through life } but conscious virtue, 
active fortitude, the balm of sympathy, and submis^ 
fiion to the Divine WiH, can support us through the 
painiul trial. With them every staticm is the best ; 
without them prosperity is a feverish dream, and 
pleasure a poisoned cup. 

Youth wBI vanish, health will decay^ beauty fade, 
and strength sink Into imbecility ; butif^e have 
enjoyed their advantages, let us not say there is no 
good, because the good in this world is not perma- 
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nent : none but the guilty are excluded from at 
least temporary happiness ; and if he whose imagi- 
nation is lively, and whose heart glows with sensi*^ 
bility^ is more subject than others to poignant grief 
and maddening disappointment, surely he will confess 
that he has moments of ecstacy and consolatory re- 
flection that repay him for all his sufferings. 

Let us now return to the busy scene of action 
where we are called, and endeavour, by the exercise 
of our several duties, to deserve a .continuation of the 
blessings which Providence has granted, and on the 
use of which depends all our present, all our future 
felicity. 



THE END. 
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